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ACQUIRED GO *U 


WHE GIFY OF 


Mery Cloke 


better known as "Jack" Vilne to his friends, It wa 


» = 
al 


: all hunting men in England - includj 
| 


INTRODUCTION 


It may seem odd that the writing of so important a contribution to hunting 


literature as the History of the Cattistock Hunt should be undertaken by anyone but an 


“nglishman, and I feel very consider:ble diffidence in having done so, ly excuse is, 


that having been chosen Master of the country for nine seasons, I may be perhaps forg iven 


for aspiring to become the chronicler of its history up to the outbreak of the secmd 


Great World Jar, in 1939, 
During the years that I have lived in angland, since 1928, no period has 


been happier than that in which I was Master of the country whose history is here se 


down. Jithout the help, freely and generously given to me by the descendents of farmer 


} Masters,this book would have lacked much interest, as well as historical value; andto 


. them - as well as to living Masters and to countless members of the Cattistock Field - 


omy grateful thanks are due, 


Outstanding among all these is the figure of the Reverend E. A. Milne - 


S by his invitation that ] first 


visited the Cattistock country over thirty years ago, and it was through his influeme 
‘thet I became, first, Joint 


anyone reading this book it 


Master with him, and afterwards took the country alone, To | 


will be patent that much of the great. reputation which the 


country has was due to Mr, Milnets tireless efforts during his long reign as aster, 


from 1900 to 1930. And that fact, added to the affectionate regard in which he is held 


ng myself - led me to write to him asking if I 


Se mee i 


Might dedicate this book to him, lis answer was as follows :={ 


“Compton Valence Rector | 
"September 5th, 1944 


ear Alex: 


"Thanks so much for returning the Diaries, i hope they were 


useful to you, They did not aspire to such a noble job. I feel highly 


honoured by your asking me to allow you to dedicate the book to me, [Jf 


am indeed proud, and, of course, you have my sanction, 


i 
"Yours ever, 
‘Jack Milne", 


eee 


{ 


Jers of this book as they have to me, 


AHH. 


i 
3 insford House, 
_ . hester, 
“Metober, 194A, 


I hope that the words of the old Master will bring as mich pleasure to the 
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DEDICATION 


TO 
THE REVERAND EDGAR ASTLEY MILNE 
Master of the Cattistock Country for Thirty Seasons, 
Whose memory will always be green in the hearts of 
the Men of Dorset, 


This book is affectionately dedicated. 
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ITS MASTERS, HOUNDS, AND COUNTRY 


CHAPTER ONE 


Almost two hundred years ago — in i761, to be exact - an unknown 


Sportsman, whose name has not descended to modern times, wrote some verses which he 
| termed "an imitation, or parody, of an Irish Hunting Song adapted at Forston in the 
year 1761." These verses are little known today; but, because it must be evident 
that the author was thoroughly familiar with the Cattistock country and the men and 
women who in those days followed the Cattistock Hounds, it seems to me fitting tha 
the verses — crude as they are — should not only be given in their entirety but should 
‘also be taken as evidence supporting the right of John, Harl of ijestmoreland, to be 
Miensidered as the man who first hunted the Cattistock country - the first Master of 
the Cattistoc Hounds. 

Forston is a well-known meet of the Cattistock today. if one takes 
the high road leading from Dorchester, the County Seat of Dorsetshire, to iis town 
of Cerne Abbas, one passes, rather less than halfway, the site of the ancient hamlet 
of Forston, lying just across the little river which wanders down the Cerne Valley on 
its way to join the Frome, Little now remains of the villages; but it was here that 
the “arl of Jestmoreland was living in 1761, when he was the host of that care-free 
set of sportsmen and women who are mentioned in "THH FORSTON HUNT", and undoubtedly 

it was here at Forston that his hounds were kennelled,. 


Here then are the verses — just as i found them in an old newspaper 


printed in bygone days:- 


THE FORSTON HUNT. 


AN IMITATION, OR PARODY, OF AN IRISH HUNTING SONG 
Adapted at Forston in the year 1761 | 


i 


Hartel Hark! jokky sportsmen awhile to my tale, 
to pay your attention I'm sure you can't fail, 
'Tis of dogs and of horses and lads who ne'er tire, 
O'er downs, and O'er heaths, thro' furze, brake, or mire; 
A pack of such hounds and a set of such men, 
'Tis shrewd chance if ever you hear of again, 
Had Nimrod, that mightiest of hunters been there, 
gad, he'd have shook like an aspen for fear}! 


2 


In seventeen hundred and sixty and one, 
the month of December was scarcely begun, 
At eight in the morning by most of the clocks, 
ve set out from Forston in search of a fox, 
Jack Trenchard and Simons, that parson in grey, 
And Furber the farmer, were with us that day, 
Jack Fane” and Ned Phelips, those hunters so stout, 
Blair, Jones, and Tom Meggs, and so we set out, 


3 


ve cast off our hounds for an hour or more, 
When Piper set up a most tuneable roar, 

"Hark to Piper," cries Scott, the rest were not slack, 
For Piper's no babbler esteemed by the Pack; 

Old Miller and Polly came merrily in, 
And all the hounds joined in the musical din; 

Had Diana been there, she'd been pleased to the life, 
And one of those lads got a goddess for wife! 


4 


Ten minutes past ten was the time of the day, 
when Reynard unkennel'd, and this was his way - 
rom Grange to Mount Silver and Clinger he passed 
Through Hawkham and Hackham, to Kingrove at last, 
Ofer the hill to Fairmile and Puddle's smooth dovm, 
in Wootton's strong brake, the caitiff did run, 
The turnpike he crossed, leapt Lord Ilchester's wall, 
And seem'd to say "Little I value you all!" 


> 


Then close by Will Pitt's to Yallam he runs, 
Blair, Jones, and Tom Mieggs kept leading by turns; 
The earths were all open, yet he was so stout, 
Tho' he might have got in, yet he chose to keep out, 
To Elsington Wood, like a builet he flew, 
At Tincleton parish we had him in view, 
At Frampton's bog next, O'er heaths wild and dreary, 
here Meggs, and the Parson, and Trenchard grew weary, 
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Then away to the cliffs like an arrow he passed, 
“And came near the Castle of Lulworth at last, 
Where he valiantly plunged himself into the sea, 
And said in his heart, "Who dares follow me?" 
But soon, to his cost, he perceived that no bounds, 
Could stop the pursuit of the staunch mettled hounds , 
His policy here did not serve him a rush, 
Mivecouple of tartars were close at his brush! 


7 


To recover the shore again was his drift, 
But ere he could get to the top of the clift, 
He found both of strength and of cunning a lack, 
Killed, worried, andtorn by the rest of the pack. 
At his death there present the lads whom I've sung, 
Save voor Jacky Trenchard, whom Badger had flung, 
And thus we-concluded this delicate chase, 
vhich lasted three hours and ten minutes! space, 


8 


At eve we returned home to Forston again, 
Where dwells hospitality, truth, and Jack Fane, 
We talked o'er the chase, and we toasted the health 
Of the man who ne'er varies for places or wealth, 
Charles Blair 4 baulked a leap, says Phelips " 'twas odd," 
" ‘Twas shameful," cried Jones, "by the creat living ——-!" 
Says Meggs, "I hallooed, get on, tho! you fall, 
Or I'll leap over you, your blind stone horse and all," 


9 


To the drawing-room next, for Augusta the fair,* 

And Woodford, the merriest of damsels was there, 

A\yied Phelips's sister, Maria his wife, 

And the firl Ben Symons had just taken for life, 
No seandal, nor folloy, their converse dispense, _ 

But it with good humour, and mirth with good sense 
As Pallas and Dian the hunters befriend, 

The Muses and Graces the ladies attend, 


LO 


Our evening devoted to freedom and sport, 

All party affairs were consigned to the court; 
The ladies, the fairest Britannia can boast, 

Were each in their turn, proclaimed as a toast, 
And thus we concluded the day and tie night, 

In jollity, sport, and in social delight, 
As Phoebus befriended our earlier roam, 

So Luna took care to conduct us safe home, 


l. Jack Fane - afterward the Harl of \WWestmoreland, 

2. Augusta the Fair - his wife, daughter of Lord Albemarle Bertie 

3, Phelips - Edward Phelips of liontacute, and Maria iright, his wife 

4, Chair Blair married Lady Fane, and afterwards, with Jones (Inigo) was guardian 
to John -— LOth Earl of Westmoreland, 


he 
But the Earl of \Westmoreland did not long remain in the County of 
Dorset; and presently William Phelips, who was born on the 4th of March, 1755, and 
was a son of iidward Phelips of Montacute - the "Ned Phelips" referred to in the poem ,. 
took on the "Mastership" of the Country. He had been educated at Charterhouse 
and Merton College, Oxford, subsequently taking holy orders and becoming Rector of 
Cucklington and Yeovil. Springing from sporting stock, he took a lively interest in 
the chase, hunting in the first place with his father's hounds, and later establi sh- 
ing a pack of foxhounds of his own in 1797, with which, under the name of "The True 
Blue Hunt", he hunted a part of what is now known as the Cattistock country from 
his hunting-box at Cattistock Lodge. His two huntsmen were Amos and Isaac Rogers = 
the latter widely known as the "Doctor", 
Miss alys Serrell, in her interesting book, “With Hound and Terrier in 
the Field", says: "My friend, Mr. Charles Phelips, tells me that his great- 
grandfather is said to have been the founder of the Cattistock Hunt, as he kept his 
hounds at Cattistock and hunted parts of Somerset, Dorset, and Wilts", Mr. Charles 
Phelips evidently did not recognise the prior claims of the Jarl of Westmoreland, 
but perhaps this is not to be wondered at as that individual had, as I have already 
noted long since left Dorsetshire for his own country. An old paper gives an acc ount 
of Isaac Rogers, who was born on the Phelips estate at Montacute and became known 


throughout the \iest of England as the "Doctor", Rogers seems to have been something 


of a character. On account of the great fondness he showed as a lad for horse and 

hound, he was taken by Mr. Phelips as under-strapper in his stables. Here the 

"Doctor" rose successively to be groom, postillion, and whipper-in to hounds, and 
on the death of the old Huntsman, he was promoted to the vacant post, 

Many are the anecdotes told of this worthy while he was hunting lir 

Phelips' hounds, He was never afraid of speaking his mind, and always maintained 
that there were no hounds in iingland that could beat his. The noble owner of a pack 
of foxhounds, who had been on a visit to lir. Phelips, and like all who knew the 
"Doctor" had been attracted by him, asked him to come and see his hounds, and taste 
his beer. As soon therefore, as haymaking was over, at which the "Doctor" always 


took his share, the Huntsman started off to inspect therfival pack. When the owner 


ie 


. 
asked him his opinion of his hounds, itogers answered,- "Why, they be picture to 
look at, but they baint half so scratched in the face as our old Measter's be", 
In his work the "Doctor" was indefatigable, and if, when he had 
run a fox to ground he suspected that it might be dug out or a gin set during the 
night, he would start off as soon as his hounds had been tended, and whatever the 
distance from the kennels, he would make sure that all was right before he returned. 
One day when the fixture was at Melbury, a member of the Hunt, who 
overtook the "Doctor" and his hounds on the way to the meet, remarked that he was 
tired from the long chase of the day before, to which the "Doctor" responded 
bluntly,- 'If you be tiredwith a four hours! ding yesterday, what must I be then, 
for this be the seven-and-vortieth day vollying that I have hallied to a hound, 
save and except Sundays', On another occasion a pary of riders met the "Doctor" 
when he was on the way to covert, and they asked him where hounds were going. 
"Why", was the answer, we be going to try if we can't tackle thik #hitfield fox 
that have a=-beat us vour times. I've drafted vourteen couple of Sich rogues that 
if he don't look pretty sharp, I count in about three-quarters of an hour they 
will for sucking his blood", 
The "Doctor", when drawing Frince's wood one day, took no notice 
when some of the hounds challenged, until at last he was asked why he did not 
cheer them. "Because", was the answer, with becoming scorn for the questioner, 
"we have a=many hounds out, and I'm afraid it be nothing but some small varmint." 
Then he sat on listening anxiously for the voices of some of his old friends, 'til 
at last two or three of them began to give tongue. All animation in a moment, 
the "Doctor's" voice rang out, "Hark to ould Bowler, Vengeance, and Warwhoop! Now 
the right bell have tolled$" On another day, after running a fox hard hounds had 
him into a small coppice and were scoring him, when he began to run short. "Ah," 
exclaimed the "Doctor", "it's pretty well up with him, Don't ye hear how angry 
old Shark, the bandy-Leaged terrier, be with him?" 
The "Doctor" died at the age of seventy-four, sixty years of which 
he had passed in the service of Mr. Phelips, ‘The epitaph his Master had put on 


his tombstone was as follows:- 


W. CHAFYN-GROVE, M.P., M.F.H. 


"Now, the 'Doctor' is laid, and over his head 
May the turf be as light as a feather! 

And if not very warm, it will do him no hard, 
ivho ne'er valued the wind no the weather, 

He's no longer in view, but to give him his due, 
Though not born not bred for a college, 

Death ne'er drove to the earth a man of more worth, 
More science, or practical knowledge, 

Isaac Rogers his name; a huntsman whose fame 
From the Yeo to the Avon resounded; 

At his musical voice Clift Wood would rejoice, 
Dev'rill Longwood its echo rebounded, 

As in life's busy burst he was never the first 
fo hit off a fault in a neighbour, 

Now he's fairly stopt in, let us hope that he'll win 
The brush of reward for his labour," 


The button of that period, still extant, bears the inscription 
"The Free, the Firm, the Independent Hunt." 

Contemporary with this establishment, which was given up at Mr. 
Phelip$'s death, early in 1806, was a pack owned by ii. Chaffyn Grove, Esq., M.P. 
fir Weyuouet’, in 1768, and for Shaftesbury, in 1764. He kept a pack of foxhounds 
at his place at Jaddon - overlooking the Waddon Vale, now one of the best bits 
of the Cattistock country, where the ruins of his old kennels are still extant - 
taking them with him at certain times of the year when he moved his entire 


establishment to Zeals, in Wiltshire (in the South and West Wilts. country) where 


he also hunted, 


7° 


ith the beginning of the nineteenth century we get away fram the 

atmosphere of vague traditions into the broad daylight of history. In 1806 
Mr. J. J. Farquharson, whose name is so much to the fore in the history of 
foxhunting in the South-west, began that career which was a conspicuous success, 
It was a sufficiently responsible task, for it must be remembered that he was 
hunting a country which is now hunted by indi packs of hounds, But Mr. Farquharson 
set to work in the right way and was soon one of the most popular men in the 
County. He came straight from the University to the Mastership of a six-days-a- 
week Country, at the early age of twenty-two, He showed great judgment in buying 
his first lot of hounds, which had a marked effect on the pack with which he 
Showedsuch sport for upwards of fifty seasons; for he followed the advice of two 
men of great experience - his neighbour, Peter Beckford of otapleton Iwerne, and 
the Rev. "Billy" Butler of Frampton, in what is now the Cattistock country. On 
their recommendation he purchased a very clever lot of 21-inch bitches from hr. 


Wyndham of Dinton, which served as the foundation of his pack, and to these were 


added hounds fron the pack of Mr. Humphrey Sturt of Critchell and fram the packs 
of the Duke of er the Duke of Bridgewater, and Lord Petre. He also had 
some of Mr. Warde's famous blood, and Sir John Cope was resorted to, so that 
eventually there was more size in the pack than there was in the original purchased 
from Mr. Wyndham. A good deal of lir. Wyndham's blood also came through the New 
Forest Justice, for Justice and his son, Jasper, had been sold by lr. Wyndham to 
Mr. Nichol (Master of the New Forest ), before Mr. Farcuharson bought his pack, 
Simultaneously with the purchase of his hounds, Mr. Farquharson 
acquired the property at astbury, formerly owned by Lord Melcombe, who had at one 
time built a huge house which was, for some reason, later torn dom. Here he 
established his Hunt staff, who lived in that portion of the house which remained 
standing, building at the same time cammodious kennels capable of housing 75 couple 
of hounds, together with stabling for 50 horses, in the Park nearby. Quite 
naturally, the young Squire's first idea had been to hunt hounds himself, and 
during his first season this arrangement was followed, with Will Wood, who had 


come to him with the pack purchased from Mr. Wynham, acting as kennel Huntsman and 


/ 


BEN JENNINGS. Huntsman to JAMES JOHN FARQUHARSON, 


Esquire, M.F.H., 1808-37. From a Print in the 
possession of Captain Yohn P,. Farquharson. 


EE 


8, 
first Jhipper-in, and Solomon Baker acting as second whipper=in. It must have 
been a great disappointment to the young Master to find that he was unable to 
carry out this plan satisfactorily, but as his establishment grew and the country 
hunted widened in extent, he found himself unequal to the task, and very wisely 
decided to engage a professional Huntsman. So, at the end of his second season, | 
he put his horn back into its case, and turned the actual hunting of hounds in 
the field over to Ben Jennings, who came to him with a great reputation fran the 
ussex, and of whom Mr. Nichol, at that time Master of the New Forest Hounds, once 
Said that had he been a fox, he would have chosen any other man in England to 
hunt him, 

But I am getting ahead of my story. as I have already stated, the 
country which was hunted by Mr. Farouharson comprised the area now hunted by 
several packs. ‘The home country, as I might fairly tern the district around 
Blandford, is now hunted partly by the Portman and partly by the South Dorset 
hounds, whose present fbountries" march side by side not far outside the town, 
to the north, the country hunted by lir. Farcuharson extends along the Shaftesbury 
road into that town, and on into the country now hunted by the Sede and West 
Vilts., while to the northwest lies Portman country and much of Blackmore Vale 
country, which also was claimed by several people and caused the trouble which, 
in the end, brought about the resignation of Squire Farquharson. Still further 
west, and bordered by the sea, lies that country which is now hunted by the 
Cattistock Hounds, and which at that time lay idle, the pack started by the Rev, 
Mr. Pehlips (already referred to) having been given up. As can readily be seen, 
this country was an area too great in extent to be hunted from one kennels and 
when the Squire decided to hunt the Cattistock country, he cast about for a 
location for temporary kennels where he could keep his hounds during the time 
they were hunting in the part of the County, He finally decided that the village 
of Cattistock was the mobt suitable location, and here he acquired kennels, 
stables, and a small but comfortable hunting-box, which became his headquarters 


during part of each season, He had, too, a third pied-eterre, near Buckland 


Newton, where hounds sometimes "lay out" the night before hunting the ad joining 


Ge 


country; but as far as I can find out, this wes merely a temporary resting place 
and not a real "base", as in the case of the other two establishments, 

Be it understood, Mr. Farquharson neither asked nor accepted 
subscriptions of any sort during the fifty-two seasons that he hunted the country. 
It was all at his own expense and it was done in a style which brought forth praise 
even from such writers as Surtees and "Nimrod", both of whom — particularly the 
latter - were always ready to find fault with any provincial pack, 

the earliest notice I can find of any hunts with the new pack comes 
from the columns of The Sporting liagazine for March, 1806, very shortly after Mr. 
Farquharson had taken up his residence at Cattistock for the first time. His 
quarters there were in the cottage now owned by Lord Digby,- and occupied at one 
time by that staunch supporter of the Cattistock Hunt, Colonel Fergus Nixon,- 
while the horses were stabled at the same place, and hounds had their kennels just 
across the field close to the old church. One morning in March, hounds left their 
kennels and jogged some six miles towards Yeovil, finding a fox in Prince's Wood, 
not far from Closworth, According to the report, this stout pilot crossed the 
Yeovil road and traversing the Holnest Comnons, ran on by iihitfield Wood and 
Lillington Common, to Thornford Hill, and so to the river, close by Lenthay Green, 
and on to Long Burton, where he turned to Lewson Wood, to Yetminster and Leigh, to 
Armitage and Grange Wood, to Revel's Inn; where, being headed, he turned through 
Clinger to the Minterne Plantations, on to Buckland Newton, driving on to Melcambe 
Park and Bullbarrow, where hounds were stopped by the Huntsman (Ben Jennings) who, 
with one other person, was the only one left out of a large Field which had met in 
the morning. lost of them had been farced to stop at Armswell because of the 
pace and the heavy going. Hounds were said to have run close to forty miles, and 


at any rate, it must have been a long cold hack back to the kennels at Cattistock, 


which they did not reach 'til close to eight o'clock that night, 
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SOLOMON BAKER, Ist Whipper-in to JAMES Joun 
FARQUHARSON, Esquire, M.F.H., 1806-37. 
From a Print in the possession of Captain Yohn P. Farquharson, 
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A number of the gentlemen who hunted regularly with lir. Farquharson's 
hounds found that some of the meets were at such a great distance from their homes 
that it gave them a very long hack, both in the morning and at the end of the day. 
in consequence, a number of them banded together under the name of the "Members 
and Friends of Mr. Farquharson's Hunt", and hired a house at Buckland Newton, where 
they not only kept their horses, but also were always able to find a good bed and 
dinner after the day's sport was over. Presently, however, they found that 
Buckland Newton was an unsatisfactory centre, and so, as the contemporary account 
Says, "'The Members and Friends of Mr. Farquharson's Hunt! gave up their house at 
Buekland, and the Club removed to Mainden Newton, scarcely a mile away from the 
Cattistock kennels. This alteration will contribute much to the convenience of 
strangers visiting Dorsetshire, as they will be enabled, in the present situation 
of the Club, to find accommodations, both for themselves and their horses, which 
the limits of Buckland denied,! 

These gentlemen held a dinner each month, either at Maiden Newtm - 
when hounds were at the Cattistock kennels - or at the King's Arms at Dorchester, 
or sometimes at The Crown at Blandford; and these monthly gatherings were often 
honoured with the presence of the Master himself and by any other distinguished 
sportsman who might happen to be in the neighborhood. Presents of game and other 
delicacies often came to their larder, and the dinner was always well served UP 3 
and foxhunting toasts, drunk with mch enthusiasm, lent a zest to the wine, which 
was always of the best, 

In 1813, I find a record of a good hunt from the Cattistock kennels 
on the 5th of March, Hounds met at i/ynyard's Gap, at the Inn, which is near the 
'‘Somersetshire Holts", and finding immediately, they killed their fox after bustling 
him round the almost impenetrable covert for twenty minutes. Hounds then made a 
move to Pen Wood, and not finding there, they drew on, through the Halst ock coverts, 
into ielbury Park, where agood fox was shortly unkennelled at half-past two, close 
to Lord Ilechester's house, ‘lurning right, he ran over the Bere earths to 


Chelborough and llalstock Bottom, but, being headed, he swung left-handed to ast 
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Chelborough, and crossing Benville lane, the pack drove on to Kidge, where he was 
again headed back toward iampisham, but turning right, he ran past Wraxall anor, 
over the hills by Chilfromesand Little Toller to wynford, and then running by 
vroxton Firs, he sank the hill and crossed the river to the hills which lie between 
aiden Newton and Sydling; Swinging right again by Park Coppice, and taking those of 
the !ield who survived over Godmanstone Vown, by Forston, to Stratton, hounds were 
finally stopped. It was one of the best runs of the year and only a few of the 
first-flighters saw theend of the day; among them the Master, the Jarl of Fiskeutie 
and lord Digby, Mr. Grove, lir. Bridge, and the Rev. Mr. Butler, 

November 1&22, seems to have been a very satisfactory month ~ if 


one may judge from the accounts of the time. The Sporting Magazine Ssaysi-= 


‘kr, varquharson's Hounds have canmenced their season of hunting most satisfactorily, 
having killed a good many foxes and had sone excellent days' sport -— the two are 
not always synonymous, One day last week they met at Foxholes, in the parish of 
Kingston Russell, where they found a very fine litter, which were bred in kr, 
Samson's earth. after running some time about the coverts, they killed one in Mr, 
Jilliams's garden at Bridehead. They immediately found again in the willow—bed, 
close to the mill at Little S5redy, and after running in covert for some time, the 
fox went to ground in a manner and undercircumstances that rarely occur in that 
part of the country, the earth-stoppers there being considered as good as ean be, 
and always do their duty gsealously, 
"The hounds then went over the hill to Gorwell, where they never 

miss finding, No sooner were they in covert than an old fox was holloaed aWay $ 

he went down to Ashley, crossed the riwulet in Longbredy Meadows, and tried Sand's 
earths; from thence he went to Lytton, ascended the hill for Askerswell, and after 
sinking the Vale and trying the earths at Nallers, went on over the arables to 
Brown's Farm and on to Up Loders where they: lost him in the orchards, Thus ended 
an excellent day's sport. ie understand that Mr. Samson, the occupier of the 
covert in which this fox was’ found, is a most respectable tenant of the Duke of 


Bedford's, whose steady adherence to the preservation of foxes, in unison with his. 
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friends and neighbours in the Longbredy and Lytton Vale, is highly gratifying to 
everyone who is in the habit of hunting with Mr. Farguharson's Hounds, 

"Mr. Farquharson has a very fine Entry of young hounds this season, 
which are particularly steady and, taking them all together, afiner pack of hounds 
was never seen and the men, as usual, are capitally mounted," 

Hounds remained in the Cattistock country until the 15th of December, 

affording excellent sport to a great number of followers who were out with them 
regularly during their stay in the lower country. They seem to have justified the 
remarks of their admiring correspondent in the foregoing paragraph; for they 
managed to kill 194 brace of foxes during the two months of their visit, which 
compares favourably with the average number of foxes killed in the same area today. 
They had a good run of an hour and a half fron Buckland Wood, during the latter 
part of their visit, running from the covert where he was found down to Upwey, where, 
being headed, he turned back up the Vale, going by Langton Herring and on towards 
Abbotsbury, being killed close to the sea about a mile beyond Langton Herring, 

The season of 1626-29 seems to have been a brilliant one, and the 
comments of various writers who sent their contributions to The Sport ing Magazine 
are worth recording. One of them writes:= "Mr, Farquharson's pack, fron the 
extensive and indeed splendid scale upon which it is Supported, of course takes 
precedence over anything in this part of the country, and it is sratifyine in the 
extreme to observe that during the past season his hounds have shown more sport 
than has been witnessed by their followers and admirers for many years past, They 
have killed indeed 105 foxes, exclusive of the ten brace more at least which they 
have run to ground" - — (I take this to mean that they have killed 523 brace 
'on top of the ground') - - "and they have certainly done their work, both on 
quick and cold-scenting days, with a brilliancy and steadiness that have extorted 
the praise and approbation of every sportsman who has looked at them with the eye 
of science and critically just observation," 


In the columns of The Sporting Magazine for December 1830, we find 


the following:- 
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"Although destined to be almost a novice in the delightful sport of 
foxhunting, vet I would even attempt to entertain the lovers of that manly exerc ise 
by the relation of a run I witnessed this season - a run not remarkable for its 
length, but for the circumstances attending it, and the campleteness of the thing; 
and for that, it exemplifies the correctness of the good old sportsman's maxim - 
‘Let not wind or weather prevent you from joining the hounds, nor induce you to 
leave them,' 

"Well - I was on a visit to Dorsetshire at the beginning of November 
last, and had the gratification, several times, of joining in with that crack and 
well-known ‘cry! of faxhounds belonging to Mr. Farquharson,- and most excellent 
sport they afforded us. You may remember that the Saturday, the sixth of that 
month, was a very tempestuous rainy day; the hounds that morning met at Longbredy 
hut and threw off at Coombe Wood, near the Great Western Road, and within a few 
miles of Bridport. We started, notwithstanding, upon the chance at eee then, 
and so outrageously bad was the weather that it was with difficulty that we could: 
keep our saddles and we got as wet as drowned rats long ere we reached covert, 
There we found only a solitary scarlet, looking as miserable as possibly could be 
painted, and evidently debating whether or not he should return home again. Our 
arrival, however, somewhat rallied him and we learned that they had unkennelled a 
fox and were gone over the hill to Askerswell, On coming up with them, however, we 
found that scent was so bad that hounds:could not hunt it a yerd, . 

‘In spite of the inclemency of the weather, which continued unabated, 

and the fact that we were ten miles from kennels (hounds were at that time in their 
Cattistock quarters), perseverence resalved us on going on to Berwick coverts, 
(still closer to Bridport) and try for another fox, There, the sure challenge of 
a well-known hound was soon heard and a most gallant fellow broke cover, taking an 
easterly direction to Chilcombe, where he was viewed, faking advantage of this 
timely help, Jennings at once took the pack to the 'holloa! and when we of the 
Field came up, such an exhilarating and pleasing Sight met our eyes as perhaps 


I shall not see again = probably heightened in some degree by the disappointment 
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before experienced, and by the contrast of the howling tempest around us. Now 
every countenance depicted joy in the extreme and every mouth gave utterance to the 
"View Halloa", 

"The hounds picked up the scent in a beautiful style, threading the 
little covert near Chilcombe, and presently took a hortherly direction across large 
open fields, running him in view for a full half-mile, packing well together, and 
led by a fallow-coloured hound. Passing Stourtell Farm House, and skirting the 
Hamilton coverts, to the earths on Shipton Hill, the fox again took an easterly 
direction and crossed the Great Nestern road at Travellers! Rest, taking a Zigzag 
direction that included some wet and difficult country, by asSkerswell, to a covert 
on iggardon Hill — a very high spot of land commanding one of the most extensive 
views in Dorsetshire, and renowned of old aS a strong Homan station - but, with: 

scorn, eynard passed over the earth, although it WaS open, and ascended the hill 
and crossed the entrenchment. Here for a moment all the horses paused, at a loss 
how to get on, as the steep was inaccessible except at one point. in arder to live 
with hounds, one had to negotiate the turn or point of the hill, narrow, steep, and 
rocky, with the wind blowing a hurricane, with a sudden and dangerous precipice 
immediately on the left, At this, about fifteen of us made as desperate a sally 

as we would fain think was ever attempted by the bold and sturdy Britons of yore - 
although theirs was the more patriotic impulse, yet ours was the noblest sport. In 
a very short time, a most curious and confused scene presented itself - horses and 
men sprawling, some rolling back again and other Struggling on and all but being ~ 
hurled headlong down the precipice (it was a miracle some of us were not), However, 
suffice to say that about six of us accomplished the pass, whilst the others were 
obliged to retreat and skirt around with the remaining stragglers. Our difficulties, 
however, were not here at an end, as the wind was so tempestuous that two of our 


select party were actually blown completely off their horses on the top of the hill,* 


*Present followers of the Cattistock will easily recognise that this description 
refers to the narrow path which leads from the top of Eggardon Hill, in a south- 
westerly direction, to The Warren below, along which it is frequently necessary to 
thread one's way carefully, if hounds run on fran the top of the hill towards the 
Leazes (or in the opposite direction), 
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"By very hard riding we could just keep hounds in sight - they wre 
gding at a tremendous pace, straight ahead in an easterly direction, which they 
continued for about four miles, when they suddenly made a turn to the left, sunk 
the Jest Compton Valley, and on reaching Woolcombe, five of us came up with the main 
part of the packs; and here, presently, a glorious sight presented itself. About 
five hundred yeards ahead, two couples of these staunch-inettled hounds ran in upon 
our gallant but vanquished enemy in open view, The thrilling 'Who-whoop!' was given 
as we pressed on and vied for glory; and I was fortunate enough to get in second 
and secure a pad, This indeed was an exulting triumph; and to show the goodness 
and merit of the run, after we had eut off the brush and pads, even the ears were 
eagerly sought for by the second horsemen, and before the stragglers came up, there 
was not a bone of poor Reynard left to tell the tale, 

"Thus ended the chase, which lasted one hour and fifty minutes, with 
Searcely a check, and the distance run was at least seventeen or eighteen miles, it 
being a full eight miles, as the crow flies, from the covert where we found to where 
we killed. Perhaps a more excellent and complete thing has not been seen for many 
@ season, and it was extolled as such by that svindvew 9 well-known sportsman, Mr. 
Butler, who, by the bye, I should observe, came up in good time to see his friends, 
the hounds, mumbiing and growling over the last bone. I must add that I returned 
home not a little proud of myself, and after dinner, elated with the sport weha d 
had, J proposed that we should have a bowl of punch served up in the jolly old 
fashion of foxhunters of yore; that is, with a pad floating in it, to give it a 
sportsmanlike relish, This was agreed to and accordingly done, and I can only say 
that I never drank a better punch or enjoyed myself more. And now, Mr. Editor, 
after apologising for the prolixity of my letter, I take my farewell, not only 
wishing you many happy returns of the season, but your friends many returns of such 
sport as ] have attempted to describe,'! 

This must have been a grand hunt, and I can well imagine the difficult 

crossing along the top of the ridge of Bggardon Hill, which, even today, presents 
many difficulties under favourable conditions of wind and weather, What it must have 


been in one of the storms of which the Dorset coast is capable, I can well imagine, 
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Our friend writes as if he had not only enjoyed himself to the full during the 
day's run, but also, at night, when dry and warm, he was seated with his boon 
companion round that punch in which floated a pad of the fox which had given them 
Such a grand day, 

In November, 1835, hounds had an excellent day's sport in the 
Cattistock country, an account of which appeared in the columns of The oport ing 
Magazine and reads as follows:- 

"On Friday last, November i3th, Mr. Farquharson's Hounds had a 
capital day's sport. The — was fine, but, from the chilliness in the air, 


the knowing ones pronouned, 'that there would be no scent; and, as the fixture was 


Yellowham ood, it wes impossible that there could be any sports; that, although the 
time of meeting was half-past ten, it would make no difference when one arrived, 
as one could be sure of finding houds there or thereabouts!! But it sometimes 
happens that the overwise are deceived in their conclusions, and so it turned out 
in the present instance; for, on Ben putting hounds into the southwest corner of 
the Jood, they immediately began to feather, and in a few seconds there came a 
challenge, and a minute later, the cheery cry of 'Tally-ho', The hounds settling 
to the line, rattled the varmint straight through the wood at such a pace that he 
broke in the direction of China Hill Barn, Fran here, he swung left, by jiaterst on 
House, and up the hill to Gray's Wood Plantation, skirting which, he turned right 
over aterston Hidge to iiolfeton Coppice, and then still further right, by Piddle- 
hinton, to lair Mile Hill; over the Sherborne Road towards Goodenough's Gorse; but, 
heing headed, he changed his course to Kinggrove, swinging left by Nether Cerne, and 
up the bottom to ir, Hart's dairy-house, where they crossed the water=-meadows and 
the Cerne turnpike, and ran on up the hill towards oydling. Rabbit shooters at: 
the top of the hill turned him back and he went to ground in Holcombe Close, after 
fifty-five minutes, run at a very fast pace, 

"Hounds were then taken to the gorse opposite lir, Goodenough's house, 
and on being thrown in, gallant Keynard immediately broke on the opposite side in 


full view of the Field, who were waiting on the hillside above. Hounds being laid 
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on the scent, went away at top pace, and running with heads up and sterns down, 
crossed the enclosures to Godmanstone Down, which they ran for two miles before 
they swung to the right for Grimstae Downs. Here they swung still further right 
and, crossing the ~ydling water—meadows, ran over the hill as if for Frampton 
Plantation, where the fox, being headed by some people tending sheep, turned short 
back through the plantations and down the hill again to Matson, and over the water- 
meadows and up the hill again to Godmanstone South Down. Here he turned to the 
left and ran over oydling Down to Cerne Park, which he Skirted, and ran over the 
hill to Up Cerne Wood, Skirting the Great iiood, he ran over High Stoy, and sinking 
the hill, ran on by Hillfield, taking a left-handed circle in the Vale, to Hemover, 
Here the pace - and the Vale - began to tell on the horses, 'bellows to mend! being 
the general cry, sane trotting, some Walking, and some completely at a standstill, 
Skirting the wood, this bold pilot crossed Bate sue Hill, and leaving oydling Wood 
on his left, ran into the wood by sydling Barn, where hounds were unfortunately 
holloaed onto a fresh fox, and Ben stopped them, after hee had run their secon 

fox for two hours and twenty-five minutes, with scarcely a checks; and had it not 
been for the unfortunate holloa, they would have killed him in a few minutes, This 
concluded as good a day's sport as could be wished for; either of the runs deserving 
to be entered in a sportsman's diary as a 'Red Letter Vay'. It was, however, a day 
which showed the staunchness of the hounds and the perseverence of Ben = who appears 
to be getting younger every day - in the brightest colours, Veterinary surgeons 
were much in request in the evenings; there were several horses which could not be 
got home, but we have not heard that any have died," 

Taking the above account as an example of the sort of hunt that the 
followers of lr. Farquharson's hounds were treated to with a fair degree of fre- 
quency in those days, it is interesting to note that today, while foxes are ofte n 
found in the bit edens coverts, they rarely run over anything like such an extent 
of country. I have discussed this fact with many hunting men who are out with the 
South Dorset or the Cattistock hounds, frequently, and I have cone to the conclusion 
that the main reason for this change is not - as some Suppose = degeneration in 


the race of foxes, but because of the change in the topography of the country, 
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lopography is hardly the word - because there is, of course, no real topographical 
change possible; but the building of many new roads, - to say nothing of two railway 
lines (the Great Jestern and the Southern), which now rm through the country,- 
have had, to my way of thinking, a very great effect on the route taken by foxes 
when roused from their kennel, Foxes hate to cross thoroughfares - particularly 
those upon which treffie is frequent - and a modern arterial road will often cause 
them to turn aside from a direct point and retrace their steps, thus spoiling wnat 
might have been an outstanding hunt, this, of course, does not apply to a fox at 
the end of a hard run, aS, wnen pressed, they will often try to make their point 

in the face of great odds. If one cares to take a modern map of the country and 
follow carefully the route taken by hounds in some of these outstanding hunts, he 
will find in many cases, particularly in long, fairly straight points, that the line 

crosses frequently over areas now intersected by modern thoroughfares, either for 
steam or motor traffic, Although in many parts of the country there has been little 
change, one must always remember that in the vicinity of large towns - such as 
Blandford and Dorchester - the steady building of small cottages which encroach on 
the land on the outskirts of the town, fiat cut down the hunting area far more than 
one realises, and has forced foxes to take a new route in their atiempts to avoid 
Civilisation, although it is amazing to me how often one kills a fox close to, or 

e 

even in, habitations, 

Among the many sources of information that have been placed at my 
disposal, none “as been more valuable than a brochure, privately printed, by George 
We feupier, “SQe, containing the hunting diary of his Great Uncle, James Lethbridge 
Templer. JI will let Mr. Templer, who at one time hunted regularly with the Catt istoc: 

Hounds, introduce the old sportsman in his own Words:= 

‘When home on leave one winter, I came across a hunting diary for 
the season 1836-67, kept by James Lethbridge empler, giving a vivid description 
of sport he had had, in what is now the Blackmore Vale and Cattistock countries, 
the accounts of the hunts were so interesting to one who was pursuing the same sport 


in the same country, almost ninety years afterwards, that I came to the cone lusion 


that the reproduction of this diary, in book form, would be of interest to membe rs 


a eC —~ 


SEES séS=“=——O 


19, 


of the family at the present day, especially as there are still a number of us who 
know our \jest Dorset intimately, Has the aspect of the country changed much since 
those faraway days? We are able to judge from what we read in the diary, that the 
vale country, in the neighbourhood of the Perrotts and Halstock, was enclosed and 
Strongly fenced, as it is now, I expect that the uplands were more open than they 
are now, and certainly the wire trouble was not to come along for another seventy 
years at least, and spoil the going on sane of the dowmn=land, as it does today, 

"Great Uncle Lethbridge seems to have acquired a useful stamp of 
hunter. From his description of his Stud, the biggest horse - "Royalist! — was 
fifteen hand two inches, the others only Just over fifteen hands. I have an old | 
picture of 'Cantab', and what a horse for the country! Enormous girth, beautiful 
shoulders, and 'near the gtound', it needs no very great effort of the imagination 
to picture him, in the heavily-fenced vale, from Coker Wood, or North Perrott, 

‘in his glory', and 'as usual, a first flighter!', as the diary says," 
. 

Mr. Templer seems to have hunted pretty regularly during the early 
part of the season, when the Farquharson hounds were kennelled at Cattistock, and 
had on the whole, excellent Sport. I come upon a day in the Diary, in the latter 
part of November, which is of particular interest, because it gives one a glimpse 
of the life at Cattistock in those days, when the Squire's hounds were kennelled 
not far from where the Cattistock kennels Stand today, and when the "old man! kept 
open house at his little hunt ing~boex, where Colonel Nixon lived later, 

"On Saturday, November 26th, Mr. Farquharson met at the kennels, 
The morning set in with hard rain and heavy fog; and,although about eleven o'clock 
scarlet was plenty in Cattistock, and the stables full, still the prospect was 
very unpromising, as all the newcomers said that the fog was bad in évery direction, 

About 12:30, I proceeded to the Squire's to reconnoitre, and found there a large 
party which was receiving augmentation every minute till 1:30, when in came Mr. 


Butler and said he thought "'twould do", Now, Mr. Farquharson always relied to a 


great extent on the judgment of the sporting cleric, so, in spite of the fact that 


the fog was still thick, he turned to his expectant guests and said: Well, 


and 
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gentlemen, I think we'd better make a Start, for if we don't go now the day will 
Soon be over,' and with that he proceeded to send word to ben, who was waiting at 
the kennels, to proceed to Chalmington, scarcely half a mile up the road, word 
quickly got about that hounds were going out, and as they passed through the little 
village on their way to the first draw, they were joined by sportsmen, many of whom 
had been waiting at The Fox and Hounds until a decision should be arrived at. ie 
threw off at Chalmington at 2:30, and 'Stole away' was heard almost instantly, 
Away we went, 'swallow-catching! through the fog, which was ag thick as a London one, 
to Sydling Wood. There was a check here of 20 minutes and then away went the bold 
varmint, by Cerne and Minterne, to Armswell, where he got to ground, Here I lost 
ten minutes catching Mr. Sheridan's horse. I and Sheridan and Captain Place lived 
with them as far as Minterne, but the rest of the way they had it all to themselves, 
Solomon just hearing them occasionally. It was a disappointing day in a way, for 
had it not been for the fog - which abated not one jot - it was almost impossible to 
Stay with hounds; otherwise we should undoubtedly have had one of the runs of the 
seasons but, as it was, the Squire was very glad to be able to get his hounds 
together and go home, it being then near four o'clock, with the fog as thick as ever, 
and the rain coming down in torrents. I rode 'Vampire!' and was very well carried, 
although I couldn't hold him at all. 


Clipping has done wonders for him," 


JAMES JOIN FARQUHARSON, Esquire, M.F.H. From 
a Contemporary Portrait, about 1810. 


Al. 


With the retirement of Ben Jennings at the end of the season 1836-37, 
over a hundred years ago, the first period of Mir, Farquharson's Hunt may be said to 
have ended, There was Something very venerable, substantial, and business-like in 
Mr. Farquharson's turnout during the administration of Ben Jennings and Solomon; 
they were cuite patterns of the old Style of respectable family servants. They 
filled their situations nearly thirty years, and although the formerswas not in the 
service of the Squire when he made his debut in 1806, Solomon was acting as ihipper- 
in at that time, and holloaed away the young Master's first fox from one of Peter 
Beckford's coverts, They both retired at the same time and were both the recipients 
of generous gifts from members of the Field, while their Master, mindful of their 
many years of faithful service, provided for them comfortable cottages in which to 
spend their remaining days, and often mounted them at nearby meets so that they might 

see how the work which they had begun so well was carried on, 

The Master himself, while no longer a young man, was still in the 
prime of life, He had no thought of giving up an active part in the Sport he loved 
so well and one of the first things he had done when Jennings had told him of his 
wish to retire fram active service was to cast about for a suitable Huntsman to fill 
his place. it so happened that Mr. Hall had been hunting part of the Blackmore Vale 
country, and deciding that he did not care to continue in that Mastership, was ready 
to sell the pack which he had recently purchased from Mr. Codrington, disposing of 
some to lr. Tudway of Wells, and the rest to the oquire. At the time that Mr. Hall 
had bought these hounds from Mr, Codrington, the latter had allowed his Huntsman, 
Treadwell, to go with them; so that when Mr. Hall gave up, he was at a loose em 
and was glad of the chance offered to him by Mr, Farquharson of coming as Huntsnan 


to the Dorsetshire pack, The Squire made no mistake in this selection, and Treadwell 


remained with him until the end, 


Henry Symonds, in his Hunting Runs and Sporting Notes from Dorsetshire, 


gives a very interesting biographical sketch of Treadwell which I think I can 


hardly do better than quote, written as it is by a man who knew and hunted with him 
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for many seasons, He Saysi-= 


"He was born of respectable parents in the village of Stoke Talmage 
in Oxfordshire, on the 18th of June 1800, and having been sent early to school, 
obtained a situation at the age of thirteen years in the establishment of John 
Fane, Esq., of otoke, where he continued dés these years, undergoing his novitiate 
in the stable department. This quiet work, however, not agreeing with the tempera- 
ment of Jem's disposition, who aspired to higher things, he quitted Mr. Fanets 
service and engaged himself as vhipper=in to Mr. Lowndes Stone of Brightwell Park, 
who at that time kent a very superior pack of hounds, Jem was now in his proper 
element — hunting - to which his earliest impulse had always incited him, and for. 
three seasons he afforded great satisfaction to his Master; but not being satisfied 
with 'thistle-whipping', his ambition and natural genius prompted him to ascend 
another step in the Jadder, and just at that time, lr. Codrington (who then hunted 
the Old Berkshire country) was in want of a second Whipper-in, and, to his inexpress- 

ible delight, Jem was selected to fill the post. jJho can describe the Joy of a lad, 
at nineteen, in his first searlet jacket as a Whipper-in to a pack of foxhounds? 
But Jem soon found that he had more reason to be proud of his new Master, who was 
one of the mobt kind and considerate men he pis ever met, as well as one of the 
best sportsmen; in fact, Jem had the good luck to fall into the service of the 
great professor of the age in which he lived, lir. Codrington being cnnsidered by his 
brother foxhunters a perfect oracle on foxhunting and everything pertaining to the 
knowledge of the noble science, 

‘Mr. Codrington's recollections of beddunebs of foxhounds were 
marvellous, and his knowledge as a Huntsman in the field was quite perfection, 
although his great weight prevented: him fron keeping a very forward places and no 
man knew better how to manage a pack of foxhounds in kennel also, Jem proved himself 

so apt a pupil under his excellent and observant Master, that, at the expiration 
of his first season, he was promoted to the place of First Whipper=in (a very unusual 
and rapid advancement for a person of his age in those days), and it is clear that 


Mr. Codrington was not mistaken in the estimate he had formed of Jem's character 
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and talents which his subsequent career proved, 


"Treadwell stood about five feet nine inches, weighing about ten 
Stone; although thin in limb, he possessed considerable power of frome with great 
activity - a wiry resolute fellow with an intelligent countenance and a cool mind, 
well at ease with hineaies quiet in manners; most respectful to his Superiors; much 
thought and few words, and of irreproachable character, In the South Wilts country, 
Ly. Codrington had to contend with two immense coverts called 'Grovely'! and 'Great 
idge', each containing about three thousand acres. such coverts in most countries 
would be condemned as only fit for cubhunting, jith a capital pack of hounds and 
assisted by Treadwell, the foxes soon had notice to quit their stronghold, lr, 
Codrington showing extraordinary sport and killing his foxes handsomely after long 
runs. Here Treadwell had it almost to himself, as his Master, from his weight and 
increasing age, could not ride up to his hounds. There could not have been a better 
training ground for a young Huntsman or hound than these large woods, it being no 
unusual occurrence for foxes found at the extreme end of one of these coverts to 
run straight through the length of the wood without a turn, and then face the open. 


‘With this worthy old Squire - a second Meynell - lived Jem Treadwell 


for sixteen years, fully instructed in every branch of the noble science, whipping~in, 


wink ine, feeding, and breeding hounds; his opinion was consulted by his Master, he 
being more frequently at the head of affairs in the field whois: omits ran hard, In 
the year 1836, lir. Hall, who then hunted the Blackmore Vale country, lost half his 
pack by madness and offered iir. Codrington a large price for his hounds, The sum 
was too tempting to be rejected, and Treadwell being invited to occupy the place of 
Huntsman in Mr. Hall's establishment, he left, with deep regret, the service of one 
whose kindness of heart was so well known and who had proved himself to Jem a 
friendly and indulgent Master. At the end of the season liv. Hall resigned the 
Blackmore Vale country, and the pack was sold - part to Mr. Farquharson and part 
to lr. Tudway of ells = and Treadwell being engaged by the former gentleman, set 
off with a portion of his late pack for the sastbury kennels, which he reached 
on the 1&th of april, 1837, succeeding the well-known Huntsman, Ben Jennings, who 


had hunted the Vorsetshire country for thirty years, but from old age and infimity 
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was no longer able to do justice in the field. The lessons Treadwell learned from 
his first Master were not forgotten when he entered on his new country. From 
'Grovely' and 'Great Ridge' he had learned lessons of forbearance and coolness of 
head at that critical moment ~ the first check ~ when so many Huntsmen lose their 
heads and, carried away by excitement, lose all presence of mind, catching up the 
pack and carrying on the scent ahead without allowing hounds to make their own cast. 
A Huntsman should be prepared for this, yet how few are So. lo aman of quick eye, 
the cause will soon be seen, and then he acts with alacrity. Treadwell had a wad 
on his shoulders and he knew when to jet things alone, and would admit that his 
hounds knew quite as much about their business as he did, which fact men of the 
present day are very reluctant to concede, '! 

The "Druid", in Silk and Scarlet, has a good deal to say pre the 
Farquharson establishment at this time, and Treadwell's influence on it. Speaking 
of the Saouire's early preference for a Smaller type of hound, he says:— "yr. 
Farquharson bought his first pack from Mir. Wyndham of Vinton, and a clever lot they 
were, the bitches being about twnety-one inches, and the doghounds twenty-three; 
and his kennel was further Strengthened by purchases from the Duke of Bridgewater 
ond Lord Petre, and drafts from the Duke of Richmond, The type bought from Mr. 
“yndham continued unaltered for many seasons except that the bitches! Standard was 
raised an inch, and it was not until much later that the eye of 'The Mgynell of the 
West' loved to rest upon a five~and-twenty inch hound, Since then he has kept a 
large and a small pack, but Jen Treadwell quite shared his weakness for the large, 
which always went into the Vale, and thought that they not only 'Streamed away more', 
but uniformly gove a better account of their foxes, be the fences big or little, 
Thirteen hundred and forty-four brace were brought to hand by Jem in his twenty={ 
one seasons; but the eighty-seven brace of his 1642-43 season was never equalled, 
as far too many rabbit-traps got set in later years, among the short oaks and hazels 
of Cranbourne Chase, which was once the great Dorsetshire nursery for foxes, 

When Treadwell came, in 1837, the doghounds were generally twenty- 


four inches, and he brought with him thirty-two couples of Mr, Codrington's old 
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hounds, which he had hunted one season for i'r, Hall in the Blackmore Vale. neveller 
was the best of the pack, but he was not big enough to breed from, and the effort 
to keep up the Collier sort was principally made through Richmond, However, from 
some peculiarity of climate, Jastbury was quite a 'City of the Plague', Bitches 
missed, and out of five and forty couples of puppies, fully half died of distemper 
or yellows, before they were sent to walk, so that it was a good year indeed which 
Saw nine couples put forward. Luckily there were plenty of good drafts to be had. 
lrickster and Castor,- whose stock, with their fine power and slight lack of iength, 
looked quite of a family,- lent no little strength to the Puckeridge drafts, as also 
did the Trustys, with their dark sandy bodies and light-coloured heads; and when 

lL yr 
lr. Smith returned to his earlier Standard, George Carter always found Mr, Farouharson 
ready for the large draft, which were full of Rockwood and Ranter blood, George's: 


old Yardley Chase experiences with lr, Grantley Berkeley had taught him the value 


of the Rockwood strain, and he did not forget it when he was at the Duke of Grafton's, 
The bitches were the best and, as they were remarkably tough and lengthy, they 
crossed well with the upstanding and rather short Ranters, Mr, Farquharson had 
Rochester, Rioter, Roderick, and Richmond, all black and white Ranter brothers, 
among which Rochester had the most power and went straicht through a covert if there 
was no fox, The beautiful grey-backed Rarity, from Rakish, by Mr. Assheton Smith's 
Conqueror, and who gets her wonderful deer-like neck from her Sire Roderick, showed 
well for Tedworth at the sale; and Rampish, another daughter of Rakish and Autocrat, 
were equally fine specimens of a cross with the Beaufort Falstaff and Rufus, 
Adelaide, the dam of that twenty—fourmand-a-half-inch Autocrat of the kennel, goes 
back to Horlock's Lounger and Foliambe's Albion; and all Dorsetshire used to call 
out for her dam, Rival, when they came to a check on the road, 


"The talent of road hitting descends like many others; and Will 


1. Thomas Assheton Smith, Master of the tedwobth, adjoining, 
2, George Carter, his Huntsman, 
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Goodall had a striking instance of it in Goblin by Harold, both of whom would fling 
their tongues when none of the other 'Belvoir black-and-tans' would own to it. 
Still, however remarkable Rival might have been in this respect, the greatest 
natural wonder of Mr, Farquharson's pack was his Splendour, who resolutely refused, 
for three years, to leave the Huntsman's heels, and then felt what a pickpocket would 
Style 'the uncontrollable impulse! , Jezebel, by the Beaufort Harrasser, equally 
withstood all Joe Maiden's endearments till long after Christmas; and yet, when he 
was casting wide near Bewerton, im the Woore country, on a very stormy day, he saw 
her suddenly go and feel] for the line of scent by herself through a large herd of 
cattle, and then speak to it through a smeuse, Vanquisher also baffled Kit Naul or 
for one season and a cubhunting, and then spoke to it on a flagged footpath, of all 
places, as he was casting down a lane; but still, Dorsetshire oplendour has quite 
the palm for obstinacy as yet,! | 

It is interesting for anyone who has hunted over Mr. Farquharson's 
country, many years after these lines were written, to learn that the old squire 
and Treadwell both felt that the larger hounds were better for the country. My ow 
experience and that of many other Masters has caused me to feel rather the reverse 
of these ideas, and I would rather hunt small, or at any rate medium-sized hounds 
than larger ones, it may be, however, that the fences in those days of agricult ural 
prosperity, were kept better trimmed, and the larger hounds could probably fly them, 
Whereas now, in the present hard times, with the attendant high wages, many of the 

fences have been allowed to grow up and hounds must needs be able to creep through 
the overgrown hedges that cover the banks, 

Treadwell's first season was a great success, ‘The local papers and 
also the sporting press were loud in their praises of his prowess in the field, and 
perhaps there is no better way to show this than to give the accounts of Same of his 
best days, as published in the newspapers of the time, He, like many another Hunts-= 
man, was a man who used his horses more as a means to get to his beloved hounds 
than anything else, as the following incident Will show. ijhen riding a young horse 
on one of the early days in the Cattistock country, hounds crossed the vaddon Vale, 


and Treadwell had a nasty fall about halfway through the run. tlhe fence was a 
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little uphill, with a very wi 


Treadwell's horse was a young 


<7 


de deep ditch on the landing side, nearly full of water, 


one which had been purchased only a week before for a 


tidy sum, but hounds were running and he never hesitated, but rode at it in the most 


gallant manner, An old=timer would probably have flown the lot, but the youngster 


hesitated a little and this ec 
Shoulders against the opposit 
took a horse from one of his 


them up when they checked in 


ost him dear, for he landed short and fell with both 
€ bank. Treadwell was unhurt and picking himself up, 
hippers<in and went on after the flying pack, catching 


the dry bracken at Bronkham, Holding hounds for'ard, 


he hit off the line in the open fields towards Martinstown and eventually ran into 


his fox near the Coach and Horses Inn, at Winterbourne Abbas. His horse, which was 


very badly injured, had to be 


destroyed, and Treadwell was wont to say, in after 


years, that this was almost the only time that his Master had ever been angry with 


him, when he said to him at the end of the day:— "You must be more careful how you 


ride a young horse at a blind fence," 


A week later, 


hounds met at Gorwell, at the farm of lr. Symonds, and 


his son recounts the day in vivid language. He says:= "Met at Gorwell, where my 


father wanted a fox killed which had been destroying his poultry. This was Tread— 


well's first season, as he came to Mr. Farquharson from Mir. Hall (Blackmore Vale) 


in the month of April, 1837. 


The Rev. William Butler wished my mother 'Good=-morning' 


as she was in the dining-room with five children, and said to her, 'Look at the 


olive branches round about thy table.' We found this old customer in a covert called 


Broad Coppice; went away through Hanging Coppice, Park Coppice, and over the ups 


and downs to Bridehead Farm, 


ascending the steep hill, On the top he went away 


across Steepleton Vown, turned to the left through Winterbourne Plantation, and on 


straight over the open downs 


jumping a wall, A Frenchman 


to Kingston Russell, where the hounds caught him 


was staying at Cattistock for the hunting season, and 


he was very fond of the sport. Just as they killed their fox, Billy Butler fell off 


his horse in a fit, but soon 


Foreigner said, 'What a pity 


recovered and as the hounds were eating the fox, the 


he did not die! (meaning the hunting parson); and Mr, 


Farquharson, with several others, asked him what he meant, and he said again - 
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'Pity he did not die, as we could cry de Whoo-whoop over de fox and de Billy Butler 
at de same time,!" 

Mention of Billy Butler calls to mind some of the stories of this 
well-known Sporting character - the parson of Frampton - who was a conspicuous 
figure in the hunting field in those days. He was somewhat older than the Squire 

and had hunted regularly with Peter Beckford and also with Chaffyn Grove at the 

: time the latter had kept hounds in the vattistock country. Mr. Butler was a great 
character and, though he was devoted to the pleasures of the chase, he was by no 
means inattentive to the duties of his profession, and it was said he could preach 
a sermon or shoot a woodcock with equal facility. He was one of those sporting 
parsons who, "to encourage matrimony and early rising", as he put it, would marry 
any of the labouring classes without a fee, on condition that they came for the 
ceremony before eight o'clock in the morning. This reminds me sanewhat of the 
dictum of Parson Milne, who was Master of the Vattistock Hounds only a few years 
ago, who used to say that he would bury a man on any day — that was a necessary 
matter ~ but that if he wanted to be married, the wedding must be on a Thursday, 


as that was the only day on which the Cattistock Hounds did not meet, 


But to go back to hr. Butler = he was a favourite with all classes 
from the lowest to the highest and at the time that the "first gentleman of the land". 
the Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV - kept a pack of foxhounds and hunted 
from Critchell, which place he had taken from Mr, Sturt, he was an intimate of the 
Royal household, His first meeting with the Prince came about in this way, One day, 
after a long and fruitless draw with hounds, the ‘oyal sportsman was told that the 
tector of Frampton could tell him where to find a fox if anyone could, as he knew 
the home of every fox in the country. Inquiring if the gentleman was out and hearing 
that he was, the Prince sent a messenger asking lir. Butler to came and speak to him, 
This, of course, Mr. Butler did, and he told the rrince that a fox was generally 
to be found in a certain gorse at a little distance, liuch pleased at the news, the 
Prince trotted off, Unfortunately for his informant, however, bhhe covert was drawn 
blank, Lr, Butler, who was never one to sit quietly under defeat, dismounted and 


went up to the Huntsman and said, "Which do you Consider your best hound to face a 
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thick place? I am sure the fox is at home, but the gorse is so dense thet hounds 
have overdrawn it,' “Well, sir," was the reply, as the Huntsman pointed with his 
whip to an old hound, ‘Trojan there is as good as any," 

To the astonishment of everyone present, hir, Butler went up to the 
hound indicated, and after stroking him down and making friends with him, picked him 
up in his arms and disapneared with him into the covert, lalking to the hound as he 
went, he at last released him and induced him to put his nose down. after a few 
moments Trojan gave a whimper, and lashing his sides with his stern, started full 
cry through the gorse. The rest of the pack joined in and pushing their fox out 


handsanely, a capital hunt followed. After this, the Prince and Mr. Butler became 


fast friends and the latter was often invited to Critchell. On one of these ow asions 


it so happened that the invitation was proffered for a Sunday night, and the latter 
replied, "Well, your loyal Highness, Sunday is a bad day to ask a parson to dine; 
if your loyal Highness will make it uonday, I will came with pleasure," The Prince, 
good sportsman that he was, of course took the suggestion in good part and the 
dinner was fixed for Monday . 

Thanks to the kindness of lirs. Rk. J. Farquharson of Bath, I have 
been fortunate enough to have at my disposal the hunting diary of Frederick Thomas 
Farquharson (son of the old Squire), written during a visit to the latter in 1839, 
He was an officer in Her lajesty's service and having a short leave in september 1838, 

he visited his father for a few days' hunting; but only went out once, on September 
27th, when the brief entry reads:= "Hunted with the oquire at Canford. Very hot day, 
Killed one fox and ran another to ground. Rode 'Sir Edward!" 

His military duties evidently took him into Yorkshire Shortly after 
this, but he seems to have had a good bit of hunting with other packs while he was 
there, and early in the year he apparently got further leave, for he hunted for a 
few days with the Belvoir, and then sent his horses on to langton, planning to spend 
his leave with the "Squire", as he always speaks of his father, The diary is so 


interesting that I have quoted from it as follows ;={ 
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"Feb.i6th, - Honeycombe., Found a brace of foxes; ran one in covert for twenty 
minutes and then went away with him towards Lord Digby's Park, Got off his line and 
went to a 'holler! in the direction of Caundle Holts where a fox had crossed from 
Honeycombe about twenty minutes before. Here we got on another fox, but the scent 
being very bad in covert, we soon gave it up and trotied away for Butterwick, Put 
the hounds into a very thick gorse nearby and Waited, and in a few minutes the glad 
| tidings were announced that Reynard was at home. Presently he broke and made for 
Butterwick coverts; skirting these, and then for ir. King's bushes. He went thr ough 
the corner of this without a check, heading rather towards Holnest. ije ran him up 
to Glanvilles Nooton, thence to Castle Hill, and then Sinking the vale at a tre- 
mendous pace, we ran into him in an open field about a mile below rulham., A fine 
three-year-old dog fox. This Was one of the finest runs ever known. The time, 
according to most people, fifty minutes without a check, with the exception of a 
Slight one of about half a minute, in the Common above Pulham. Out of an inmenee 
Field, very few arrived at the end, the pace being too gc0d. Rode 'Rory o'Moore! 
and a better horse I never rode," 
"March 5th. - Little Kingcombe. Before putting the hounds into covert, a countryman 
gave us intelligence of a fox which had jumped out of a Chalk=-pit about ten minutes 
before. lade a cast towards the Village and hit on him. ian him very hard up to 
Barrowland, leaving the coverts on the left, and pushing him through the Upper one 
over Powerstock Common to the Village, thence to Nettlecombe, loders, and over 
iggardon Hill at Mallers, where we came up with him, when the hounds turned back 
with a fresh scent; but getting them without delay on to the hunted fox, we ran 
into him in a thick hedge about a mile beyond Nallers; a very good run. One hour 
and thirty-six minutes and over a fine wild country, Afterwards drew sane gorse 
coverts near Compton Willow-beds but did not find. ‘The first part of the last run 
was fast. Rode '0.).V,! Many of the Field go left at iingeombe OWing to our 
going away so quickly." 


The New Sporting llagazine for Jecember, 1847, contains a very fmll 


account of a visit to Mr, Varquhnarson's country, written by & correspondent under 


the pseudonym of "Actaeon", Although it is impossible to establish, with any degree 
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of certainty, the writer's identity, it has been suggested that this was a 
posthumous article by "Nimrod", on account of the Similarity in style, rersonally, 
ft am inclined to think that this is a mistake, owing to the disparity between the 
date of "Nimrod's" death and the date of publication. Be that as it may, it is 
certainly well worth the attention of anyone interested in the Squire's establishment, 
and I am now of the opinion that it was written by R. T. Vyner, author of Notitia 
Venatica, 
Jhoever did write it, evidently had a thorough knowledge of other 

establishments and had certainly made qa study of hunting, as is evidenced by his 


friendly but intelligent acquaintance with Treadwell years before, to which he refers, 


the criticism of the method of feeding which was used in the Hastoury kennel is a 
peculiarly interesting one to a hound=man, because today there are many kennels where 
Indian corn-meal is used very much in the same manner that barley was employed at 
that time at Hastbury, in spite of the fact that corn=-meal is a more heating incrediat 
than barley meal, (It must be remembered that the Squire's feeder learned his 
profression in Peter Beckford's kennels, Beckford makes the following remarks, in 
Thoughts upon Hunting:- "I have inquired of my feeder, who is a good one, how he 
mixes up his meat, He tells me that, in his opinion, oatmeal and barley mixed, make 
the best meat for hounds,"), Custom is a Singularly diffienlt thing to overcome, 
and the use of old oatmeal for making "puddings" in a kennel has been canmon for 
two hundred years, I have known Huntsmen who objected at first when the suggest ion 
was made to them that pudding should be partly composed«of maize=meal, but who later, 
when they had had experience with it, felt that, as an alternative, it possessed 
several advantages, particularly in Northern countries, Be that as it may, I cannot 
but believe that with a man like Treadwell at the head of the kennel, the compo 
sition of the puddings was known and approved of by him. Taken as a whole, this is, 
I think, the best deseription which we have of the Farquharson establishment at 


that period of its history; and after all, its authorship does not really matter , 


But to resume "Actaeon's" account := 
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"On Wednesday, November chth, having an invitation to spend a few 
days with an old friend in Jorsetshire, I dropped down by the South Western Hailway 
into the neighbourhood of Blandford, and on Friday the 26th, met kr. Farguharsm 's— 
hounds at \jitherstone. This place is situated near the southwestern extremity of 
his country, and lies about six - seven miles from the town of Bridport. It is in 
the midst of choking hills and from the close proximity of the numerous coverts, 
both large and small, with which this part of Dorsetshire abounds, is but ill 
calculated to afford good straight runs, more especially as the foxes are very 
numerous hereabouts; and like all other countries which are too extensive for one 
pack of hounds to hunt, from not being sufficiently rattled about during cubhunting 
and the early part of November, the foxes run short, and by hanging to the coverts 


where they were bred, cause the hounds to change and divide to a far greater extent 


than they otherwise would do if forced away over a more open country. However, it 
was exactly the place where I wished to meet the hounds, as from the nature of the 
ground I was, as an humble spectator in a strange country, enabled to ride the 
higher ground as oceasion required, and fran my elevated position look down upm 
the stage and its performers, for from here I could see to perfection the hounds 
work out the line of their fox through the valleys as they passed from covert to 
covert; I oould see them at fault, and see them swing themselves right and left 
to recover the line, without the trouble of riding too near to them or of either 
getting in other people's way or of having a set of bustling Snobs, who generally 
show themselves at a fixture of this description, getting into mine, I could, from 
the eminences on which I placed myself, see not only the work of the hounds, but the 
skillful manoeuvres of one of the first Huntsmen of the day - Jem Treadwell = and 
his two Vhippers-in, 

"How well he cheered his pack together when they found, and how 
quietly and yet effectively did his two assistants put the hounds forward when 
drawing, or encourage them, without driving them, to the cry of the leading hounds 


after they had found their fox, Upon the day in question the Field was small, 
In the first place, the meet was not in a favoured part of the country; in the 


next place, there are not many resident country gentlemen near Vitherstone; and 
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in the third place, I fear that the Spirit of hunting is fast fading away, and that 
there are few of the rising generation who have pluck enough to face these unpopular 
fixtures, but are content to reserve their limited stud for the more holiday 
exhibitions of the baronial lawn. The worthy Master of these hounds was himself also 
absent on this occaSion, not having as yet left thesubstantial canforts of Langt on 
House for the more humble accommodation of his hunting box in the sequestered village 
of Cattistock, At eleven o'clock, Treadwell proceeded to try for a fox in the 
small covert next the hill where the hounds had met. This was drawn blank, but 


throwing the pack into the larger covert which is Situated to the right, and two 


fields distant, a fox was Quickly on his legs, and after hanging in covert for some 
time, went away at the upper end, the pack hunting him beautifully over the encl osureés | 
towards Barrowlands, From this point he bent to the right and returned to the 
itherst one coverts, through which they hunted him for about fifty Iinutes, when 
they were rewarded with what they most strictly deserved - his blood. He was a 
cowardly old fox, four or’five years old, and as fat as a porpoise, A second fox, 
after thirty minutes diversion at covert—hunt ing, likewise fell a prey to his 
bloodthirsty enemeis, At this moment the hounds were holloaed to a third fox, which, 
after hanging a short time in the ditherstone Wood, came away in the direction of 
Great Toller and Cattistock, and was eventually marked to ground in &@ main earth in 
the neighbourhood of Maiden Newton. Thus erded the days Sport, which, althouwh 
hardly of sufficient worth to bear recording in the pages of the Sport ing Magazine 
was nevertheless of that nature which enables a lover of hunting to judge of the 
work of hounds and the proficiency of their attendants; and I must Say that I was 
gratified in no very Slight degree with both. 

"Jem Treadwell I had known years before, not only when he was hunting 
the ancestors of this very pack ~ then the property of lr, Hall, who sald them out 
of the Somersetshire country ten yeats ago to lir. Farquharson = but long before that, 

when he was first man to the great Mr. Codrington, at the time that fine old 
Sportsman hunted the Berkshire country; in fact, twenty years ago, when the writer 
of these remarks was a boy at Oxford, Although Treadwell has changed Masters three 


times, it is an extraordinary fact that he has never left the original pack to which 
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he wes first entered as a ihipper-in to foxhounds; and I have no hesitation in 
Saying that, taking the whole of the experienced Huntsmen of the present day, it 
would be quite difficult to finda superior man in the field to him, To begin with, 
he is a first-rate horseman; one of the quickest men, in covert or out, to get up 
to a fox, either when finding or trying to recover his line, that I ever met with, 
He is undeniable at casting, and has acauired that sine qua_non of letting his 
hounds satisfy themselves with a swinging cast of their own, before he presumes to 
lay hold of them, Quiet with his voice when drawing or hunting them, but indefati- 


gable when in chase over a rough, broken country, cheering them continually together, 


both with his voice and horn; in fact, never leaving them, and always being in his 
place to take every advantage that may present itself, to assist his pack when driven 
from a fox's line, to kill him in a handsome and workmanlike manner, Added to this 
he is one of the most respectful and obliging men in the field I ever hunted with, 
and his character for Sobriety and devotion to the charge confided to him is almost 
proverbial, Strange it may appear that a pack of foxhounds belonging to a man of 
such a large landed property as Mir. Farquharson is, should be half composed of drafts 
from other packs; but such is the undeniable truths and although his numerous 
tenantry, to say nothing of the quarters which ought to be at the service of so 
popular a Master of Hounds in the purely agricultural county of Vorset, would, one 
would supnose, not oniy afford the means of rearing an entry for the most numer ous 
pack, but also to allow of a large draft of young ones for anyone else who might 
wish to recruit his more humble establishment, The entry for the year is more 

than half formed of such young ‘uns as Mr. Assheton omith, Mr. William iiyndham, 

or the Duke of Beaufort, may think too long in their legs or too slabby in their 
Sides to be put forward amongst their own lot. 1 asked Treadwell howit was they 
bred so few, and he told me that he was the most unlucky man in the world with 

his puppies, to say nothing of the walks of the country being so far from first-rate; 
this last spring, no less than fifteen couples of his puppies died in one week of 
distemper and yellows, just as they were weaned off and had grown fine and strmeg 
enough to be taken to walks and that this was by no means an uncommon occurrence 


at fastbury (their summer kennels), for although they had every convenience for 
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rearing whelps, plenty of room in the park, etc., with shade and shelter and a dry 
Situation, from time immemorial the ground seems to be tainted with some disease 
which invariably carried off the whelps, just about the time when they were getting 
strong enough to be taken out to quarters; and out of sixteen couples of bitches, 
which had been designated for breeding, scarcely as many whelps had been reared, to 
Say nothing of casualties which might still thin their numbers down to less than 
half, when distributed amongst the different walks in the neighbourhood, 

"As I before observed, Jem Treadwell has hunted ir. Farquahrson's 
hounds about ten seasons. At the time he was appointed Huntsman, old Ben Jennings, 
whom many of my readers must remember, and who had been the Huntsman for the pack 
hunting this country for nearly thirty years, Was, with the accustomed kindness 

and liberality of his Master, allowed to retire upon a penSions; and this fine 
sample of the Huntsman of the old school is now living in one of Lr. Farquharson 's 
cottases, in the enjoyment of excellent health, about a mile from the ansion House 
at sastbury, where the summer kennel of these hounds is situated. There is no 
country in ingland where the foxes are better preserved than they are throughout 
that part of Dorsetshire hunted by br. Farquharson's hounds, and the number of noses 
counted on the kennel doors generally equals the most murderous establishment in 
the midland districts; they usually kill from fifty-five to seventy brace of faes 
every year, including of course, the period of cubhunting. This season =- that is 
up to last Saturday - they had killed twenty-nine and a half brace. The stud 
consists of nearly thirty horses, and although they appear to the eye of a stranger 
an undersized stamp of animal and inferior to the high-bred Slashing 'cattle' which 
the horsemen in the more crack countries bestride, still they are well calculated 
to climb the everlasting hills and scramble about the thickly dispersed dingles 
and boggy bottoms which on every side present themselves, throughout the greater 
part of the County of Dorset," 

Another appreciation which was published in the New Sporting Magazine 
in 1846, is so charmingly written that I am giving most of it in its original form:- 

"In the West of England there lives a gentleman who rejoices in 


the name of "The Squire" = a mark of honourable distinction bestowed upon him 
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unanimously by the yeomen and farmers of a sporting country, for his unflinchirg 
liberality in upholding their pastimes and augmenting their cup of pleasure, He has 
kept hounds for the last forty years without a Subscription, is Chairman of their 
Agricultural Socity, Steward of their annual naces, and would have been their Menber 
long since, had not the pleasures of the chase overpowered all earthly ambitions to 
become a Ganabes, The County is purely agricultural, intersected by hill and dale, 
fringed by bold Woods, coppices, and Spinneys. At the base of the Bulbarrow Hills 
lies the beautiful fertile vale watered by the meandering, sedgy Stour, and chee kered 
with villages and country-seats of the neighbouring gentry, or the antiquated, low, 
thatched farmhouses of their fortunate tenants, who for centuries past had been 
undisturbed possessors of the soil. The fields are dotted with Symmetrical Devons 
of the long-horned, sheeted Jorsets, each proverbial for the fine flavour of the 
cream, or the superior excellence of the butter. Here, at the fall of the river, 

at the weirs, the fisherman can take his twelve~pound pike, or the Squire bag his 
six brace of birds, to say nothing of snipe and water-rail. The wild duck brings 

up her young in the marsh; the long-legged, watchful heron towers upward with his 
prey from the swamp; whilst the gaudy Kingfisher, glittering in the sun, skims the 
bank and returns to his nest under the Willow, The pretty village, with the old 
turrettec church, is seen on the hill, surrounded with orchards and gardens. The 
stuccoed Parsonage lies ensconced in its Shrubberies, with its well-kept lawn; and 
from the terrace, through the interstices of the elm=-clad walk to the river, you 
catch a fine view of the landscape around otourhead; and from Vuncliffe, on a clear 
day, you can see Shaftesbury - the highest town in the hindgom, 

"But to the Squire. liow enviable his princely domain, his new mansion, 
his host of friends, his splended stud, and his undisguised courtesy to all. How 
different from the cold, calculating, conventional manner of the London-seapn man, 
as he reins in his sprightly hack in Kotten Row, or bows Sycophantly to his noble 
friend who is passing with his two high-bred daughters, in ecstasy at the approaching 


ball at Almack's. The Squire seldom cmmes to Town, as he has no residence in 


belgravia or the regions of St, James's, but generally puts up at Hatchett's or the 
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Gloucester for a week to buy his wife some new dresses or enroll his name in the 
books of the Agricultural cocietys; just drops in to lfattersall's when sane hounds 
are to be sold, or some first-rate horses, well-inown weight-carriers in  orthampt on- 
shire or /arwickshire, There is a quiet ease about this Country souire, a kind of 
‘Monarch-of-all-I-survey', magisterial look about him - as he drives up to the meet 
prior to finding his never-failing fox on Dead Moor, or trots home with hounds after 
running to ground in the Somersetshire Holts, 

“In almost every agricultural village there is a oquire and a Parson, 


Unlike the suburban retreats of the Metropolis, there is no millionaire Smith ad 


Jenkins, cotton-lords, or city warehousemen, spicy fellows in their way, with 
Newmarket coats, bright blue bird's-eye chokers: and polished boots, hurrying homewards © 
from 'Change as if their lives depended on their dinners; or railing themselves 

down to Slough or Croydon, be=-pinked and be~booted, for a day with the Jueen'ts or 

the Surrey Staghounds, Here in the Simple atmosphere of the country, the Parson 

and a host of good fellows are out with the oquire, and I fancy I seennow the 

ieverend 'Billy' Butler, with his ample brown hunting coat, white locks, rubicund 
countenance, and capacious leathers and boots, trotting his old black horse along 

the bridle-path at the ridge of the hill. He hunted with the Squire past his 

eightieth year; and from his knowledge of the country, it was wonderful how well 

placed he was at the finish, considering the weight his never-failing trotting-horse 
had to carry," 

What a charming picture of those days, before the country was broken 
up by that jealousy which seems to be rife in almost every hunt ing country, and 
which even the Squire's popularity and liberality could not stall off in the em 3 
and to this we may add the words of one of his Field, who wrote from abroad toa 
friend:= 'I am glad to hear that my old friend, 'The Squire of Langton! ~ whose 
portrait and that of his old Huntsman and dhipper=in, Ben Jennings and Solomon, 
hang over my sideboard - is still doing the thing in the same princely way he used 3 
and long may he be spared for the County of Dorset's sake} JI remember years ago 
saying ~ and I still say - where, oh, where shall we look for his fellow? And J 


know the farmers will echo that question, Of the sea it is justly said that 
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'There are as good fish in it as ever came out of it.' I wish I could think the 


same of the hunting field, and that I could look round and see, among the youn ones, 
counterparts of the old iir. Corbet of cundorne Castle, the late Duke of Beaufort, 
the Duke of Grafton, etc., ete, Alas - I cannot find them," 

I am indebted to ir, Symonds also for a description of the great 
Minterne run, which was said to have been one of the best days that Treadwell ever 
had. Symonds's diaries, in fact, have been a source of hunting information without 
which it would have been difficult to give a graphic description of many of the 
good days, particularly in those later years when hounds were hunted by Jem Treadwell, 
His diary for December ifth, 1849, reads as follows:— é 

"Met at Upeerne Wood - the day anything but propitious, for there 


was a cold piercing wind, with frequent flurries of cold sleet and snow. Hounds 
found immediately and ran to Batcanbe where this, our first fox, was lost. Fond 
again at Minterne ~ a brace - one of which hounds killed. Treadwell caught a glimpse 
of the other fax,which looked like a traveller, and in this he was not mistaken, 
Hounds being clapped on his line, he went away directly through Upeerne, for Syd ling 
‘ood, turning to the left actoss the meadows and up the hill for Cerne Parks; but 
leaving it a little on his left, he dashed away across the Cerne road and on to 
ether Cerne, where the wind being puited out of him, by the pace he had been mde 
to go by Jem and his rattlers, he lay down in a pit. Here, Jem thought to nab him 
when he jumped up in full view, but having obtained his second wind by this short 
respite, he showed his agility by fairly outrunning his pursuers, turning back 
through Upeerne Park and then on up the hill to Upeerne ood. Again not fancying 
the pace (he had been pressed through the wood before) he turned away to the richt 
down the hill, going straight by the Cerne Union House, across the enclosures on 
the edge of the town, over the Godmanstone and crimst one Downs, and so through 
lhadjeston water=meadows = where divers casualties occurred, due to heavy going and 
blown horses, and the majority of the horsemen wished he would never top the hill, 
But this sturdy old customer was not to be handled yet; for over the hiil he went, 


as fresh as a four-year-old, through Frampton Plantations and across the Dorchester 
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turnpike, he dashed into ‘rampton water-meadows and crossed the river, setting his 
head straight for the plantations and arable fields on the far side of the hill, 
Here Some of the Field Stuck fast and the rest were reduced to a trot. He then 
headed for Hast Compton (now Compton Valence), 'Ah,! said Jem, ‘we shall have you 
here, my boy,' but as if divining Jem's wicked intentions, he tumed across the 
Compton liweleazes and the old Roman Roa id, down to Winterbourne Villace, 

"Here all those. who remained with hounds carnestly wished this long- 
winded varmint might take refuge in sane barn or outhouse, and save their horses 
from further exertion; and a short check near the village snileie sat Jem to entertain 
the belief that his enemy's career was Coming to a close (he was feeling for his 


pocket=knife to "brush! him) when Barmaid hit off the line again to the right, 


across the Vorchester=Bridport road, and away went the pack cae through Winterbourne 
Plantations, straight over the downs for Whateambe earths, Disdaining these, our 
gallant fox>held on his course by Kingston Russell House, across the water-meadows, 
as if for Foxholes Covert, which, however, he left to his ee and went up the hill 
by Vinterbourne Long Plantation, and bearing to the right again, by the Keeper's 
Lodge, made for the laurels in Mr. Williams's pleasure grounds at Bridehead House, 
where he was killed, after the best run ever known in Dorsetshire, The distance 
from point to point was about fifteen miles, and the ground traversed by the hands 
not less than twenty-five, done in two hours and a fraction," 
To the writer, who knows and has hunted over every yard of the 

ground covered by hounds in this hunt, almost a hundred years aro, it seems as if 

it must have been a very severe tax on men and horses, Two main roads were crossed, 
to say nothing of several others of minor importance, and during the first part of 
the hunt, the country is very hilly, though the going on the hills was doubtless 
far better than when crossing the water=meadows of the Frone valley, near Frampton, 
I cannot make the point over eleven miles, but I think that the estimate of the 
distance covered by hounds during the run is easily twenty-five, aS given in Mr, 
Symonds's diary. Today, such a hunt would be almost’ impossible because, as I mve 


already noted, there are two important thoroughfares crossed, which are now tarmac 


arterial roads, where traffic is so constant that foxes lislike very much to cross 
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them if it ean possibly be avoided. It is also worthy of note that this hunt 


took place under emmditions of weather which would ordinarily be considered bad 
Scenting days ~ rain, Sleet, wind, and snow = which only goes to show that one never 
knows what the day may bring forth - the "plorious uncertainly of foxhunting", as 


an old Huntsman of mine once called it, 


CHAPTER THREE 


It was at the Annaul Sheep Sale and "letting" (an old Dorsetshire 
custom which still prevailed at that time) of a draft of Mr. James Harding's 
celebrated flock of Southdown sheep, that the news of Mr, Farquharson's impending 
resignation first came out, and it came out in such a dramatic way that it is bound 
to be of interest to those who may read this book, 

Picture a lovely summer day, and a large gathering which comprised 
not only sheep breeders from all over ingland, but also two distinguished buyers 
from abroad, who had cane to purchase stock with which to strengthen their flocks 
at home; for lr, Harding's Southdown sheep enjoyed a high reputation, not only 
throughout England, but also on the Continent, At the luncheon which ir. Harding 
gave to the prospective buyers who thronged the improvised paddocks, Sir Edward 
Baker proposed a toast to "Mr, Farquharson and his Foxhounds" which was drunk with 
great enthusiasm; and amid cheers for "The Master", Mr. Farquharson, who was seated 
at the head of the table, rose. It was a full minute before he spoke, and I think 
there must have been some among that gathering who guessed, from his serious mien, 
that he had something of particular moment to Say. His first words gave an inkl ing 
of what was to cmme:= 

"Gentlemen, I rise to thank you for the honour you have dane me on 
this occasion, as perhaps you will in the sequel find, with more difficulty than I 
have done on previous occasions, In the first place, gentlemen, I will Say that I 
thank Mr. Harding extremely for his kindness in asking me to preside at this mee tings; 
my attendance will always be at his. service whenever | can benefit him in any way 


whatever, And to you, gentlemen, individually and collectively, I can only Say 
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that whatever may happen, if my services can be of any use to you, you can always 
demand them. Now, gentlemen, I know that time is very precious, and perhaps I 
ought not, on an occasion of this Sort, enter into any subject that is not 
jauettanets connected with the business of the day. But I am sure when I look 
around and see so many friends that they will excuse me for what I am going to say 
in taking this opportunity of explaining myself to them. liy kind friend, Sir 
Edward Baker, his been good@ough to couple my name with Foxhunting. Now, gentlemen, 
you must not be surprised at what I am going to say. You have all heard, no doubt, 
that there has been lately pending between myself and some other gentlemen, a 
matter which materially concerns the interests of Foxnunting in the County of Dorset, 
In the early part of May, I received from Mr. Digby, of The Castle, Sherborne, a 
letter proposing to me to give up a portion of the Vale country to the Blackmore 
Vale Hounds. I replied to lir, Digby that, having received the country as an entire 
country, it was my duty to keep that country entire, and not to divide or dispase 
of it, 

"I told Mr. Digby ~ who, in his letter, said he was not satisfied 
with hunting three months in the year, but wanted six - I said ‘If you will pres erve 
foxes, I will undertake to hunt your country as often as you will show me a fox.! 
(Applause), Well - this did not satisfy Mr. Digby, and another letter came from 
him, and I replied in the same terms, tives the country had been given to me and I 
had no right to dispose of it. Then, gentlemen, came a Requisition from the Vale 
of Blackmore Hunt, which Requisition I have got in my pocket, and if you wish, I 
will read it and the names to it." At this point there were cries of "Show it up," 
"Read it to us," etc., and Mr. Farquharson proceeded to read the Requisition - 
Signed by twenty-six of the most influential members of the B.V.H. = which reque sted 
him to concede to the liaster of the Blackmore Vale Foxhounds permission to draw 

certain coverts within the precincts of his Hunt, viz:- the Caundel Holts Woods 
and the coveris adjoining, Honeycombe and Whitfield, the Sherborne Park Coverts, 
the Holnest and Butterwiek Coverts, "Having received this Requisition from Mir. 


Messiter (the legal representative of the B.V.Hunt) I replied to it as follows :- 
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'Sir:- I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter which reached me 

yesterday, containing a Requisition from the members of the Blacknore Vale Hunt, 

I am sorry to be obliged to Say that I cannot comply with their wishes, and I shall 
be much obliged to you to convey this reply to them. I am, Sir, yours very truly, 


"J. J. FARQUHARSON™ 1 
To Henry Messiter, isq,! 


"Now, gentlemen, I have read the names — and YOU know how many 

reside in the County of Dorset, I believe they are confined to three:— Lord Portman, 
the Hon. Mr. Portman, and lir. St.Lo. Iwill not caceal anything from you, 

Previous to that I had received a letter fron Sir John Smith, urging me to cons ides 
their proposal to givevup this country. I wrote thanking him, and told him that 
when I received the Requisition, it would get the same answer I gave to Mr. Digy, 
thet I should not grant it. Sir John said in his letter that, in these times of 
movement, great changes must be made. I Said, "Sir John, these changes must no 
and will not be made by me," 

"Now I come to what it is painful for me to express to you, and 
what I think you will receive with as great pain as I give it - being placed in 
this position, I can do nothing else — because I do feel this, that if one man 
takes one thing, another man may take another, and the more you give the more they 
expect, Yesterday I received a letter from Mr, Digby in which Mr. Digby Says he 
must request me not to draw his coverts. JI have written today to my very excellent, 
my staunch, my consistent, and honourable friend, the Right Hon. Lord Iichester, 
who hassupported me and been kind to me on all occasions, and I have written to 
him because I felt it my duty that he should be the first person to know my 
intentions - I wrote to him to tell him that, with this season, I close my career 
with the Foxhounds,! 

There was an instant's hush and then a storm of protest arose. The 
Squire held up his hand and there was silence, and he continued,- "Gentlemen, it 
is done ~ it is decided. JI am a man who when I make up my mind, I do not alter Abe 
J am willing to do anything I can for the County of Dorset; but having made up my 
mind, I cannot alter it. I say this, that I only hope and trust that whoever does 


succeed me will be actuated as little by selfish motives as I have been, and tmt 
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he will endeavour to give you as good sport as I have for the last fifty years," 

It is easy to picture that scene, the old Squire surrounded by his 
friends, the farmers of the County, for whom he had done so much, and to whom he 
had been such a good friend - and those other friends of the hunting world and his 
own class, with whom he came in contact day after day; all of them urging him to 
reconsider his decision and pledging themselves to his Support. I am afraid that 
kr. Harding's sale that day was not a financial success, for no one could talk of 
anything except the impending disaster, and the chances of effecting an amicable 
adjustment, The Squire was a great figurehead in the County, a man beloved by all 
classes and looked up to and respected by everyones; and a menace to him was a menace 


to the sporting life of the County, and, as such, bitterly resented by the entire 


community. Some idea of this can be gathered from the Hditorial Leader which came 
out in the Dorset County Chronicle, published a week later, and which reads as follows 
"An excitement quite unprecedented outside the pale of politics 

(if indeed it is outside) has suddenly overspread the County of Dorset, At 
agricultural sales and meetings, in public fairs and markets, in knots upon public 
streets, at public tables and ordinaries, as well as in every private company, the 

topic and the tone are one. Gentry and farmers dwell indignantly on the unavoidable 

resignation of J.J. Farquharsm, Esq., of the Mastership of Hounds in this County, 
after having hunted it for the long space of fifty years, and being looked up to 

by the farmers of this Hunt as the most acceptable and pupular leader that ever 

directed a Field of sportsmen, The causes that have led to this catastrophe (for 

as such we do regard it in this County) are almost, in fact altogether, unprecedented, 
After half a century's service, in a sphere so arduous, a gentleman of weight and 

experience might surely be left in unmolested enjoyment of his many honours as a 

sportsman whilst it continues to be his pleasure to devote himself to the chase, 

the most reckless intruder might surely have patience with the veteran Foxhunter, 

If not, he might consider with himself whether the slightest probability exists 

of the veterans's shoes being filled by one who certainly does not possess his 

standing in the County, and who consequently might have had the grace to avoid 


attempting by a coup de main to throw the old Squire out of the saddle, 
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"Mr, Farquharson, half a century since, received the country as a 
whole, and we can perfectly estimate his feelings in making it a point of honour 
that he should nnly resign it as a whole. But when we see him driven to such a 
course by the refusal to allow certain coverts in the Vale of Blackmore to be any 
longer drawn by his hounds, we can not only fathom his indignation, but that of all 
who have been accustomed to join his Hunt, at this unparalleled and unsportsmanl ike 
act of discourtesy and, in short, injustice. Nor can we imagine the County of Dorse 
sanctioning any such proceeding, either in the form of a Requisition, or in the 
humbler, or at all events more respectful, guise of a petition; and we are glad to 
Say that, on looking through the names attached to the document in question, we fini 

that it is not a Dorsetshire petition at all; but that, headed by the Lord Lieutenart 

of Somersetshire,it is a Somersetshire Requisition in every sense of the word 3 
every one of the signatures, save three, being Somersetshire Signatures, ‘The aim of 
the Lieutenancy we can easily appreciate, as well as the political and personal 
ambition which may also be amongst the motives for this Somersetshire attempt to 
ride roughshod over the Yeomanry of Dorset. But surely that gallant band of fox-= 
hunters will rally round their ancient Squire and never suffer him to be overbarne," 

The above iditorial, which, as I have Said, voiced the feelings of 
all those who might fairly be termed the Squire's Field, and many more besides, 
might have caused a serious menace to sport in the neighbourhood, had it not been 
for the fact that the Squire's own attitude in the matter was that of a thorough 
sportsman. 1 think he must have realised that if he wished to split the country 
wide open, it was a comparatively simple thing for him to do so; but i think he 
realised that if he took this attitude, it might mean a serious blow to a Sport 
which he loved and for which he had worked unceasingly and devotedly, ven in those 
days, foxhunting has its enemies, and those enemies were always ready to seize on 
any untoward circumstance and use it as an excuse f'or doing what they could to stop 
the sport, A friend of mine, Valter de P, Cazenove, Hsq., liseF.H., who knew the 


inside history of Vorsetshire hunting through and through, recently wrote to me: 
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"I suppose you have by now becane thoroughly familiar with all the trouble whic 
existed in Dorset hunting circles a hundred years ago; and 1 am sure you will agree 
with me that, no matter what the rights and wrongs of the case were, the Squire 
behaved always like a GREAT GENTLEMAN," And that is exactly what I do feel. It is 


not easy for us today to judge as to the rights and wrongs of the case = conditions 


have changed a great deal during the last eight-five years — but be that as it may, 
the Squire, having made his decision, simply continued firm in his announced irb ention 
of resigning the Mastership of the country he had held for so long, automatically 
quashed any action which might have been taken against those who had offended him, 
which would surely have brought about an open breach in the ranks of the supporters 

f foxhunting in the County and the Surrounding neighbourhood, 

The season of 1857-58 opened as usual and Mir, Farguharson's Howmds 
continued to go out regularly in their accustomed way, changine their base of 
operations from Hastbury to Cattistock, and back acain to sastbury, as in former 
years ~ the only difference being that the coverts belonging to ir. Digby of 
Sherborne Castle, Lord Portman and Sir Henry Hoare, were closed to them. The old 
man's feelings must have been sadly hurt, but he said never a word, and his supporters 

had too great a respect for his wishes to urge him at that time to reconsider his 
decision, There were various plans, such as sending a deputation to Mr. Digby and 
Lord Portman protesting against the action they had taken; but nothing was done, 
out of respect, I think, for the Squire's wishes, 

During the summer a number of gentlemen organised themselves into a 
Committee to arrange for a Jubilee Presentation to the retiring Master, and it was 
decided to spend the sum subscribed in the purchase of a portrait. The artist 
selected to undertake the work was Sir Francis Grant, of whome Lord Jilloughby de 
Broke, in that delightful volume, The Passi Years, said:= "No portrait painter 
could have conveyed the atmosphere of prosperity and proprietorship that enveloped 
the country gentleman of the middle of the nineteenth century with equal facility, 
He was a gentleman and a foxhunter, as well as being President of the Royal Acadeny, 


and had an intimate share in the outlook and sympathy of his sitters, He was of 
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their class: he knew how a well-bred man ought to sit on a well-bred horse, ami he 


put him there, as few other artists ever could, plumb in the middle of the saddle, 


with straight back, head well up and hands well down. He excelled in reproducing on 


his canvas the particular atmosphere of his sitters, an atmosphere of settled 
institutions, of which foxhunting was not the least, and of the affluence to afford 
it, of leisure to enjoy and, above all, an atmosphere of tranquillity, simplicity, 
and permanence, which was engendered by the age in which they flourished," 


In due course the portrait was ready for formal presentation, and 


the dinner at which this final gift was presented to the Squire is well described in 


the columns of the Dorset County Chronicle; in fact, a Special Supplement covering 
the occasion was published on the llth of February, 1858, from which the following 
extract is taken:- 

"The noble Chairman (Lord ashley, ii.P.) in making the Presentation 
speech, alluded to the efficient pack which had been kept in the County by their 
venerable guest, for a period of fifty years, to the courtesy which always marked 
his conduct, and the forbearance he displayed under trying circumstances in the 
field. After touching upon the controversy which had caused Mr, Farquharson to 
retire, and his gratification that so few Dorsetshire men had had ta finger in the 
pie', he expressed his sympathy with him, and , in a few appropriate observations, 
proceeded to present the portrait. (The curtains were at this point drawn aside 
and the painting displayed to view, amidst the loud cheering of the company, which 
continued for about ten minutes.) 

"Silence having been obtained, the Chairman expressed a hope that, 
whether Lr, Farquharson determined to give up his hounds, or whether he still ke pt 
them, that picture (pointing to it) might help to remind him of the time when the 
glorious ‘White Collars' ruled over the land of Jorsetshire, and also be the neans 
of consolidating the link between landlord, tenant, and peasant. (Cheers). He 
begged to propose the health of the old Squire, with all the honours. ‘The toast 
was received with protracted cheering, at the close of which Mr. Farquharson rose 
and, with evident emotion, in the first place expressed to his Lordship the deep 


sense he felt of the honour which he had done him in presiding on that occasian., 


f redeisie: 7% ’ J 


is 707 notin 
ee 
z ft: eo Skin dees ort 


BE 
a. 


ewer | 2 


vie 


pis 
me 
preads sis isqot qe 


e' Be bar 


7. 


vies 

a a 

BH trite b dntoy 8 i 
ot 


a) Pt. 
ce. 


3 to pais Ss “f 3 


a4 


bod Plog trae ein ‘Ty ov: <& 


ae inka basso of aled Sitesboe (2 
aera Gees | 
ba | erbietee: to bat sd? tow bole 


: etal Loy OSL" eimirolfs 


29 To-- 


_gitaned softest noomted toatl ons wut tedt fname: 


- a 


: 


47, 


He had received the greatest kindness from his noble father, and he was most 
happy to see that those kind feelings were instilled in the breast of jis son. (cheers ) 
It had pleased an all-gracious God to allow him (Mr. Farquharson) to live to an | 


advanced age, and to have outlived many dear and valued friends of his early days, 


-estimonials, however small, must always be a source of pleasure and satisfaction to 
those who received them; but when they were given in the presence of such an ass embly 
as that on the present occasion, and when they were seattered over a period of so 
long a time as fifty years, and, looking at the magnificent scale on which he saw it 
held that dav, it would be impossible to find language to express the emotions which 
must be awakened, (cheers), It was not the splendour or the magnificence of these 
Testimonials, but it was the Spirit which had brought so many together on that 
occasion and the grounds on which they were produced, which was, he considered, a 
proof of their esteem and ida. (Loud cheers) In the year 1833, a similar hmour 
was paid him, the ‘estimonial on that occasion cansisting of that very beautiful Vase 
which now stood before them, and a very fine piece of workmanship he thought they 
would say it was. (cheers). He was very much pleased to see many yontienin whee 
names were engraved upon it, also present this day, ana he begged to say that he owed 
them a double debt of gratitude, on that account. ith respect to the Candelabra, 
which had been presented to him before, they would observe that they also were of 
beautiful design and excellent workmanship, As to that picture (pointing to the 
same), he thought it did great credit to the artist, and he also thought he might say 
it did no injustice to himself, (Laughter and loud cheers), He (the worthy Squire) 
now came to that part of his speech which was more difficult than any. (Mr, 
Farauharson was here mich affected, but after a short nause he proceeded), He said 
he had to convey to them the gratitude which he felt to those who had presented him 
with this testimonial: and to those who had thus honoured him he should, as long 
as he lived, remember this day; and no time nor circumstance should erase from 
his memory the proud position which they had been. pleased for him to occupy on 
that occ sion. As long as he lived, he daid, in his heart he should feel the 


deepest and most unbounded gratitude for their kindness, past and present, to 
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the old Squire, (Mr. Farquharson again displayed much emotion, but after prolonged 
cheering he at length proceeded), 

"He would not, he Said, touch upon other matters which had been 
broached there that day, but he must not allow them to think that he was going to 
alter his mind as to his retirement. He most sincerely thanked them for the hmour 
they had done him in allowing him to appear in such a proud character, and he could 
only say that this would be to him one of the proudest days of his life, (cheers ), 
He did consider that he had not lost one atom of their kindness towards him, al- 
though he was much advanced in years. (Loud cheers) The picture they had prese nted 
to hom would ulways bring to his recollection many happy days which he had passed 
in the field in Vorsetshire, and of many friends whom he had mt on those occasi ons, 
(Much applause) He thanked them a thousand times for the presents they had made him, 

they were aware that he was not a very good speaker, and he felt sure that they 
would agree with him that his feelings would not allow him to make a very lengthy 
speech, (The worthy Squire then sat down, amidst loud and long-continued applause) ," 

It is a very difficult matter today - almost ninety years later -— 
to form any fair view of the Situation, but one thing is certain and that is thet 
Vr. Farquharson had not only the whole—hearted Support of the community in which he 
lived, but also the sympathy of a great percentage of the hunting men in “nglam, 

It must have been very hard for the old man to be forced to resign after so many 
years of a happy and successful hastership, and I have sometimes wondered if he was 
not sorely tempted to try to force the issue. But in spite of the fact that he was 
a "stiff-necked old Scotsman," Mr. Farquharson was a Singularly sensitive man, and 
he was deeply hurt by the attitude which his one-time friends, Lord Portman and 

ir. Wingfield Digby, took against him - to say nothing of the fact that another 
big covert-owner, Sir Henry Hoare, had followed their lead and requested him na 

to draw his coverts, /hat the result might have been had he (Mr. Farquharson) 
cared to continue the controversy, no one can say; but, as I have said, he was a 


sensitive man and, moreover, he was an old man, and he Simply refused to reconsider 


his decision to retire at the end of the season, 
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49. 
hen the news of Treadwell's retirement at the end of the season 
became known, it was felt by the members of Mr. Farquahrson's Field that something 
in the nature of a testimonial should be given to him, and a waseetek ian list had 
been opened, with the result that a goodly sum was soon subscribed, The Committee 


in charge - Messrs, Henning, 5. Pope, Homer, Fookes, Thresher, Groves, and kebbeck - 


decided, on the recommendation of Lord Iichester, that a silver tankard would be a 
fitting memorial of Treadwell's connection with the country; but as he had two sons = 
both in Hunt service - it was thought that a second piece of plate should be 
purchased, so that an heirloom might descend to each of them, and at Treadwell's 
own suggestion a silver horn was pronounced to be highly appropriate as an ac company— 
ing present. These were accordingly purchased and the tankard is described as 
follows:= "The tankard, which will hold about three pints of wine, is an exceedingly 
chaste piece of workmanship; the design representing the hounds breaking covert with 
neynard just in sight. The hunting Scene, With horses and hounds, is thrown out 
with considerable boldness, while the frosted silver landscape in the backgrounl 
is beautifully delineated. On the top of the lid sits a fox, and on one side is 
the following inscription:-= 
TO 
JAMES TREADWELL 
Huntsman to 
JAMES JOHN FARQUHARSON, ESQ. 
by the 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 7 
of the 
DORSETSHIRE HUNT 
WITH & 
The horn - also of silver - is beautifully wrought, being entwined 

with finely-engraved leaves, and with emblems of the chase, one side being covered 
with a similar inscription to the above," 


The presentation took place on April 2lst, at a public banquet 
provided with much taste, at the King's Arms Hotel in Dorchester, 

Although lr, Farquharson had stated his intention of giving up the 
hounds very plainly on one or two occasions, there was so much talk of the possi- 
bility of his changing his mind, that he felt that he must make some sort of pub lie 


statement, and he accordingly came out with an Open Letter, which was published in 
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the Dorset County Chronicle of May 6th. It reads as follows:-= 


"Langton, liay 3rd, 1858. 


“ TO ALL MY KIND AND SPORTING FRIENDS IN THE COUNTIES OF DORSET, WILTS, AND SOWERSET := 
"Having now completed my fifty-second season as Master of Hounds, 


and the time having arrived when I announced my intention to retire from the field, 


I have now to offer my sincere and grateful thanks to those numerous friends who 
have so kindly throughout Supported me, 

"There are but ee now left of my early associates in the field, 
Many valued and kind friends have been, and some very recently, called away, whose 
memory will always be very dear to me , and fer whose straightforward and unflim hing 
friendship and support I shall ever feel a lasting debt of gratitude, 

"The causes which have led to my decision are so patent that I med 
not touch more upon them than to say that, having always tried to be guided i 
Rules and Laws of foxhunting, I could not, in honour, become a party to their 
violation,and that I had no alternative but to retire, 

"Having snnounced my determination, I had hoped that the matter would 
rest there, and I should have been allowed to finish the season without further 
interruption; and better for all parties would it have been if such had been the case, 
I saw the storm looming in the distance but hoped it would pass over. Not SO, 
however, as the members of the 5.V.H. gave notice of a meeting to be held at The Ash, 

Henstridge, on the l6th of September, when certain resolutions were passed and 
statements made respecting countries which have been so long before the public that 
I need not comment on them beyond saying that Mr. Yeatman was under an error when 
he stated 'that Stock Wood, with the consent of Mr. Farquharson, was allowed to 
constitute a part of the B.V. country when first established in 1826.' TI have 
letters in my possession from three late Masters of the B.V.Hunt, as well as the 
present Master, Major Stanley, acknowledging my right to that and other coverts. 

"I can recollect when the Prince of Wales purchased Mr. Calcraft's 


hounds, and I can prove that Mr. Calcraft hunted the whole of the country west of 
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of the Stour, including Sherborne, the Caundles, and Stock iiood, With regard to 
what is called the Houghton country, if my Lord Portman felt that he emld eall upon 
me to give it un to him, when he was so pressed to keep hounds =— why did he not do 
so? His Lordship speaks of having killed as many as 29 foxes in a season, and states 
that I could hardly say that in the last two seasons, 1 had killed 10, In former 
days Houghton Wood itself was a metropolis for foxes and foxes were not destroyed, 
or litters taken up, in the ioughton country as they have been since, 

In the resort of the Noble Baron's speech in the oherborne Journal, 
of the 17th of Sentember (which I have alwavs considered to be one of the most 
correctly renorted papers) the noble Lord is made to say, 'that in some parts of 
the country, coverts were surrounded and faxes killed, to save the trouble of coming 
again. tie called that fox-killing, not foxhunting.' My Lord Portman, in a letter 
to lr. Gerard Sturt, who, in his speech at Jorehester, on the 10th of rebruary, made 
observations founded unon the statement in the illustrated News, and which also 
appeared in Bell's Life, on the 27th of September, and had not been contradicted - 
‘it was the system of hunting followed by Lr. faraquharson, of which IJ Spoke, am 
not the system of his servants,! Now, I consider this to be a slur upon my character 
as a sportsman, and, since his Lordship is fond of facts, 1 would beg him to prove 
the correctness of his statement. As his Lordship has for many vears known, that 
should an onoortunity occur, an effort would be made to make ~herborne the 'Melton 
of the vest', how much better would it have been if lr. Digby and his Lordship had 
come to me and said,— 'Now, you are getting old and we feel that we can hunt the 
country more efficiently than you can = will vou give it up to us? We will try 
to hunt it, as no doubt we shall, satisfactorily.' Instead of that, all the best 
part of the country was to be taken away from me, and I was to be left with what? - 
why, anything they chose to give me, 

After working half a century, and devoting so much of ny Life in 
endeavouring to contribute to the promotion of the noble Science, I was not the 


man to be so treated; and, although I had hoped to be enabled to contribute to the 


amisement of my County for a few more veers, as'a Master of Hounds, I ean only say 
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that, in retiring, I shall feel more deeply than anything else the separation 
which will necessarily follow from so many of those kind and excellent friends, 
and those mutual greetings of kindly feeling which, in the hunting field, I have 
been so long accustomed to. 

"I can only hope that those who succeed me may be as little actuated 
by selfish motives as I have been, and show as much zeal in the cause and as me h 
anxiety to please as I have done, and that, with all the fun of foxhunting, there 
may be no lack of science, I once more beg leave to express my grateful thanks for 
the many proofs of kindness bestowed upon me, and I beg to assure my friends in this 
and the adjoining Counties - who have on every opportunity, so readily offered and 
allowed me to partake of their hospitality - that I shall never cease to acknowl edge, 
with unfeigned gratitude, their kindness and liberality. 

"To those friends who have been in the habit of "walking puppies" I 
am, in a great measure, indebted for the majority of my pack, and I cannot be too 
thankful for their aid and assistance. 

"Before I conclude, I beg to express to all those — not omitting the 
ladies - who have presented me with such munificent testimonials of their regard 
and esteem, my most heartfelt and unbounded thanks, and to assure them that the 
consciousness of such testimonials being given in real Sincerity, will make then 
doubly and trebly valued by me, I can now only bid you all, my kind and good friends, 
farewell; and that you may all live long and enjoy every happiness, is the fervent 
wish of 

"Yours sincerely and faithfully, 


Jd. J. Farquharson," 


One can easily imagine the feelings of deep regret with which this 
letter was read by the sportsmen of the County - and it was not only the sportsmen 
who felt as if the ground had been cut from under them, but also the farmers am 
farm lebourers, to whom the old Squire had always been a benefactor and friend, 


there was hardly a man among them all who had not at some time been befriended by 
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him, and they had all cherished the hope up to the very last, that somehow things 
would be adjusted, and that hunting would go on as before, But the publication of 
his farewell letter allowed no room for doubt that indeed the end had come, ard 

that his career as a Master of Hounds was over, At the annual earth-stoppers! 
dinner, which was held at the Fox & Hounds, Cattistock, on May 13th, at which Tread- 
well presided, there was a tinge of melancholy which cast an unwonted gloom over the 
assemblage of the men who had played a small but important part in the sport which 
had been furnished during.the past years. The Squire's health was drunk, and that 
of Mrs. Farquharson, and many were the wishes that they might live long to be a 


blessing to each other and to those around them, 


_ Once the die was cast, and I can find nothing that leads me to believe 
that the Squire ever hesitated for one moment after having made public his decision 
to retire from active participation in hunting matters, Mr. Farquharson lost no time 
in disposing of his stud and his hounds. He kept a few old favourite horses, so 
that he and his old Huntsman should always have mounts, in case they wanted to spend 
a “busman's holiday" in the field, and a few brood mares as well as some young stock, 
but that memorable Dorsetshire dynasty, which Mr. Farquharson - then a mere Christ 
Church stripling of two-and-twenty - inaugurated, horn in hand, with the cubhunting 
season of 1806, and true to his own family motto, carried out “with fidelity and 
fortitude", as an honoured trust from his County for two-and-fifty years, was 
numbered with the past. ‘The "Druid" thus describes the Sale, which took place at 
Hastbury, where lir. Farquharson's kennels and hunting stables were Situated t= 

"We left the train," he says, “about 2 a.m. on the morning of June 9th, 
at Jimborne Minster, 


'Low on the sand, and loud on the stone, 
' The last wheel echoed away,! 


as the Blandford mail-bags were hurried off through the mist; and, after lingering a 


little near the church porch, till the clock struck three, and making a wild shot in 


the darkness at one of the three cross-roads, we pointed, as we hoped from prev ious 
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hunting-map studies, for the “astbury kennels, i/e felt no remorse for the beds we 
left behind us, as it would have recuired more than spartan self-control, at that 
hour, for any \/imborne publican to arise and let us in, and they were never put to 
the test. A walk on an early summer morning, just as the bridal chuckle of the 
blackbird begins to open in every spinney, and the weasels are never done cre sing 
the path, and keeping you in stone practice, is peculiarly exhilarating, 

‘However, Nature has no charms after half-past four; and having once 
tried the same thing near Godalming, as a boy, for the sake of cubhunting with Colonel 
vyndham's hounds, we can publicly assure the owner of a hay-field abutting on the 
first milestone out of Blandford, that he was the unconscious donor of most charming 
slumber. The sound of a peal of church bells came floating up the river, and awoke 
us at last; and, shaking off sleep and the hay-seeds, we strode gaily on our way, 

"Blandford did not present any signs of unusual life. One or two 
Masters of Hounds might be seen 'stealing away! from the Crom, in the direction of 
Sastbury, by eight o'clock, to have a quiet hour 'on the flags' before the country 
stream set in; but scarcely another soul passed us in the next fiye miledy.«secte 

"All roads led to Lastbury that morning, and from all points of the 
compass vehicles of every description, crowded with parties angious to become 
possessed of some of the celebrated stock to be disposed of, or to witness the last 
of an establishment with which their sporting associations had been so long cainected; 
and among the latter were heard many expressions of regret that the time had arrived 
for their doing so, The most liberal preparations had been made at sastbury for 
the reception of the large numbers expected to be present at the sale. Several of 
the Sauire's own well-fed beasts and sheep were specially slaughtered for the 
occasion; hogsheads of wine and beer were brought up fram Langton; and tables, 
capable of seating several hundred at a time, were spread beneath a marquee in front 
of the establishment, 

"Tickets for the luncheon had been freely distributed by the temnts 


of the Squire, and when the doors were thrown open, the tables were quickly filled 


and, in successive parties, not less than a thousand were entertained that day, 


55 


Before the first party had left their seats, Sir Edward Baker briefly introduced the 
health of Mr, Farquharson, which was most heartily responded to with much cheering, 
The Squire himself was at Eastbury during the day, in excellent health and spirits, 
although he was still a bit lame from the result of the accident which had prevented 
him from hunting on the last day on which his hounds were out, although he greeted 
many of his old friends and acquaintances when they first arrived, he left before 
luncheon started and did not return during the business which occupied the time after 
luncheon, 

‘From Langton there came a great party of Masters of Hounds who had 
been entertained there by the Squire, among whom were Sir Velters borurart, barte, 
of the Herefordshire; Rew. Joseph Arkwright of the iissex; Mr. it. Arkwright of the 
Oakley; Mr. Parry of the Puckeridge; lir. Barnet of the Cambridgeshire; ir. Marri ott 
of the Hast Essex; Mr. Garth of the Hampshire; lir. Scratton of the Essex Union; Mr. 
Montague, South Berks; Mr. Cromore, New Cheltenham; Mr. Villebois, Norfolk; 

Mr. sussell, Devonshire; Mr. Tregonwell of the Hursley; Mr. F. Wyndham, South Wilts; 
Mr. Duffield, Berkshire; Mr. Radclyffe of Dorset; and many more besides, 

"Treadwell, too, had been entertaining a little special party canposed 
of some of the most noted Huntsmen in Hngland, and among those present were George 
Carter of lir. Assheton Smith's (the Tedworth); George Dale of the Old Berks; Turner 
of the Blackmore Vales; Carter of the Duke of Beaufort's; John Treadwell of the Juorn, 
etc., etc, 

"The stableyard was full of prospective purchasers and old Piercy 
who had formerly trained for the Squire in the days when the 'red=and=black-cap' of 
Langton was often to the fore at the race meetings in the South country, chatted 
confidentially with Arnold, who had been stud groom for many years. Three hundred 
yards away, near the kennels, the Masters of Hounds, and their Huntsmen, were looking 

over the lots that were to come under the hammer and among the most interested were 
Mr. Radelyffe of Hyde and lir, Tatchell Bullen, both of whom were heavy purchasers 
later in the day, hile, by the disruption of the old establishment, the Blackmore 


Vale will be at liberty to enlarge its area of sport, the rest of the vast hunting 
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ground of the 'Meynell of the West! will not be suffered to lie fallow, In fact, 
there was no feature more marked in that vast assembly of foxhunters which drew up 

at Sastbury than the unanimous ratification by it of the prospective liastership of 
Mr. Radelyffe of Hyde, It was the sah oiled on that gentleman's part that he had not 
only the best wishes of Mr. Farquharson, but of every one of those County men who 

had been first taught by 'The Squire! to love the noble sport, which nerved him to 
cut down all opposition when Mr. Tattersall had reached Lot 7, and send them hane 
with the pleasant thought that a new Dorsetshire pack had arisen out of the old, 

"Tt was fully two o'clock before Mr. Tattersall could get a following 
to the Kennel paddock, and then it was a good half-hour before the first lot of 
hounds could be brought out. ivery square foot of wall within earshot of him was 
occupied by a Dorsetshire man, and when no more seats were available, they fairly 
impaled themselves on the Kennel railings, and clung there with the most desperate 
tenacity, with scarcely an inch and a half for grip for their toes, A three-foot 
wattle fence marked out the sale-ring below the rostrum, but the crowd, in their 
ardour, would not leave it. In vain did Mr. Tattersall urge that none but Masters 
of Hounds should enter that ring; and in vain did Treadwell saw the air with his>- 
hands in agony, and adjure them to get outside, lest they 'over-ride them!. The only 
feasible proposal in this juncture, boomed forth from the lips of the men on the 
wall, addressed to Treadwell, lr. Tattersall, and the world in general, viz:— 'Put 
the whippers—in in the ring', At last, a pretty good clearance was effected and 
things went on more smoothly; although, before it came the turn of the puppies, it 
became necessary for lr. Tattersall to pleasantly congratulate the assembly on the 
sudden and most unlooked-for accession to the ranks of English Masters of Hounds } 

"Mr, Tattersall opened with a few feeling words about the sad occ asion 
on which they had met, He said that, as a sportsman, he could truly say how much 
better he would have loved to meet the pack with Treadwell at the covert=side than 
to stand there and sell them. if the humber of noses, he:.added, was to be their 
test that day, they were second to none, and he trusted, if Dorsetshire was to have 


a pack worthy of its old Langton renown, that a buyer would come forward at once 3 
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for he could now get some thirty odd couple of high=bred and well-tried hounds at a 
stroke, and not wait till other Masters offered him the mere refuse of their kennels, 


"The fifteen lots of entered hounds of four couples in each lot, were 


first brought forward, it being explained that those of the larger size were among 
the earlier couples to be disposed of. The first lot was knocked down to Mr. Tatchell 
Bullen, for sixty guineas; and the four succeeding lots were secured by the same 
bidder, at the respective figures of seventy-six, sixty-seva, fifty-six, and seventy 
guineas, It was at first thought that Mr. Bullen, who not only purchased these, 
but several other lots, was buying them for smmeone who had the hunting of the 
Cattistock country in view, but this turned out not to be the case, and it is now 
believed that Mr. Bullen was acting for some i.F.H., whose engagements made it 
impossible for him to be present himself, 
"Lot 6 was purchased by Mr. Arkwright, at seventy guineas, and Lot 7 
by Mr. Armstrong, at eighty-three, and then Mr. Radelyffe, who had hitherto remined 
Silent, came into the field and succeeded in securing Lot 8 for seventy. The next 
lot was started at fifty guineas, and went rapidly up to ninety, when Mr. Radelyffe 
came out with a ‘clincher! to the tune of one hundred guineas, at which price th ey 
were knocked down to that gentleman. It had now bepme evident that the cream of 
the pack were being offered, Wr. Radclyffe making the first bid of one hundred guineas ) 
for Lot 10, and, after this price had risen to one hundred and twenty guineas, he 
was declared the purchaser. In Lot 11, there were but three and a half couples, in 
conse°uence of one of the hounds having died; they were purchased by the last buyer 
at eighty-six guineas, By this time, it was easy to see that Mr. Radelyffe who, by 
the way, was an old and intimate friend of Ir. Farquharson's, was buying with a 
distinct object in view, and the word passed quickly round that he contemplated 
taking on at least that portion of the country which lay near his estate at Hyde, 
Many of the Squire's old supporters, among the hunting farmers » who were watching 
the proceedings with interest, sized up the situation, and with each of Mr. Rade lyffe's 
new purchases ~ and he purchased a good many - their cheers went up as he formed 


the new pack, But Mr. Farquharson's hounds were in great demand, and neither ir, 
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Radelyffe nor Wr. Bullen, who bought several more, secured their lots at low prices, 
lot 12 was started at eighty guineas, and after a spirited competition, Was secured 
by Lr. Cregoe Cromore, for a hundred and thirty-five guineas, which was the top price 
of the Sale. But Mr. Radelyffe was not to be denied, and he managed to secure the 
next at a hundred and thirty guineas, the next highest lot of the day. lot 14 was 
knocked dom to Mr. arkwright of the Oakley, at a hundred and twenty guineas, and 
the final lot of the entered hounds went to lr, ttadelyffe, at a hundred and twenty- 
five guineas, The total price received for the entered hounds was 1,368 guineas, 
the average being upwards of ninety~one guineas for each lot, or nearly twenty-t hree 
guineas a couple, 

‘Music and her siz whelps, by Bantry, brought twenty-three guineas, 
and went to the Oakley Master, while Lomely and eleven whelps by sutocrat, went to 
Mr, Yuffield, of the Old Berks. for thirty-two guineas. xogamond, heavy in whelp 
to Bantry, was purchased by lir. scratton, who was abjured by an enthusiastic Dorset— 
shire farmer to take good care of her - as he had walked her and knew her well - 
Mir. Scroatton responding by taking her tenderly back to Essex with his own hands. 
The unentered hounds were next brought out, in five lots, of three couples each; the 
first lot going to Mr, Bullen, while Mr. Duffield purchased Lots 2 and 3, at thirty- 

seven and forty-four guineas respectively. Sir Velters Cornwall secured Lot 4, at 
fifty-five guineas, and the last lot - only two and a half couples, made thirty-one 
guineas, going to lir. Long. The grand total of the sale of hounds was thus brou ght 
up to 1,62 guineas, " 

Jt may be interesting to anyone reading this account of the Sale to 
learn that ‘Serutator" (K.\/,Horlock) - himself a noted Master of Hounds = had visited 
the Lastbury kennels just prior to the Sale for the purpose of making a critical 
analysis of the hounds. His detailed description of the pack at that time is too 
lengthy to be given here in full* (Note to be inserted at the foot of the page = 
*those interested can find this in full on page 295 of "The Neynell of the est"); 
but he described the pack as follows:= "These are foxhounds all over, such as we 


rarely see or read of in the present day - a fine dashing lot of hounds; many af 
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59 
them standing 26 inches in height, with clean necks, fine shoulders, and good 
muscles behind them, supported on straight, bony forelegs, There was the old style 
of foxhound before me, Such as my eyes delighted to dwell on — the fashion and f orm 
of bygone years = and, I sav it unhesitatingly, not improved upon in this enlightened 
age," 

A most interesting criticism, I think, in which Mr. Horlock's liking 
for big hounds such as Wr. John Warde bred, comes out strongly. Judging from the 
prices received at the Sale, one must believe that Mr, Farquharson's hounds were in 
great demand and that bidders were not lacking. 

"The hound sale over, the assembly adjourned to the front of the 
house once more, and the twenty-eight horses, which were, with very few exceptions, 
all bred by lir. Farquharson, were brought down a wattle way in front of Rostrum No, 2, 
In earlier days, with Piercy to train, and cawyer, and then Connelly, to ride, the 
red-and-black cap of Langton was perpetually seen in the front, at salisbury, 
“eymouth, and elsewhere in the 'South Countrie', and Grey Marquis, Blatk ond all 
Black, Presentiment, and Garus, alone, won no less than cighty races, Cadiz, by bor, 
is the hunting sire which hehas principally used, but that good bay horse died 
some thirteen or fourteen years aso, and his son, Hobgoblin, by Phantom, wal of 
Annette, has well kept up the sound 'wear and tear! stamp of the Hastbury stables, 

‘And so, the great hunting establishment of EKastbury. passed away on 
this pleasant June afternoon. Heartily do we trust that, as Mr, arquharson has made 
so great a sacrifice, and torn himself forever from the pursuit he loved best, in 
obedience to a stern sense of what he owed to the County over whose f axhunting 
destinies he had presided so long, that the strife of tongue and pen which his resolve 

and its causes have engendered for many a weary month, may be hushed at last, Al- 
though wecan never exnect to see such an establishment again in Dorsetshire, the 
lessons in the Noble Science which the Squire, and his able assistants, have given, 
will never be forgotten while 'a white collart or a farmer is left in the land. It 
now only remains for us and them to bury the causes of this premature break-up, and 


to look with pride and pleasure to all that is pleasant in the past, and with trust 


and hope to the future," 
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The full extent of the loss sustained by the old Squire's retirenent 
began to be felt almost at once. On the Tuesday following the sale, there was a 
meeting of the proprietors and occupiers of coverts, at the King's Arms Hotel, in 
Dorchester, for the consideration of such arrangements as might be necessary for 


hunting the country which was left vacant by the retirement of lir, Farquharson, 


Lord Rivers proposed that the Chair Should be taken by Lord Digby, and this motion 
was at once seconded by Sir Edward Baker, and carried unanimously. ‘The noble Chairman, 
in opening the proceedings, said that they were all, of course, perfectly well aware 
what this meeting had been called for. In consequence of the retirement of Mr, 
Farquharson, the country had become vacant, and it was most essential to ascertain, 
without delay, what gentlemen were ready to cone forward with an offer to hunt the 
whole, or a portion of, the country; and, having found that out, to divide the 
district in that manner most satisfactory to the majority. Could any influence have 
contributed to this desirable end, it would have been the conciliatory bearing of 
the noble Lord who presided, but it soon became evident that little or nothing could 
be effected because there was a very great divergence of opinion as to the proper 
boundaries of the several parts of the country, 

In response to the Chairman's question as to whether anyone was ready 
to cane forward with a proposition to hunt the Cattistock country, where, he said, 
"all the foxes were bred," Mr. Radclyffe stated that, while he should like nothing 
better, it was too far fran him to enable him to even consider the proposition, and 
Mr. Portman made the same objection. ir. Henning stated that they could not well 
do without a pack of hounds in the Cattistock country, and Mr. Harbin said that it 
was the universal feeling of the sportsmen in that part to see his Lordship 
(Lord Digby) at the head of a good establishment in thet country, but the latter 
assured the meeting that, while he was ready and willing to do anything in his power 
to further sport in the country, he could not take upon himself the responsibility 
ar keeping a pack of hounds, his excuse being that he was away from Minterne much 
of the season, 

lr. Radelyffe,who, because of his extensive purchases of hounds at 


the sale a few days previous, was looked to as a possible successor to the Squire, 
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said that it was rather difficult to make any definite proposition under the existing 
cireumstances, No one had come forward, prior to Mr, Farquharsons's sale, and he had 
been requested on all sides not to let the cream of the pack go out of the County, 
and had accordingly purchased the nuclens of another pack, He had not been aware 
until that moment that any other gentleman intended to hunt the country at all, and 
while he had not the slightest wish to act in opposition to anvone else, he did want 
to know where he stood, He said that he had spoken to both Mr, Farauharson and Mr, 
Drax ~ the latter, by the wav, had told him that he would be glad to have him hunt 
the Charborough country = but they all knew that no man ‘cared to take a country with 
only a brace of foxes in it,' and that, having taken the advice of Mr, Farquharson 
on the subject, he did not feel that they should ask him to keep a pack of hounds 
for that cSedtee Tee. If they had intended to divide the country, it seemed to him 
thet, before the hounds were sold, sane sort of a definite arrangement as to the 
division of the country should have been arrived at. Nothing aa however, been done | 
and under these-eircumstances, he had bought the hounds, because he felt that if he 
didn't, there would be great difficulty in finding any pack with which to hunt the 
country, He said that he had talked the matter over with Mr, Farquharson and the 
latter had marked for him those hounds which he (Mr, Farquharson) thought would be 
most useful in hunting that portion of the country which remained after lLir, Digby 
and Lord Portman had completed their proposed arrancements for the Blackmore Vale, 
He stated that the country he wished to hunt was the Charborough country, follow ing 
the line fran Milborne-street, along the main road to Milton Abbey, leaving the wall 
of lilton Park on the right, and proceeding thence to Anstey and Short Wood, ‘taking 
in the coverts on that side of the road, by Holcombe = his boundary line to the West 
being the Turnpike road from Giant's Head to Dorchester and Weymouth (in other words, 
very much the same boundary as that which now exists between the South Dorset and 
Cattistock Countries), He asked for this before he was aware that any other 
‘country! was ahout to be formed, and most of the proprietors of coverts had eiven 
him their consent readily, so that all he had to do - if the country was granted to 


him - was to go ahead and hunt. He would be able, if the arrangements went through, 


to give them two davs a week, 


pak) devon 
. , 


a 
a 


jal a - 

(on 7 ‘ J ; A ; arr > ot £ ni + 
> “6 Bxote Scot oh . i Natl ie eaten ieatandinadl ’ a 

_ < ; * : : ‘ 7 ; - 


5. : : s@ 
- 7 7 


» 


7 F é nd : i lad 7 ae. ? Le 
w . 7 , 1 : 7 : - 
» , ' - 2 > 5 = > > f 7 a q | - é 
y . ‘ d bax ; P , - . ‘ a 


62. 


lo anyone reading the account of this meeting, it is very evidert 
that it was almost impossible, at that time, to come to any agreement which was 
Satisfactory to all parties concerned. The Portman interests wanted rather more 
country than was eventually allotted to them, to the detriment of Mr. Radclyffe, who 
might perhaps be said to have been representing the south Dorset contingent while lr. 
Yeatman acting as an unofficial representative of ir. Wingfield Digby, demanded a 
Still larger slice than the territory which had been originally asked for in the 
famous 'Henstridge Ash Requisition! They were all very guarded in what they said, 
all very civil to each other outwardly; but, reading between the Lines, it seems 
quite evident to me that each one was trying to get the "cream" of the old Squire's 
country, and that none of them was willing to take it on as a whole, or share it 
equally with anyone else, 

For a few years following the sale, the Squire continued to hunt with 
neighbouring packs at irregular intervals, sometimes in company with Treadwell, as I 
have already described, sanetimes as the guest of sane neighbouring Master. In an 
old clipping taken fran one of lirs. Farquharson's diaries, I find the following 
account of a hunt in the Tedworth country, which seems to me of interest ;= 

"The Tedworth Hounds met on Thursday, at Red Rice, the seat of T. Best, 
Esq. Jt was fixed for the purpose of giving a hearty welcome to the good old 
Dorsetshire Squire, who was the guest of Mr. Best. The ground, from want of rain, 


was hard, and anything but in hunting order. On reaching the house, the greatest 


hospitality was displayed by the wrthy owner, and his kindness was highly appreciated 


by all," 


It was gratifying (adds the Devizes Gazette) to see how well the 
Dorsetshire Squire was looking, and with what zest he still followed the noble sport, 
To see him still sport the scarlet with the white collar, recalled to one's min 
the fine sport he had shown for years gone past with his noble pack in Dorset, Well 


may the sportsmen of Dorset be prouc of such a man, 


. 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 


63. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


It is not my intention to attempt to discuss the happenings in the 
hunting world of Dorsetshire in general. ‘This is a history of the Cattistock Hunt; 
its Masters, Hounds and Lountrys; and during the season of 1858-59 it had no Mast ers 
its hounds were non-existent, and the country was not hunted regularly. In fact, 

I can find no mention of any hunting there, except on occasions when lr. Radelyffe, 
whose pack of hounds, most of which were purchased from the Farquharson Sale, 
brought hounds up from their kennels at Hyde to meet in the neighbourhood of 
Dorchester, by special invitation of the owners of coverts,. lir. Symonds, in his 
journal, gives an account of two of these meets. 

"December 5th, 1858. Mr. Radelyffe was asked to meet at Bradf ord 
Plantations, as no one was hunting the Cattistock country, till Lord Poltimore 
took it the following year. Found there and ran over Martinstown, on to Hardy's 
Monument, bore to the right over Steepleton Cowleaze, Abbotsbury and Dorchester 
main road, sunk the hill to Bridehead ferm—house, up the hill opposite, and took 
the big Eweleazes, leaving the old trackway to Portesham and Gorwell on the left, 
to Foxholes, straight down the water-meadows to Lower Kingston Russell, on to 
Longbredy, which was a few fields on our right, on ahead over the stiff fences, 
and Litton Vheney road, to a cover called Nine-acres, went on through the Ashley 
Woods to Hook and Puncknowle jiood, where we were obliged to stop = darkness con ng 
on. This fox was caught the day before ina rapbit net in Ashley Woods, carried 
by a gentleman from Bradford who was shooting there, ina bag, in his carriage to 
Bradford, and was turned out when hounds met there next morning, and knew his way 
back to his native haunts, We went back to the "King's Arms," Dorchester, and 
rested ourselves and our horses, ‘The hounds reached the Hyde kennels very late; 
and I got to Milborne St. Andrew about nine o'clock," 

Karly in November of 1859, there was a large General ieetinge held 
at the antelope Hotel in Vorchester, which was convened by R.B, Sheridan, ESQ, 


of Frampton Court, to take into consideration a proposal from his son-in-law, 


lord Poltimore, to hunt the Cattistock Country, Among those present were Lord 
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Jigby, the Hon. Edwin Portman, J.C.Radelyffe, isq., George Harbin, Usq., 
M.S, Yeatman, Esq., J. Tatchell Bullen, usq., J. Gundry, Esq., and many others, 
It was proposed by Lord Digby that Mr. Harbin should take the Chair, observing that 
as the grandson of Mr. Phelips who had hunted the country many years ago, he would 
be a suitable selection. Mr. Radelyffe seconded the proposal, and it was unanimously 
agreed to, Mr. Harbin having taken the Chair, said that as they were well aware, 
they had met on this occasion at the request of Mir. Sheridan who had a propos ition 
to make with reference to the hunting of the Cattistock Country on the part of Lord 
Poltimore, Mr, Harbin said that he felt that it was a matter of great congratulation 
to them all that a nobleman should come forward with such a generous Spirit and 
liberal disposition to hunt a Country which he believed was still vacant; and he 
called upon lr. Sheridan to lay before the meeting the proposition he had to make 
on behalf of Lord Poltimore, 

Mr, Sheridan, in addressing the meeting, said that he wished to make 
it quite clear that he had not in any way intended to usurp the prerogatives of 
their past Chairman, Lord Digby, for he said that no one had been at greater pains 
to aid in the division of the country which had fallen vacant on the retirement of 
lr. Farouharson. He then read a letter which lord Digby had sent him, which ran as 
follows := 

"Minterne, 
lwonday,. 
"My dear Sheridan: 

"As Chairman at the last County Meeting, on the occasion 
of dividing Vr. Farquharson's Country, I must decline calling another, as I look 
upon my duties in that office as having ceased, when Portman's and Radelyffe's were 
arranged. Of course, I shall attend the meeting you propose to have, to answer any 
questions as to what took place when I was in the Chair, and I think the sooner you 
have the meeting the better. You will not be surprised at my declining to take so 
prominent a position as calling a meeting when you consider the very invidious 
situation it places me in, in regard to my relative, George Digby; not do I think 
it would be right in Lord Poltimore to draw either the Minterne or the Melbury 


eoverte this season, without G, Digby's cmsent, as the latter has Maintained a 
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large establishment of hounds and horses, feeling himself certain of having the 
country to the same extent as he had last year, Lord Poltimore only offering to 
hunt the country after the hunting season had already commenced, 

Yours sincerely, 
Digby" 
Pea I do not think there can be any objection to your calling a meeting for 


So pleasant an object," 


wis reply to that letter, gentlemen," he went on, "I wrote to Lard 
Digby as follows:- 
"26th Cctober, 1859, 
"My dear Digby: 

I quite admit the justice of your reasons for declining 
to call a meeting, but I cannot help regretting your determination, as your name 
would have had infinitely more weight than mine. I have done as you» suggested 
and enclose the notice to the Editor of each County paper for your perusal, If 
the day or hour should prove inconvenient to you, or you viiatd wish to make altera- 
tions, pray do so without referring to me. I shall be very thankful if you will 
attend and induce others to do the same. 

It return to Frampton on Monday next, when I will call on 
you. I wish much to see you, 

Lord Foltimore and myself agree with you in thinking it 
would not be right or considerate to draw either the interne, NMelbury, or oydling 
coverts this season; we wish and ought to act as conciliatory as it is possible, 

I have received a very kind letter from Lord Ilchester, promising his Support in 
any way in his power, but as to the limits of the country and other details, he says 
he must be guided by your advice, 
Yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) R. B. Sheridan," 
The letter to which he referred had come to him from Lord Ilchester 


late in October and read as follows:-= 


} 
; 


‘Normanby Park, 
; 22nd October, 1859. 
‘Dear Mr. Sheridan 
Your letter from Foltimore followed me to this place, 

I shall be happy to help in forwarding the sport of Lord Poltimore's Hounds, if 

he establishes them at Cattistock, in any way in my power, aS a great acquisition 

to our neighbourhood. As to the limits of the country and other details I mst be 
guided by Lord Digby's advice, as I am no sportsman and he, at Minterne, is similarly 
Situated to myself at Lelbury. I am very glad you have written to him. He too 
understand the matter, having been greatly interested in the settlement made after 


ir, Farouharson gave up the hounds at Cattistock, 


‘Very sincerely yours, (Signed) ILCHESTER," 


Under these circumstances, went on Lr. Sheridan, and with these 


letters before him he thought he was Justified in calling this meeting. It eald 
not be expected that Lord Poltimore would come into the country without having obtainse 
not only the permission of the landowners, but also the eonsent of the tenant 
occupiers throughout the district. They must recollect,- as Lord Poltimore had said 
to him,- that it was essential to secure the good feeling, the good wishes, and the 
co-operation of the tenant farmers, as much as it was of the landowners t hrough out 

the country. He could not write to each individual occupier, not ro the landowmers 
generally. Jhere would have been many omissions, probably mistakes, and much reglect, 
There was, moreover, a difficulty in this respect - he could not expect to get from 

an individual what the boundary was =~ that must be decided by a public meeting; and 
therefore, se thought that the fairest, the most considerate course, was to call a 
meeting of County gentlemen, and ask them to pass a resolution, in the first instance 
granting Lord Poltimore permission to hunt the country, and follow it up with another 
resolution defining the exact boundaries of that country. He felt that they must 
recollect that it was by a similar meeting and by a similar decision that NY. 
Radelyffe and Mr. Portman held the country they now hunted, and until saneone came 
forward to hunt the Cattistock Country, the Blackmore Vale Hounds were permitted to 
draw the coverts of linterne, lielbury, and Sydling. “ public meeting could only do 


what he (Mr. Sheridan) required, and what Lord Poltimore sincerely desired, They 
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were informed from some influential quarters that there was no Cattistock Country; 
that it was dismembered and given to Mr. Hadelyffe and ir. Wingfield Digby; but 
that what remained ofiit Iight be made over to Lord Poltimore and named the Franpton 
Country, or the Dorchester Vountry. Having these facts staring them in the face, 
it was Lord Poltimore's desire to have these matters decided by a public meeting. 
Vr. 2-heridan assured everyone that nothing wauld be further from the wish of Lord 
Poltimore or himself than to cause any ill-feeling with them, or to occasion ary 
dispute with Mr. Radelyffe, who had cane forward in such a liberal manner to hunt 
the country, ‘The meeting could see, by his letters to Lord Digby, that he (Mr. 
Sheridan) was desirous that there should be no dispute, and that if anyone would 
point out to him that he was infringing on their rights, the meeting could decide 
whether he was right or wrong. 

it now became his duty to deliver the message with which he was 
entrusted which was, that Lord Poltimore, in the event of his purchasing Lr. 
“arquharson's premises at Cattistock, would undertake to hunt the country six weeks 
before Christman, and six weeks from the lst of rebruary, as lir. Farquharson had done 
in the past; and that he wauld do his utmost to give satisfaction and promote sport, 
At the same time, let it be understood that Lord Poltimore was quite prepared to 
come up and hunt part of the country after next Christmas; but that he was not dis- 
posed to hunt Lord Ilchester's, Lord Digby's, or the Sydling coverts this season, 
though he would gladly come up after Christmas to hunt the remainder, If the price 
of the premises at Cattistock was such as that in reason he would not be able to 
purchase, then it would become a question with Lord Poltimore whether he would not 
parchase land and build kennels for himself; and he made this statement to show 
that he was in earnest in coming forward with an offer to hunt the country, 

Vr, Sheridan went on to sav that he Sincerely hoped that same 
gentleman would propose a resolution that Lord Poltimore should he nermitted to 


hunt the county; and afterwards that same other gentleman would propose a resolution 


defining its limits, If the meeting would oblige him with their decision, he 


would convey their wishes to Lord Poltimore, 


a 


| 


68, 


Mr. Radelyffe said that Mr. Sheridan having mentioned his name in 

connection with the allotment of the country, he would like to state that the 
boundary which was assigned to him was from Hazelbury to Giant's Head and down the 
road to ‘jeymouth (exactly what it is today), When the Cattistock country was not 
occupied, many gentlemen had said to him:- "Why don't you come to Buckland and 
Punecknowle? If you will come, we'll preserve the foxes; if not, we won't," 
It was certainly a long trip for him to make, and he did not make it to prevent any 
other party from coming forward, but fram a desire as a Master of Hounds to promote 
the sport of others in the County, as well as his own. therefore, if it was desired 
that Lord Poltimore should hunt the Buckland country, and the gantlemen who had 


asked hin 


— 


(Mr. Radelyffe) to hunt it thought fit, he would willingly give it up. He 
knew Lord Poltimore and he congratulated them that he had come forward to hunt their 
country. He was not only an affable gentleman and a fine young nobleman, but every 
bit of him a sportsman. He (Mr. Radclyffe) would not wish to give Lord Dieby offence 

and if he had at any time done So, he certainly did not wish to do so again, If 
they had four packs of hounds in the County, he believed they would have more Sport 
and more foxes, though at the same time he must make the observation that this was 
not exactly the time of year that this proposition should have been made, That bit 
of Buckland was, he said, the best bit of country that he had, The proprietors said 
they would preserve the foxes if he would hunt it, and that was his reason for the 
occupation of the country, At the same time, he would be very sorry if it were 

said that he tenaciously occupied that district to the detriment of the Cattistock 
Country, Mr. Gundry had written to him, asking if he would hunt three times a 


fortnight, on the other side of the roads; and he replied that he would, upon the 


understanding that if they wanted hounds they must pay for them, But now, he thought, 


that as Lord Poltimore had so liberally come forward, it was much better for them 
to look to him than to put their hands in their pockets to have anybody else's 
hounds, He now asked if there was any boundary laid down, 


Mr. Sheridan, addressing the Chairman, hoped that they would pardon 


the liberty that he took in interruptings but what he wanted was a resolution that 
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Lord Poltimore should be permitted to hunt the country. A somewhat heated discussion 
followed, the Hon. Edwin Portman, representing Mr, Wingfield Digby, pressing the 
Chairman to define the boundaries of the countries involved, and Mr. Sheridan 
pressing for a motion giving Lord Poltimore permission to hunt the Cattistock Country, 
Lord Digby finally formally proposed that Lord Poltimore should be 
permitted to hunt the Cattistock Country; and then, Mr. Joseph Gundry rose and said 
that he had great pleasure in seconding the motion. It might seem, he continued, 
to be out of place for him to take such a prominent part at such a meeting; but he 
lived in the Western division of the County, and the fact that he depended upon some 
gentleman like Lord Poltimore for his hunting must be his apology. Mr. Radelyffe 
had been good enough to refer to his name. He had the pleasure of communicating 
with Mr. Radelyffe about the Country, and he wished to take this opportunity of 
thanking him for the kind, courteous and friendly manner in which he had received 
the proposition which, on behalf of same gentlemen living in the Jestern division 
of the Country, he (Mr. Vy dry ) hadmade ia him. Nothing could be more handsome, 
nothing more geubees, than the way in which Mr, Radelyffe had met their wishes, 
The Chairman then put the motion, and on a show of hands, he stated that it was 
carried unanimously, Lord Digby then suggested that they should hear the wishes 
of the representatives of the neighbouring Hunts, Mr. Radelyffe stated that there 
was not the slightest intention on his part to interfere with the boundary, ard 
an animated discussion following, Mr. Sheridan stated that he had come there to 
make a proposition as to the hunting of the Cattistock Country, on Lord Poltimore'!s 
behalf; having received the boundaries as defined at the meeting of last year, over 
which Lord Digby had presided. It was upon the clear understanding that that was 
to be the boundary that he ventured to cane there to obtain their permission for 
Lord Poltimore to hunt the Country. If it now appeared that those boundaries which 
Lord Digby had laid down were not the boundaries, then it would be a question 
whether he would be able to hunt the Country at all. He had come there on the clear 
understanding that the boundaries of the Country were defined last year when Mr, 


Radelyffe and ir. Portman took possession of their countries; and he came there to 
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say that Lord Poltimore was prepared to hunt that country three or four times a 
week, But now, if they said he was not to have this, and not to have that, the whole 
thing was changed, 

It is difficult, writing eighty-five years after this discussion took 
place, to determine just what was in the minds of the various participants in the 
controversy which followed; but reading between the lines, it seems to me that the 
Hon. Edwin Portman, acting for Mr. Wingfield Digby, was continually bringing up 
little points which impeded the final settlement; while lir. Radclyffe was ready to 
go more than half way in relinquishing his rights whenever he felt that by so doing 
he benefitted sport in the County as a whole. Mr. Tatchell Bullen finally came 
forward and proposed that the boundary should be as follows:- 

"That the Cattistock Country commences at Clifton Wood, coming up 
to Yetrinster to Totnell Corner, then turning to the right as far as Mr. Drax'ts 
property extends, leaving lir. Drax's house and coverts at Holnest on the left, 
taking everything on the right hand side of the wood at Nevells Inn, over the hill 
to the Giant's Head, bounded by the turnpike road, by the ijiest to Dorchester, then 
from Dorchester to ‘ieymouth, including all coverts West of the road." 

He then observed that if the part of their Country were hunted by 
any other pack of hounds it would be such a key to the Country that he would n& 
advise anv gentleman to hunt it. If a pack drew Clifton they would run through 
Melbury, every covert being disturbed, and it would be impossible for any gentleman 
to show sport anything like that which Lord Poltimorets nobke establishment would 
otherwise enable him todo, They knew also very well that if a pack drew Grange 
Wood and Gore Wood, Lord Poltimore would not have a Single covert to draw, and if 
they came over the river to Clifton ood, they might have a Cattistock Country, but 
it would be a country of disappointment. He should not have made these observations 
had not Mr. Sheridan written to him; but having considered the matter very attmtively, 
he should have been very wrong in advising Mr. Sheridan to bring his son=in-law 
here to take a country which would be productive of nothing but disappointment, He 


maintained that there was a Country and that there must be a boundary; but if there 
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be no boundary he should give it up altogether and let this meeting end in sm&ke, 


He said, with all deference to those who represented ir, Digby, a gentleman of utmost 
liberality in all he did, that he did not believe Mir. Digby, on looking at the 
Lattistock Country, would wish to infringe further on the Country, being hunted by 

a gentleman residing on the i/est of it, Mr, Sheridan could not recommend his son- 
in-law to take the Country unless he had everything iiest of the boundary mentioned 

to the Somersetshire Holts. 

The Chairman thought Mr. Bullen's observations ought to be received 
with considerable attention by the meeting, because he was sure that none of them 
would like to see Lord Poltimore disappointed of the sport he was desirous of 
showing. If the ¢riginal boundary were taken, aS left by his uncle, there would be 
no difficulty in defining it; as they had done him the honour of placing him in the 
Chair, he thought it very important that the meeting should take care what they did 
to establish a precedent. He was anxious that everything should be .dnne fairly, and 
that the meeting should passdf in entire good feeling. lr. Wingfield Digby was a 
liberal Master of Hounds and he wished to show every consideration for so kind, 
good, and benevolent a gentleman. hen he (Mr. Harbin) threw out a few words in 
reference to the hunting of the County at a dinner in this town, it was with a 
desire to sce the best feeling prevail between sportsmen generally. The meet ire 
must, however, take care not to establish a precedent that any Master of Hounds 
could hunt coverts in another country by the permission of any private individual, 
He remembered an instance with regard to the late lr. Assheton Smith and Mr. 
Codrington, lr, Assheton Smith was invited to draw certain coverts, but he comauni- 
cated with ir. Codrington to know whether they belonged to his countrys; and whe he 
found they did, he said he could not think for a moment of drawing them, They were 
indebted to the owners of coverts for preserving foxes, and if they refused to 
allow them to be hunted they must abide by it, because they only hunted upon 
sufferance; but to admit that gentlemen could invite a Master of Hounts to hunt 


coverts within the boundaries of a other country, would be establishing a dange rous 


precedent, 
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it is perhaps necessary at this point of my story of the Cattist ock 
flunt, to explain that Lord Poltimore who had recently married Florence Sarah 
Wilhelmine, the daughter of Richard Brinsley Sheridan of trampton Court, was no& 
Satisfied with his home country in Devonshire, and that his father-in-law, knowing 
this had sought to kill two birds with one stone as it were - to provide his newly- 
acquired son-in-Law with a country, aa provide the Cattistock country in which he 
lived with a Master who could afford to carry on the hunting more or less on the 
Same scale that the "Squire" had done, I have always fancied that ir. Sheridan was 
a bit of a politician, and I can picture him first making discreet enouiries among 
his neighbours, then discussing matters at some length with Lord Poltimore and 
finally persuading the latter to empower him to act as his ambassador, as it were, 
to the leading hunting men in the Souirets old country at the meeting which he had 
called and which was described in the first part of this chapter, 
The family of Bamfylde is one of ancient lineage in the County af 
Devon, becamning possessed of Poltimore in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of 
Sdward I (1298 A.D.). The father of the Lord Poltimore of whom we are speaking, 
“ir George Warwick Banfylde, was elevated to the Peerage in 1831, and his son, 
Augustus Frederick George Warwick, born in 1837, succeeded to the title in 1858. At 
an early period Lord Poltimore had evinced his predilection for hunting, and during 
his novitiate he had learnt much from that great Devonshire sporting Parson, the 
Rev. Jack tyssell, of whom he wrote - “when I first began keeping hounds, in 1857, 
he taught me much and was of the greatest possible assistance to mes but on my 
removing to Vorsetshire, and taking hounds with me, I saw less of him, except vhen 
he came on his annual visit, than in former days," 
Like all young men of large means, really fond of hunting, Lord 
Poltimore early determined on having hounds and began his career as Master in 1857, 
The first and trial pack did not accord with that standard of excellence and shape 
which he had moulded in his imagination, after the Precept and example of his able 
preceptor, "Parson" liussell, and they were summarily discarded, and in 1858 the 
hounds of ir. Robert Luxton of Brushwood were bought and transferred to the Polti- 


more kennel, ir. Luxton's pack had been formed from drafts from the warl of Ports- 
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mouth, rejected by that Master from a great number of hounds which he had acquired 
from the Vale of White Horse, the old Craven and the Vine, from all of which packs 
he had purchased extensively at the formation of hisoown pack, The principal strains 
of blood contained in these hounds came from the Duke of Hutland, Lord Yarborough, 
lord Fitzwilliam, Lord Portsmouth, Mr. Assheton omith, Mir. Foljambe, Mr. Meynell 
Ingram, the old Craven, the Vale of White Horse, and the Vine kennels, 

‘ith this lot came the Belvoir COMUS, out of Syren, by the Drake Duster, | 
This tock of hounds, descended from the Belvoir, Yarborough, and Egsesford kennels, 
comprising three invaluable lines of Mir. Drake's blood, were crossed by Lord Poltimore 
with the Beaufort, and he obtained thereby size in the bitches, and also shape and 
fashion in the Pp the great gain consisted in the power and size of his dog- 
hounds, of which Lord Portsmouth, one of the highest authorities of the day, said, 
‘They are very handsome, with quality, and rare necks and shoulders and feet." The 
Beaufort Trojan, by the ‘larwickshire larquin, by the Belvoir Comus, brought the 
Yarborough Trimmer strain in again, with the cream of the Beaufort in archer, out of 
amazon, Amazon was bred by Mr. R. Luxton, out of Hgeesford Amazon, by Boniface from 
the Vine, and was the dam of same of the ‘plums' in the Poltimore kennel, Lord Polti- 
more had fifty couples of hounds and was thus enabled to hunt them in sexes. He had 
also succeeded in breeding a worthy lot of finely moulded stud-hounds - Norval, by 
Lord Portsmouth's Nimrod, out of segesford Rosebud, seven years; j\arrior, by Soniface, 
out of \V.\.H. Winifred; five years; actor, Autocrat and archibald, by Belvoir Guider 
out of Amazon, four years; archer, by Beaufort Trojan out of amazon, three years ; 
Guider, by Carver, by Comus, out of Pastime, three years; Bartram, by warrior, out of 
Bauble, two years; lifter, by Lord Portsmouth's Lincoln, by Belvoir Guider, out of 
ladybird, two years; otripling, by varrior, out of Susan, two years; and doldsman, 
by Comus, out of Jatchful, two years. It will be perceived that the strength of 
this kennel was derived from southern and midland Sources, more especially from the 
over-graceful and superlative Belvoir, and that for a fresh strain of blood recourse 


was had to the line hunters, and well-voiced hounds of the Notth, 


, ) ws a) 


ae en a ‘ e *i et am 


‘Tt wad, +h 


2 od 
8 


The 


cufficient has been said to show that Lord Poltimore, although a young 

man, could readily lay claim to the possession of a first-class pack of hounds, 
Moreover, he was a man of great personal charm and his urbanity to everyone, coupled 
with the certainty of sport - if there ws an atom of scent - made it only natural 

for the landowners in the Cattistock country to meet his wishes in every way possible; 
and arrangements were finally made which were apparently perfectly satisfactory to 
him, for there is an account of the Cpening Meet on Tuesday, January 18th, 1860, 

at Frampton Court. His lordship had already purchased the hunting box of Mr. O'Reilly 
Tenmpler - Cattistock Lodge - which had, oddly enough, formerly been fihe residence 

of ir. Phelips, who had been the Master of the first regular pack of hounds kept in 

the Cattistock country; and here kennels had been erected for the housing of the 

pack which Lord Poltimore had brought fram his estate in Devon. 

The weather on the Opening Day was very unfavourable; bright sumshine 
alternating with gusts of cold wind and rain, which precluded the expectation of 
anything like a good run, However, everyone was anxious to give the noble Lord a 
warm reception on the occasion, and between five and six hundred horsemen had 
assembled at the appointed time - among others, Lord Digby, Mr. Radelyffe, Captain 
farrimer and many other sentlemen from neighbouring Hunts, At Frampton Court, the 
most hospitable arrangements had been made by R, B.Sheridan, Esq., M.P., and a large 


party was made welcome in honour of his noble son-in-law's first public appearance 


i 


among "the men of Dorset," 
"The object of first interest to the true Sportsman was the pack, 


and here one had as ample food for feasting the eyes as had been provided for 


gratifying theiinner man, The hounds looked extraordinarily well and in good 
condition, far above anything that was expected from Devonshire, which County has 
materially risen in the opinion of several old stagers; since they have seen Lard 
Poltimore's unexceptionable turn-out. There is certainly great credit due to vans, 
the Huntsman, for bringing out the pack in the manner he has, and they look fit to 
go in any country. ie should also say that the Huntsman and “hippers=in appeared 


as if bent on business, and their appointments were certainly cmmplete; so that 
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in every respect we have promise of good things for this neglected country, But now 


for the sport of the day, We drew Frampton blank and then trotted to Sydling Wood, 
where a fox was soon unkennelled. He made his point for Clappers but was headed, and 
& fresh fox getting on foot, hounds went away behind him at a very good pace; ‘we 
ran him towards Upeerne, .but in consequence of the cold storms which continually brok, 
Scent was very bad, and he too was lost after a short burst, We may say here, however, 
that there was but one opinion in the Field, which was — the pack will show us 
many a good day in the future. At any rate, everyone was delighted to see the Country 
occupied by a young nobleman, who brings out his establishment in such a Spirited 
and workmanlike manner," 

The above account is somewhat rudimentary but I have given it as 
printed in the local paper of that time, It was followed by &@ poem which is perhaps 
worth repetition:- 

A FAREWELL AND A WELCOME 


'Tis well to be merry and wise; 
'Tis well to be honest and true; 

'Tis well to be off with the old hounds 
Before we are on with the new; 

'Tis well to give new friends a welcome, 
And well to give old friends their due s 

And it's well to be courteous to all men, 
Though we only make friends of the few, 


We know that the old times were glorious 
when the hounds were led out by Old Ben, 
And we old folks may meet in the corners, 
And long for the old times again, 
Perhaps with new faces around us 
Our blood may not tingle so strong, 
As when Treadwell, and Harry, and Penny 
Were with us to show us along. 


But, Heigho! We can't be young always, 
And the country's exactly the Same, 
ith foxes as deep as their fathers, 
Perhaps, too, with hunters as game, 
I daresay the times that are coming 
Will pass muster with those that are gone, 
For it's ill to find fault with the present 
\hile it's slipping so speedily on, 
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Like a Lord the Squire hunted the country, 
And all that we sportsmen desire 
Of the Lord who has taken the hunting, 

Is that he'll do as well as the Squire, 
Then a sigh for the davs that are gone, Sirs, 
And a cheer for the bright days to cone, 

And one more for the party on Tuesday 
Who threw off on the banks of the 
FROME. 


Something must have gone amiss at Lord Poltimorets kennels at Cattistock 
Yor, in the issue of the County Chronicle for February 23rd, 1860, we find the 
following notice: 

"LORD POLTIMORE'S HOUNDS 

"Owing to illness among these hounds, they will not be able to keep 
their appointment next week; it having been necessary to send them home," 

Apparently Lord Poltimore's Hounds had good sport in their home 
country for in the local paper of Nov. Sth, 1660, I find an account of their activities 
at home, with which of course we are not concerned. The closing words of the story, 
however, state that the pack is expected to leave Shortly for Cattistock, 

In the Chronicle for January 3, 1861, we find a notice which states 
that "His Lordship finished his Dorsetshire season right well, with a run from 
Velbury, which is well told by the "Druid" in the Life of Sunday last, and which 
though not ending in blood, yet was good enough to draw from that sportsman the 
remark that "No hounds ever deserved their fox more," His Lordship has been six weeks 
in the Vorset country, has hunted 25 days, had some famous runs, killed 15 foxes and 
put > to ground. ‘this speaks for itself and when we consider the wretchedly wet 
commencement of the season and the number of bad scenting days which we have had up 
to the present time, it appears to me that our friends in Dorset have every reason 
to hope well for the future," 

Lord Poltimore's Hounds hunted a few weeks in their home country and 


returned to Cattistock on Feb. Ath, 1861. Apparently the Spring season at Cattistock 


was a very good one, for there is a notice in The Field of March, 1861, which savs:= 


77 
“Lord Poltimore's Hounds had very excellent sport during their Stay at Cattistak, 
and now that His Lordship is about to leave us, he seems determined to do so in the 
same state he did before Christmas » Viz3 to give Fi 2 brilliant wind-up, so that we 


may have pleasing recollections of the past and joyful anticipation for the future, 


On Saturday last we had a clipping run of 40 minutes, with our second fax, over the 


stiff Benville Lane country - aS quick a 40 minutes as any man could desire — without 
& single check, hounds going like a flight of pigeons, a field in advance of either 
man or horse, Monday, another very quick thing over the hill country — 35 minutes 
with a cheek - hounds racing him the whole way. iihen getting over the border into 
ir. Radelyffe'ts country close to the covert at Kinggrove and not a hundred yards in 
advance of the hounds, he earthed himself in a rabbit spout, where we left him with 
our compliments to Mr, Radelyffe that he would return him with equal speed at the 
first opportunity. Cn Wednesday, we had a splendid and very satisfactory day's sport, 
Met at .itherstone and found almost immediately, running very sharp to Higher 
Kingcombe, through the meadows to Kingcombe Copse, and then he broke for iiraxall, 
Being headed by a cart in the tumpike road he gave us a circle to Lower Kingcome s 
tried Hoper's earths; and again skirted Witherst one to Hook Park, where honda ran 
into him after an excellent hunting run, 1 hour and 20 minutes, It was now 1.0 
o'clock and there was a little consultation as to a further draw, his Lordship 

kindly and humourously remarking that he was game with his houns, if the Field were 
with their horses. So the office was given for Corscombe, where in. gorse cligse to 
the village, a fox was soon found, that went away with hounds at him at such & pace 
across the Vale to Clarkham, that the foremost man confessed that he never was within 
two fields of hounds until thev came to Melbury, Hounds carried their fox quick ly 
through the great Jood at Melbury and on to the Deer Park, where a momentary check 
occurred, lvans, however, was well up, and by a judicious cast, hit off the line at 
once: hounds running on very fast through both parts to lielbury village, where our 
pilot surveyed all the cottagers' gardens, Looking out for a safe retreat, However, 
he found none and crossed the enclosures to Holt Mill, driving on as if for Clifton 
Wood, and being viewed over the Yeovil turnpike. Once ecross this, he bore tothe 


right as if for Briars Wood, but it was now evident that he was a stranger to the 
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to the country, and was shortly after viewed dead beat, going slowly over the grass- 
land towards Yetminster, Hounds ran into this game fox in a meadow about half a mile 
before reaching that town, after a run of an hour and 45 minutes across as nice a 
hunting country as any man could Wish to ride over, Not a single hound was missing 
at the kill, and no pack ever deserved their quarry more, for the persevering and 
fine style in which they did the hard day's work. Statistics are good things, they 
say, Mir, Hditor, Hounds have hunted up to this day (March 7th) 86 days; have killed 
27% brace of foxes; and marked 11 brace to grounds; thus accounting for 77 foxes in 

86 days." 

On March 13th, 1861, the members and friends of Lord Foltimore's Hunt 
dined together at the King's Arms Hotel in Dorchester, and on the morning after the 
Runt Dinner, the final meet was held at rampton Court, nearly a hundred and fifty 
horsemen assembling to have a farewell spurt with the noble Lord's gallant pack 

previous to their leaving for their home country in Devonshire, Of course exp ectation 
was high as to the result of the Closing day, and the event will reckon among the 
most successful that have been witnessed this season, 

After drawing one or two small coverts, and while the hounds were in 
Fyde Crook Plantation, our staunch friend, Mr. Cox, a sportsman of the rgcht sort who 
is always anxious to show a fox, tally-holloaed that 'Charlie' was at home in a pit 
in one of his fallow fields. The Splendid bitch pack were soon down to their wrk, 
and away they went at a rattling pace, with Reynard in view, straicht as a line, 
through Maiden Newton Copse, They were heading for Cattistock Village, but leaving 
that to the left » Charlie crossed the hills as if thinking that the trying cauwt ry 
would give his pursuers 'bellows to mend', or that he might gain a safe refuge in 
Chalmington coverts. In this, however, he was deceived and the pace being too hot 
for him, he bore to the right towards Stage's Folly, crossing the turnpike road for 
Sydling parish, and evidently heading for Sydling Big Wood, ‘lovever, the neat little 
bitches were too fast for him in the open, and after a burst of 25 minutes at racing 
pace, they pulled him down without a check, We afterwards jogeed on to oydling 
Clappers and here again we were lucky, for we found at once, one of the right sort, 


who went away over a few enclosures, straight for oydling Park. It looked like the 
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beginning of a good hunt, but he was headed, and turning back through some small 
coverts at Upcerne, he made as if pointing for the Vale. The pace, however, was so 
fast that he turned back asain, heading for vattistock; but being headed a second 
time, he ran into Sydling Barn Wood, where a frace of vixens were soon afoot, and 
it was deemed necessary by the Master to have hounds stopped, leaving their hunted 
fox, dead beat after a rm of an hour and 10 minutes, ie are sure that everyone 
present must have felt that this was 4 gallant and successful wind-up of the season 
in the Cattistock country; and we all have pleasing anticipations of his Lordshin's 
future career,! 

The Dorsetshire Hunt Steeplechases, which inasmuch as they were held 
in the Cattistock Country year after year, seem to me to be part of the history of 
the Hunt, took place in 1861, on Thursday, April lith, and a little account of them 
which is eiven in the County Chronicle seems to me to give such an excellent picture 
of the meeting that I am quoting part of it, without wearving my readers with an 
account of horses, about which they know nothing, It reads as follows:= 

"It may be remembered that about five years ago, the officers of the 
13th Light Dragoon, then stationed at Dorchester Barracks, first started the ste eple 
chases in \iaddon Vale, and on that occasion such excellent cnhtests took place, and 
the country proved so admirably adapted to the purpose, that a very general idea 
prevailed that they should be made a permanent fixture; as, excepting Weymouth Races, 
we have nothing like a bit of running in the County. The second year, the evert was 
spiritedly taken up by a local Committee, but a little misunderstanding over one of 
the contents, of too trifling a character, one would have thought, to break up the 
meeting, unfortunately had such an effect. Next year, similar Sports were organised 
at Charlton Hawthorne; but the site would not bear comparison with the magnificent 
Vale, midway between Weymouth and Dorchester, and that gathering died a natural 
death, after the lapse of a year or so, the Waddon Vale gathering has again pmved 
worthy of being made a permanent thing, and from the excellent management of affairs 
on this occasion, we may hope to see such a result realised, The weather was me. cni- 


ficent, and during the morning both weymouth and Dorchester were on the qui vive, 
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the roads from each place presenting a continuous stream of vehicles and horsanen 
wending their way to the rendezvous, On arriving upon Corton Down, a magnificent 
view met the eye, extending as it does down to veymouth and Portland in front, with 
the snlendidly undulating seaborrd from Abbotsbury towards the Purbeck ranges, The 
course was clearly defined by red and white flags, and extended over a ci reumfer ence 
of three miles, with seventeen leaps, representing a good hunting country, At one 
point a Paddock was fenced off for the horses, and the i@ymouth stand had been 
brought hither to provide the necessary accommodation for the officials, The piblic 
did not require a grand stand to obtain a view of the contests; for this was af€orded 
to the heart's content by the cently Sloping down which rises to Such a height in 
the immediate vicinity of the course. The sight here presented was exceeding] 
attractive; spreading along the entire length was a continuous line of carriages 

and horsemen, which showed that the event was not wanting in the patronage of the 
aristocracy or of the fair sex, while, from the bottom to the top, the course was 
Studded with gay groups of Spectators, who mst have numoeredsame seven or Cight 
-housand; yet so convenient is the spot that everyone could see the racine from 
beginning to end, Refreshment booths were of course not wanting, nor any of those 
other charactteristics of such a gathering, if we except those of the more debasing 
Sort, for not a gambling table or anything of the kind was to be seen, a Striking 
force of the County Police being present to prevent any breach of the law, though we 
have not heard that their services were actively called into requisition. In fact 
it was a gatiering of Englishmen for the enjoyment of a national Sport,— and of this 
they had plenty and of an excellent quality, The scene was also enlivened by the 
really excellent strains of the Weymouth Rifle Corps Band, under the leadership of 
Mr. H. T. Stagg, who, we suppose, attended in honour of their galland Captain, who 
so admirably officiated as Clerk of the Course, Starter, &c. In fact we cannot 
speak too highly of the admirable manner in which the whole affair was managed by 
Captain Thresher, his hands being greatly strengthened by the presence and active 
co-operation of two of the Stewards - W.H.P.Weston, Esq., and C, Hambro, Esq., The 
public, too, are deeply indebted to Mr. W, Dunning and the other owmers of property 
in the line of country run over, while the hospitality of the neighbouring yeonre n 


quite maintained their proverbial character in this respect." 


: _- 
a. : at * “ie ie ah « ecitiaia 9.1. Lo oa ee | ; (Oo vem, 5) 
ths’ » pe eff doinew at ‘% aim | q 


v 


ee 
al enamie i seen aude esata ets, redieers 


“i ribs 
7. aby 
ae 1 


af 


al. 

Lord Poltimore's Hounds were advertised for the first time on 

October 24th, 1861. He took his hounds back to Poltimore in December of 1861, return- | 
ing to the Cattistock country on January <Oth, 1862, The death of the Prince Consort 
in December of 1861 was probably the cause of their going. They resumed hunting on 
January 22nd, 1862; and on that date we find the following description of that day's 
hunt := 

"On Wednesday last, these hounds had one of the best days of the 
season. leeting at Sydling Barn, their first fox was found on the Downs, and after a 
20 minutes burst, he was killed in the open on the Downs, They faund again in 
Sydling Park, and forced their fa out over the Downs, whence he crossed the Vale 
and went into Melbury Park, Turning back right-handed onto the Downs, he was run 
into at the end of an hour and twenty minutes, over a beautiful country," 

On Monday, February 3rd, the bitch pack met at Frampton, and to quote 
the description of a correspondent, writing under the name of "An OID 'UN", proceeded 
to Mageston Gorse, the property of ii.B.Sheridan, Esq., where they found a brace of 
foxes; settled well on the line of one of them, and went away at top pace, ‘Scent 
was breast-high, and with hounds close at his brush, he went away over the hill to 
Godmanstone, pointing apparently for Kinggrove; but being headed, he turned to the 
left and got to ground in an open earth, near Grimstone. It was now about two O'clock 
and Evans trotted off to draw Sydling Poor Lots. He had not been there for five 
minutes before he found a fine old dog fox, which went away in view, and running by 
Bushes Bottom, ran over the hill, through Godmanstone Plantation, to Nether Cerne; 
bearing to the left and on through the great Hweleazes of Cerne Farm, to Cerne Hill, 
where he was headed by sane working men, eausing him to Swing to the richt to Cerne 
village, which he passed to his left, close to the Union House. Up to this point 
hounds were within a field of him, and so they remained until the ends; not the 
slightest check occurring through the tun, 

"Beyond Cerne he turned towards Park Wood, and then running oer the 
hills to Upeerne, he ran on through Clappers but did not Seek shelter there and went 
straight past Up Sydling, bearing to the left, down the Vale, and through it to Lower 


oydling, crossing in view over the hills in front of the Village, avery minute we 
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expected to pull him down, but he made every effort to gin his point — Park 

Coppice. But the bitches were too good for him and they ran into hin, on Hewish 

Farm in the middle of a field, at the end of an hour and ten minutes. ‘This concluded 
as good a day's sport as we have had this season; both men and horses having had 
enough of it. Since Lord Poltimore's return from UVevonshire, on the e0th, houms 


have been out five days and killed three brace of foxes - all after good hunts," 


CHAPTER FIVE 


On Wednesday evening, liarch 12th, 1862, the members of the Cattistock 
Hunt gave a dinner to Lord Poltimore at the King's Arms Hotel, in Dorchester, 4A 


London paper,commenting on the affair, said:- 


a . 


"At the time when His Lordship undertook to hunt the Jestern diviision | 
of the County of Dorset, three years ago, the country was exceedingly barren of basal 
but by his urbanity and gentlemanly conduct, his Lordship secured a large circle 

of friends, and the consequence has been - as might have been expected - that the 
past season has been marked with the most brilliant success. The foxes have largely 
increased in numbers, the. farmers having almost unanimously agreed to preserve them 
on their lands as much as lay in their power," 

Lord Poltimore's Hounds returned to their Home Country in Devonshire 
at the end of March, 1862; and I can find no records of further hunting there. His 
Lordship, however, returned to Jorset a little later in the year, when the Dorset- 
shire Hunt Steeple Chases were held jn Vattist ock country; and his name is to be 
found among the list of otewards ; which included the tion. W.H.B.Portman, Pe, 
J.C.Radelyffe,  sa., M.F He, G.0.Wingfield—Digby, SSq.e, M.F.H., Gerard Sturt, isqi, 
M.P., and C.J.T.Hambro, iisq, Five races were decided during the day - perhaps the 
most important being the one for horses the property of farmers, tradesmen, or their 


sons, residing in the County of Dorset, connected in no way with any racing stable, 
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For this race Gerard Sturt, Esq., M.P., presented a silver Tea Service, to which 
was added a sweepstake of three Sovereigns each, 

ir, Harvey's brown mare "Queen of the Chase", ridden by her owner , 
won by two-and-a-half lengths, with lr, Burgess's "Earl" and Mr. Layo's "Yeoman" 
second and third respectively, 

the first notice of a meet that I find recorded officially in the 
tollowing season was on friday, October 31st, 1862, when hounds met at oydling Barn; 
but I fancy that the regular season might be said to have begun with a meet held at 
lelbury at 11:00 o'clock on the following day. There is no record of sport durting 
the next two months, but an article in the local paper later in the year gives an 
account of two days which the writer - whose identity I cannot trace - sent to the 
Sditor. 

"You often announce to vour subscribers that you will receive with 
pleasure any accounts of good runs which it mav have fallen to their lot to witness, 
and in the hope that my brief account of the three last davs' sport I have parti- 
cipated in may be amusing to those of your readers who happen to know the locality, 
I will commence iy budget by saying that I set out on my travels about a week ago, 
and happening to drop my anchor on Tuesday, December 30th, 1862, within reach of 
Lord Poltimore's Hounds, and being offered a mount on the following mornine by the 
kind friend in whose house I was temporarily located, I took advantace of it, and 
jogged on with him to Bradford Plantation, which lies on the road which leads from 
Dorchester to Bridport, Hounds arrived to the minute, looking as a pack of foxhounds 

should look, bright in their coats and full of muscle. 'Give them a scent', said 
I to myself, ‘and they will account ros him on most davs,! 

"The Master and men were well mounted and the whole establishmert 
looked like business, The Field apneared to me to be small, but before we found 
our fax it had increased to full three hundred horses, and about a tithe of that 
number of foot-followers., ie drew some open plantations, on a wild bare common or 
two, blanks and then trotten off to Hampton Brake - a very foxy-looking covert. of 


Mr, Sheridan's = and within one minute there was a holloa from a voice I thought I 


had heard in olden times, from one with whom I had ridden side by side in many a 
a r—i_ 
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wild and glorious chose, and whose hand I was glad to have a chance of shaking 
befor Falstaff and his bloodthirsty comanions came racing out of the matted garse, 
Away we went, tied to his brush, for 45 minutes over an open line of country; that 
is to say, there was not an impracticalbe fence in the line, though hounds beat us 
all — Master, men, and Field, The String of weary men and horses, extending some 


two or three miles, was melancholy to look upon; but there was nothing disgraceful 


ee | then 


in being beaten in such as run as this; for it was the run of the season —- nine miles 
in 45 minutes, over severe and trying ground, Many a good horse was blown, though 
I have not heard of anything serious in the stables of the members of the Hunt, Well- — 


we ran into him at Wynf ord, and there was not one man out Wio wished to draw again, 
i] 


So, we all retired to our domestic hearths, sadder if not wiser men, for we were 
read a lecture which some of us will not easily forget, namely to keep a little in 
hand when the pace is very severe, 

"This was my first day, and as my host offered me a’ second mount, I 
could not in courtesy refuse it; so - I met "the ladies" at Armswell on the following 
Friday, (Note:- Armswell was in lir. iiadelyffe's country and the meet was by invitate-> 

ion). Our first fox was of a Sort which I hope never to see perpetrated, and 
fortunately he soon fell a prey to the persecuting spirit of the bitches, The 
second was of a better family; he was found in a beautiful hillside gorse belonging 
to Mr. Charles Hawkins of Alton Pancras, He gave us a run of one hour and fifteen 
minutes, and literally died before the hounds had touched him, The Sport I had thus 
far witnessed with these hounds induced me to lengthen my stay in the hospitable 
County of Dorset, and to meet them again at Corscombe, On Saturday, January 3rd, 

v@ found almost immediately in a withy=bed, and getting away on good terms, ran a 
brilliant 35 minutes over a rather difficult grass country, to the discomfiture- of 
a large and widely-squandered rield, killing him in the open. It is but fair to Say 
that an old » and well known sportsman fram the West} who was a guest of the Mast er, 
wasoone of the first six up at the finish, A fast fifteen minutes to ground with 


our second fox, terminated this first-rate week's Sport, 


*This wes probably Parson Jack Russell, 
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Sport continued to be excellent throughout the season, and I have 
in my possession accounts of many good hunts; but were I to tell of them all it 
would be merely repetition and I Shall end with a description of the one which took 
place on March 4th, 1863; when hounds met at Maiden Newton, taken from The Field, 
which is as follows:= "Had a quick thing to Frampton = a vixen = and whipped off, 
Trotted to Sydling Park, where we found a ringer which gave us a fast gallop to 
Frampton and back, and was killed. Found a third fox on Sydling Hill in a piece of 
tumips, which first gave us a ring over the hills by Cerne, Nether Cerne, and 
through Huish to Cerne Park, passing through the big Covert, and on over hill md 
dale to Upcerne Wood, Here, being headed, he sank the vale to Upcerne village, and 
then ran over Hast Hill to Minterne, through the shrubberies of Minterne House, 
over the enclosures to Mount Silver, and then Swinging left, they crossed the Vale 
for Grange Wood. One field short of this stronghold, they ran from scent to view 
and pulled him down in the open, after a splendid rum of 1 hour and 40 minutes, It 
is not to be wondered at, with the blood-pace and hunting qualities which these 
hounds possess, that they have brought so many foxes to hand - already I hear 45 
brace have been killed. A rather curious coincidence occurred jin this ‘ant run, 
The Blackmore Vale Hounds, which had this day met at Middlemarsh, were in the Grange 
Yoods when Lord Poltimore's hounds were running into their well-earned fox, within 
one field of them. Some two or three of the Vale hounds joined, just as his Lard- 
ship's hounds killed their fox, and others caming up, they had a friendly snack 
together after the usual preliminaries were finished, After all was over, Turrer, 
(the B.V,Huntsman) drafted his hounds and we parted, and thus ended my fortnight 's 
sport. May all the success attend his Lordship which his kind and gentlemanly bear- 
ing in the field, his wll appointed and brilliant pack of hounds, so well entitled 
him to, 

lwo events, the Dorset Hunt Ball, on April 7th, and the Hunt Steeple- 
chase, a few days later, were events which put a proper seal on the season's Sp orting 
activities, To give a list of the people who attended both these occasions would be 


repetition, All four Masters of the hounds hunting in the County, and their ladies, 


attended both; though the fair sex had to brave the elements at the Races which were 
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held in a driving rain, though the sport furnished was excellent, 


"On Wednesday, February 17th, 1864, Lord Poltimore's Hounds met at 

Hyde House, by invitation of Mr. Radelyffe. (The following account is Signed "VI VAX"), 
On Wed, last, this fine pack of doghounds, each fit for a painter, assembled after a 
night's rest at the Hyde kennels, in front of Hyde House, where they were admired by 
a Field of over 300, AS, however, we English do not like proceeding to business 
ae ‘moving the previous question of replenishment', we must notice the Breakfast 
of which about 200 partook. turkeys, chickens, hams, tongues, raised pies, and good 
roast beef, with choice viands of all kinds, invited the appetites of hungty fax- 
hunters — appetites that did not seem to want much coaxing. To add brilliancy to the 
repast the table was irradiated with several gold racing cups. Before describing 

the sport, we must, as it was Pup Cup Day, say a word about the incoming tenants of 
the Hyde Kennels, The Cup was won by lir. W, Ingram of Mapperton, whose two beautiful 
puppies, by Duster out of Caroline - Dairymaid and Dorothy - were respectively first 
and second, they are both black-and-tan, and of fine Symmetry and substance, and 
justly merited the awards. The hight of Dairymaid is 22 3/h inches, girth 29 inches, 
The height of Dorothy is 234 inches, girth 30 inches. The litter of Caoline is 
remarkable. Out of eight puppies sent home, seven will be retained, and a noble dog={ 
hound, reared by Mr. Fookes of Mioreton, will be parted with with great regret, from 
its being so much over the average height of the pack. For the same reason, a fine 
dog pup, Freeman, by Gainer out of Frolic, reared by Mr. John Ford, of nushton, and 
sent home in first rate condition, will go to grace some lucky pack, and we vert ure 
to foretell that both these hounds Will give great Satisfaction wherever they go, 

J@ cannot part from the Pup Cup subject without expressing our admiration of the fine 
condition in which all the pups were sent home this year, and also our hopes that 
distemper may not commit the ravages of the preceding year, 
"The breakfast being over, after a short parade in the presence of 

the 'Galaxy and beauty of Vorset', livans gave his hounds a Simple hint which they 
understood, and in a few minutes, in front of Hyde windows, the right animal was 
apprehended primarily by the olefactories of the pack, and ultimately by their teeth, 


Of course there were the usual salutations; of course nobody held his horse or his 
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tongue. Pug must have had a fine nervous system and a considerable amount of brass, 
to break at all, but break he did, and in fine style too, and made straight for 
Trigon Hill, and after taking a cirewit around Coldharbour, as if his passport was 
visaed for liorden Decoy, he wheeled about and ran back over the river and water 
meadows, past Trigon house, and over the hill between Wareham and Heffleton, Here, 


after a good deal of running, they came upon pug in the bog between Heffleton and 


Hyde, where Pillage, a splendid hound leading the pack fram scent to view, they killed 


in the presence of this large Field, who were not less delighted than the noble Lord | 


and his pack. A pad of this fox was Sent to Master Humphrey Sturt, who expressed 


himself delishted with its fragrance, thus showing that heiis likely to become a 


‘chip of the old block!, whose absence, from an injury to his knee, was most lamented, 


"The next attempt was to have been at Bossington near 4001, but 


previous to the arrival of the pack, a small covert between it and Wool was drawng in — 


an instant a holloa was heard, but after a nice hunting run, some parts of whileh were | 


very fast, pug vanished. He owed his life to the instinct of running downwind on a 


bad scenting day. (je hear the noble lord expressed himself as greatly pleased with 


the Hyde day, and we can assure him that the pleasure was universally reciprocal," 


This account evidently deals with the Puppy Show of Mr, Radclyffe's 


Hounds = an odd but rather delightful idea to have as his guest a neighbouring Master 


to whose pack he offered not only his own hospitality but that of his "cauntry", 
Lord Poltimore's hounds finished their season in the Cattistock 


country on Wednesday, March 30, 1864, returning to their home country the next day, 


The meet was at Melbury House, the seat of that staunch preserver of faxes, Lord 
Tichester, A large and well-appointed Field of sportsmen and wemen jn carriaces 


and on horseback came to meet his Lordship on his closing day, to take a last fond 


look at his most marnificent pack, and to witness the very best day's Sport of the 


season, winding up with a capital mm and a kill, The first draw was the large wood 


close by the Park, where a brace of faxes was immediately found = the hounds settling 


well on the dog fox, They gave him a Sharp ring round the covert by the Keeper ts 


Lodge on the hill, then sinking wht vale for the Holts; there the fox bore away for 


Lower Melbury and on for Briars Wood, within a field of which he headed back and 
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hounds ran into him at the turnpike road near Prince's Place, Hounds were taken to 
Inpark, On passing through Svershot the whole Field were hospitably entertained at 
luncheon by Mr, Martin, and ample justice done to the good things provided, A hasty 
retreat by His Lordship looked like business and we were soon on our saddles again, 
In a small gorse at Inpark a fox was found, who, making for the hills, was headed, 
turned down the meadows and went sharp over the brook to Wraxall. The hounds here 
got onto a voxen and were stopped. ie then trotten on to a small covert at Holway, 


in the parish of Cattistock. No sooner were the hounds in than a cheery note o- 
pr 


} 
} 


/ 
claimed that the varmint was there. Breaking on the lower Side, close to the railway, 


he ran thea, Higher Holway and Chantmarle, over the Evershot road to Witcham, by 
Rampisham village, and over the small enclosures towards Evershot hill, pointing for 
Leweombe liood, here, Sinking the vale and crossing the ravines, he ran to East 
Chelborough, and on by Wooden Cabbage and Clarkham, Leaving Halsotek on the left, 
they racéd by Harford, pointing for Sutton Bingham, where hounds pulled him dom in 
the open, Time, 1 hour and 20 minutes; distance, as hounds ran, 14 miles ~ a 9 mile 
point. The pace throughout was severe and the country difficult; so that we could 
onlv manage to nick in occasionally and hold our ow till the end. This makes t he 
score 504 brace for the season's sport," 

The following season opened early in November, but the accidental 
death of J. Tatchell Bullen, isq., while Shooting on his own estate at Marshwood 
Manor, on November l5th, cast a gloom over the Cattistock Field, lr, Bullen, who was 
approximately sixty years Old, had been closely identified with Squire Farquharson'ts 
pack for many years, and, as will be remembered, was one of the buyers at the dise 
persal sale in 1858, Followers of the Cattistock today may perhpas remember old 
Colonel Bullen who lived at "Catherstone", near Charmouth, and used occasionally to 
come to the meets of the Cattistock Hounds when they were held in his part of the 
country; and many more know his son, Captain — afterwards Major =} Bullen, who, with 
his wife, was often out with the Cattistock during the last decade, 

ft can find very little news of the doings of Lord Poltimore's pack 


during the early part of the season of 1864-65, Hounds were in the country during 
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the entire season but there is little account of their activities, until March hth, 
1865, when they met at jynford Eagles; found in the big coppice, and streamed away 


over the Eweleazes, past the Vynholes earths, and on over the hill to Compton Barn; 


turning to the right across the old oman road and Kingston Russell farms, and the 
Dorchester and Bridport road, leaving Longbredy on the right, straight ahead oer the 
open downs and dow the steep hill to Lower Kingston fussells; then turning to the | 
eft and trying the large earths on the side of the hill called Sands, (which fortun- _ 
ately were stopped), he bore on over the hill to Winterbourne Plantation, leaving 
Bridehead House on the right, through the plantation into oteeplet on Cowleaze, making 
his way for the hardy Monument, and they pulled him down in the open. This was a 
good hunting run and the hounds worked very steadily, and Lord Poltimore was much 
pleased. Tréadwell was out, staying at Uattistock, and knew eynard's line very well 
and was a great assistance to vans, the Huntsman, in killing this fox, which tried 
in every way to save his brush, 
March 27th, 1865. = Met at the Hardy Monument: found in a pit @m 
Blagdon; want away over oteepleton Cowleaze: crossed the Portesham and Vorehester 
road; bore to the left and along the higher side of Bridehead farm; ran some distance | 
in a lane called Red Lane, into Gorwell arm, again bearing to the left and ruining 
on over that wild heath country called Abbotsbury jjears for about three miles, in 
the direction of ashley Woods; then on and tried the big earths at Sands Hill - but wm 
entrance; on again into the higher side of Puneknowle iiood, and then was baffled in 
not getting to ground in the main earths; then to the left again and crossed the 
Abbotsbury, owyre, and Burton Bradstock road, in full view of the sea, and on asain 
by ‘the side of this road nearly to Puncknowle Lookout; then changing his mind, he 
went down the hill to West Bexington and on to Chesil Beach, to elude his pursuers 3 
but all to no urpose, for coming back over the pebbles into Hast Bexington Farm 
and the Preventive Station a little farther on, near abbotsbury Castle, this stout 
fox was pulled down, after trying every dodge to escape clear. This really good run 
was much talked about for some time afterwards, Hounds met again on Thursday, 
Warch 31st, at jinterbourne, when there was a very numerous Field out, Having pro= 


ceeded as far as the Blagdon lonument, a fine fox was Started, and a splendid run 
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followed across to bradford, and then over Poundbury to Jorchester, where the fax 
took the water and was lost at or near Ensor's Mill, after drawing for smme time in 

this locality all hopes of a fresh break were given up, and the party jogged along 
the Maiden Newton road, through Charminster, to Stratton Downs, but were not success- 
ful in finding again," 

'The Devonian of 1828", coanmenting in The Field upon Lord FPoltimore's 
entry for 1865, says:— 'After a long experience amongst many of the celebrated 
establishments of “ngland, we can say broadly that - excepting always the lady pack 
of Osbaldeston - we never saw together at one and the Same time so many hounds of 
faultless symmetry as in the roltimore kennel of the present time. Moreover, they 
are identical in character and show, at a glance, that they have been bred acca-ding 
to the judgment of one’ person alone. There is no diversity in structure or carriage, 

the unity of stvle in action and cuality is complete, and they move together with a 
uniform elasticity that cannot but be a safe guarantee for the gallant head that they 
should carry in the chase, ie have never had the advantage of seeing their perform- 
ance in the field: it suffices, hewaved; that their reputation in Jorsetshire is, as 
elsewhere, firmly established and directly confirmed by the general regret expressed 
at their approaching departure from that Country, A Country that has once been well 
hunted in a liberal and successful Manner is difficult to satisfy, for the Field is 
repugnant to descend in the scale of pleasure and memory and, instead of Solacing, 
will always be ready with the invidious comparison towards a future Master, Still 
the recollection of former enjoyment is not without its charm. When the eye has been 
long accustomed to a standard of excellence, after having been for years familiar 
with the lady pack of Osbaldeston, and when early taste has been moulded upon the 
superlative appearance and conduct of the Belvoir establishment, it is grateful once 
more to scan, at a later stice of existence, the beauty and the merit that wan our 
fealty in a day that has long gone by, and that formed the joy of hours that can 
never return. But far away be the canities morosas and instead of repining at the 
impossible, let the more arreeable task be performed of pointing out that which is 


well worthy of encomium, and to stimulate exertion in rendering still more perfe ct 


the descendants of the brave and the good of old. ! Having entered minutely into the 
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pedigrees of the intry, consisting of sixteen couples, seven of dogs and nine of 
ladies, the writer continues:= 'Tt must be obvious, in glancing through these several 
pedicrees, that the present pack of Lord Poltimore is derived fran the same sourse as 
that of Lord Portsmouth's, since the original lot of hounds came to the Poltimore 
kennel from Mr. Luxton of Brushwood, who had the select portion drafted from that 
vast assemblage of hounds collected by Lord Portsmouth in the purchase of the Vale of 
White Horse, the Craven, and the Vine, With them came the unentered Belvoir Comus, 
Boniface, and Jiarrior, together with the famous Amazon; and the latter takes the 
Same position of honour in the Poltimore kennel that Columbine occupies in that of 
the Hgsesford. But to demonstrate the effect of peculiar tastes in the selection of 
blood, with a diverse standard of fancy ~ always good ~ it is sufficient to appeal to 
these two kennels, which have at present, a particular specialty which is perfectly 
distinet, The taste of Lord Portsmouth may be said to culminate in Nimrod, by 
Lincoln out of Necklace; and thet of Lord Poltimore to be set forth in Lexicon, by 
Bertram out of Lively - hounds of Signal merit in every way. Both Masters are 
consumate judges and each has his own standard, There is strong strain of Belvoir in 
each, through Guider, but moulded in a character perfectly different. The Poltimore 
are of a smaller standard than the Rgezesford, The hounds were in perfect order and 
reflected the greatest credit upon Lvans, We rejoiced to witness the discipline and 
handiness of the old Osbaldeston time, 'Dogs turn over', and away they came by them- 
selves, whilst not a lady hound moved, Following a safe and accustomed practice the 
Entry of the last vear was drafted out and Shortly examined, and then immediat él y 
followed the Entry of this year, There could not be any misgiving as to progress, 
the Lively litter showing themselves to particular advantage, Again the entire pack 
rushed forth into the Yards; we once more scanned their excellence, and then the 
kennel door closed upon this region of eanine beauty, and we went our way,! 
A visitor fromthe Shires evidently appreciated sport in Vorsetshire, 


for in an account published in Bell's Life in the Spring of 1866, he writes:= 
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"I quite fall in with the remarks of ‘West Norfolk! a week or twp since, 
with regard to the ‘Shires! and I think it would do us all good, who have the privilege 
of hunting in those so-called fashionable districts, if we were occasions to visit 


the provinces, and get the conceit taken out of us once a year — twice would do us no 


harm. This was brought forcibly before me on the 13th ult., when I had the pleasure 
of meeting Lord Poltimore's Hounds at Stock Hill, Glanvilles Wootton. Functual to 
the minute, hounds arrived. A clean and even lot they are; their appearance reflects 
much credit on Evans, the Huntsman, They are full of blood, bone, and breeches, 
capital loins and shoulers, may of them with pedigrees before the Conqueror — what 
more could be wished for except a holding scent and a good fax? The first covert was 
drawn blank, but the little one under the hill afforded one of the right sort; and 
although headed twice by sane ill-mannered rustic, who could not be induced even by 
the persuasive eloquence of Charlie, the ‘hipper=in, to leave his post in the middle 
of a large grass field; vet this good old fox slipped round two fields to the right, 
and again took his line for the Vale. I can give no history of the different points, 
being a stranger in the land. Hounds settled well to their fax and sent him over 
such a Vale as it seldom has been my luck to encounter. The country rode tolerably 
well, mostly grass; the fences took a good deal of doing - 


'Had Nimrod, the mightiest of hunters, been there, 
'Begad, hetd have shook like an aspen for fear,! 


"After the first two miles the hounds divided, but the body of the 
pack was ouvickly broucht up and we had a capital run of one hour and 40 minutes, and 
we killed at Bishop's Caundle, It ws now only half=past one o'clock, but as his 
lordship was many miles from another draw, he wisely determined to go home, 

"Hospitality dwells at Buckshaw House, the residence of that good old 
sportsman, b, littlehales, isq., where on our return, all were invited, and many 
partook of luncheon. I hope same day to be lucky enough to fall in with and en) oy 
another such day with the above pack. Where many rode so well it would be invidious 
to make remarks. It was a steady but determined Field. For my own part I should 
like tt auite as well if, at my next visit, hounds do not run so fast and the tops 


of the fences are a little lower, There are many who took home specimens of tee 
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different soils in the neighbourhood of Holwell, Buckshaw, Pulham, and the Caundles, 
that will not object to the same thing," 

Harly in the summer of 1866 a Hound Show, which I believe to have 
been the first of its kind, was held at York, and among the successful exhibitors 
was Lord Poltimore, whose entries were awarded two prizes - second in the ist Class, 
and first in the 5th Class, 

Apparently hounds came to their Cattistock Kennels rather earlier in 
the season than usual, for in a local paper published October 25th, 1866, we find 
the following item - 

"It will be most gratifying to those whose opportunity it was lass 
season to enjoy the fine sport shown by this splendid pack of faxhounds to know that 
the Poltimore establishment has now reached the Cattistock kennels, and already some 
most agreeable sport has been enjoyed. ie have recently had the pleasure of ins pect= 
ing the hounds in kennels, and too much praise cannot be awarded to John Evans, 
the Huntsman, for the truly excellent trim in which the whole establishment has been 
put, considering the very short time since the hounds have returned to the Dorset 
shire kennels, The pack consists of 513 couples, and to use the hanguage of one 
competent to form an opinion, weimay state that the doghounds are all dist inguis hed 
for size and powers; there is not a narrow hound amongst them, or one Showing wed- 
ness in any single point, They are extremely level and without exception of th 
highest class and of abundant quality. the bitches are most meritorious — finely 
shaped and deserving the epithet of grand. The hounds have had five weeks! g00d cub 
hunting in the North Molton country previous to their return to Dorset, and during 
the past week, some capital sport has been enjoyed at lartinstown, Wynyard'ts Gap, 
Melbury, and elsewhere, where hounds have added fresh wreaths to their laurels, 
finding and killing an ample number of cubs, Up to Saturday last, they had accounted 

for 154 brace and had run 7 brace to ground, and we are assured that everywhere there 
is a good show of foxes, and plenty of sport in stare for the coming season," 

A correspondent writing in The Field, says,:= "The position which 
this splendid pack occupies in the sporting world, and the recent successes at York 


that have stamped its merit with the approving fiat of public judgment, make it 
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interesting to watch the onward march of the kennels from year to year, and to test 
the judiciousness of selection in the strains of blood used for improvement, or rather 
the maintenance of its high average. ‘To form and bring a pack of foxhounds into the 


field in an able state is not easy of accomplishment; still more difficult, after 


having attained the desired end, is the task of preserving the same tenour of wanted 
efficiency. ‘when a particular strain has been found to answer well, and its continued 
use has given a special character to the kennels, it is too often a failing, especially 
with young Masters, to persevere until the error of consanguinity - the breeding in- 
and—in - has reduced the once miscular frame below thepproper standard, and the- 
withering away of form seems unaccountable except to the experienced. Then again, a 
capricious change of standard and an unhappy choice of stud hounds, favourites for the 
nonce, may deteriorate a pack, and a questionable return to the pristine cleverness 
under disappointment, is not always a labour of love. kennels have often been 
destroyed by favouritism - bigotry it should be rightly termed; that is an obstinate 
partiality for a particular brute that possesses every conceivably good quality, in 
the opinion of a not intelligent liaster, but not ratified by experience. There are 
Some, not many, of the older kennels of repute that are far removed fran their former 
phases of renown, and one to which we owed everything in our KM.F.H. days, from the 
unfortunate selection of a foreign strain replete with wrong, is gradually losing the 
beauty and ability for which it was so pre-eminently distinguished. But we have now 
to deal with an establishment, ample and fresh in all the varieties of worth, that in 
a few years has arrived, by well-judged breeding, at a high averages; which in some 
cases might have taken the period of a long life to attain. It is in the far jest. 
Be it so, but the sum shines occasionally in those remote regions," 
The writer, "Devonian", then goes on to describe the young hounds 

‘which not only promise to be an ornament to the kennel; but by another year will be 
of renowned excellence, Archibald, a Belvoir-tan of 234 inches, by Mr. Foljambe's 
layman out of Adelaide, by the Duke of Beaufort's Finder out of Abigail; Boxer, 
black-and-white, by Bertram out of Fairmaid; Bertram by arrior out of Baubles; Dancer, 
black-tan-and-white, by lir. Foljambe's layman, out of Ladyblush; Linguist ,yellow-=pied, 


eh inches, by lr. Foljambe's Layman out of Rosamond, by Lord Portsmouth's Reveller out 
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of (His) Columbine; Lounger, Belvoir-tan, by Lifter out of Airy," ) 


Among the dog pack he mentions 'Mentor and lierriman, by Archer out of 
Musical, out of Proserpine by Managers Proserpine by Mir. Lowndes's Pilgrim out of 
his Promise, Of Archer, after the acknowledgement of his excelleme at York, when 
in conpetition with the best kennels it is not necessary to dilate; at the same time, 
theYork decision is not a little Satisfactory to us, Since, three years ago, when 
we drew attention to the particular merit of this hound at the Exeter Show, we were 
met with the objection that he Was, in a degree, short. We stood our ground against 
one or two able judges from the sastward, and are content that our predilection for 
Archer has been authoritatively confirmed. He is by the Duke of Beaufort's Trojan, 
by the Jarwickshire Tarquin, by Belvoir Comus out of Testy. Mentor is 234 inches, 
of a badger-pie-tan-and-white. He is a brother to the prize hound of that year, 
that is since dead, and must be considered on all grounds to be a worthy substitute, 
He is level and true, with a good head and an open winning countenance: his neck 
crests nobly and his shoulders are well set back, He is deep-chested, with a strong 
loin and quarters amply developed, and stands Straight upon his muscular legs, with 
good feet and ankles, He is one of those hounds thet bear evidence of their superi- 
ority at first sight, and about whom there can be neither doubt nor hesitation. As 
a test, the prize hound of the last year, lucifer, with his brothers, Lexicon and 
Labourer, were drafted out. we prefer iientor to Lexicon, handsome as he is, and we 
yield the point to lir. Russell that Lucifer is the superior to Lexicon in shape, 
Mentor stood the test bravely, and in another year, whenvhe is furnished, he will be 
the equal to Lucifer. He jis indeed a charming hound, His brother, luerriman, not so 
good-looking, is hard-working; has entered the better of the two and is already 
exceedingly clever, Nailer, Belvoir-tan, by lr. Lane Fox's Rifle out of Namesake, 
by Comus out of Nimble; Ottoman, Bbelvoir-tan, by the Duke of wutland's Chanticleer, 
out of Curious, by Comus out of Nimble; Rifler, black-and-white, by Mr. Lane Farts 
Rifler out of skilful: Sailor, black-and-white, 24 inches, by Mr. Foljambets Layman 
out of Starlight, by Lord Portsmouth's Sailor out of luby. The doc entry of this 


vear is distinguished for size and power, and i'r, Fol4ambe's Layman has been a clever 


and successful cross," 
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Among the bitch pack, he notices the following entries z= "Agnes, badge 
pled, 23 inches, by Mr. Foljambe’s Layman out of Adelaide; Barmaid, black-and-vhite, 
by Bertram out of Fairmaids; Concord and Cowslip, yellow-pied, by the Duke of Rutland's 


2 EE 


Chanticleer out of Affables Lightfoot, black-and-white, by Mr. Foldambe'ts Layman out 
Ladyblush; Lapwing, black-and-white, and Laura, Belvoir-tan, by Mr. Foldambe!s Layman 
out of Rosamund. The moment that Lapwing came carreerine out, her beauty of sh ape, 
power, Substance, and activity were manifest at once. 4@ were not aware that she 
was a prize hound until afterwards. There could be no question, however, when an 
animal of this kind = level and symmetrical - came boundine forth in all the elastic 
zalety of condensed power, upon the score of prominent merit, ie met her with a 
frank aclnowledgement - "By jove, you are a foxhound! ' She has a good head, charming 
countenance, with a long and crested neck, capital Shoulders, strong and deep, fine 
rounded quarters, good limbs and feet, and a display of movement that is a vulture 
for pace, Her Sister, Laura, is handsome, level, and with well—turned points, and 
was only thrown into the background by the marked superiority of her sister, Lavendar 
225 inches, Belvoir-tan and white, by Lifter out of Airy; Madcap and Modesty, Belvoin= 
tan, by Lifter out of Mindful; Ortolan and Oddity, Belvoir-tan, by the Duke of 
Rutland's Chanticleer out of Curious, by Comus Redolent, a light pie, by Ajax out of 
Rapture; Redstreak, black-and-tan-and-white, by Mr. Lane Foxts Rifler out of Skilful,. 
‘Looking at the Entry throughout," continues the critic, "they are in 
size and evenness of form, an advance on last years in quality they are transcendent 
as ever, There may not be anything, nor can there be anything, superior to the 
Lucifer and lexicon litter of the former years yet Mentor, Lancer, Linguist, Rifler, 
and the rest = all of prominent quality, with a questionable hound amongst them = 
can take a foremost place in the present dav. Assuredly there will be no difficulty 
in providing a suecessor to canpete in another year for the Stud Hound prize of 
Hngland. There is a specialty in this kennel well deserving of notice, that is the 
length and crest of the neck on which the head is lightly and gracefully set. In 
some hounds an angle may be seen at the place where the head is abruptly placed upon 


a short and straight neck = as formerly in the lumbering hounds of the late Sir John 


Cope — detracting from the appearance of quality and giving at once a common look 
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these hounds, in this particular of neck, might have canpeted with the bitch pack of 


Osbaldeston. The Squire ever maintained that not only was this an adjunct of beauty, 
but that it facilitated the hound in stooping for and carrying scent at a pace, The 
Squire was a sure authority; we ever found him to be SO. «again, another merit may be 
noticed, in the well-breeched quarter, which gives a squareness of form and is a 
potential advantage uphill, and at all times in the dav, fhis is very discernible in 
the doghounds,. If we were disposed to be hypercritical, there were two — if not three 
hounds that were disposed to be slightly weak in the near hock — in each case the 
failure was in the near hock, It might have been fancy. Amongst the two-year-old 
hounds was Clamourous, by Lord Fitzhardinge's Cromwell out of Curious, by Comus, a 
very shap@ly and elegant hound. We mention this for the reason that, at the Quorm 
kennel of Mr. Clowes, the best of the one-year-old hounds were by Cromwell, in litters 

of five - a certain proof of a successful sire, In the V./.H., also, the best hound 
of the Entry was by Cromwell. He himself is a faultless worker but, we are give to 
understand, less perfect in shape than his progeny. This is a parallel case to that 
of Lord Portsmouth's lincoln, whose descendents are admittedly of the best and hand 
somest ," 

This detailed description of Lord Poltimore's pack is particularly 
interesting in as much as the qualities mentioned in the latter part were outstanding 
in the picture painted of them by Sir Francis Grant, P.R.A., which was later presented 

to Lord Poltimore when he gave up the Mastership of the Lattistock, and forms the 
Frontispiece of this book, 

The pack opened their regular season on Tuesday, October 30th, with a 
meet at Sydling House, where Sir William Smith Marriott: , Bart, extended hospitality 
to the field, The weather was anything but inviting, which no doubt kept many from 
welcoming the Master again to Dorset, 

"Lord Poltimore's Hounds met on Thursday, January 10, 1867, at \iynfor, 
Punctual to the minute, hounds arrived at the Village and were taken on to Fore Hills 
Plantation, Old Airy soon told us that he was there, The find was quick and every 


hound got away on good terms with their fox, They sent him best pace, over the 
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Vynford Hills to Uruxton, then, bearing to the right over Compton Farm and the 


Frampton Hogleaze, they drove him in double-quick time to Townhill Copse, breaking 
from which some plough in an adjoining field made him deviate a little from his line; 
but as soon as he had put himself out of Sight, he made his point for Hampton Brake 
not a moment's check, A dozen mouths proclaimed, in terms not to be mistaken, that 
he had gone on, Crossing the upper part of the Littlewood anc’. the enclosures above 
Muckleford, he ran through the grounds at Quatre Bras Cottage, and over the hill to 
Bradford, through the Bradford coverts, without a check, to the Dorchester and Brid-— 

port Road, over which they hit the line, and on to the large enclosures above 
Martinstown, It was now evident, from the bristling front the hounds carried, that 
they were racine for bloods; which proved to be the case and they pulled him dom 
close to the farmhouse at ashton, after a brilliant run of one hour and ten minutes, 
The distance from point to point was eight miles - about twelve as hounds ran, After 
looking round the Rings at Maiden Castle and find ing nothing, hounds were jogged back 

to East Compton. They were no Sooner thrown into the Home Copse than a holloa from 
the hill was heard, Hounds were quickly on the line, and gave us a regular splitter, 
of twenty minutes, without a check, by the farmhouse at Kingston Russell, Well Bott om 
Sridehead Dovm, rolling their fox over close to the village of Winterbourne, jie 
were particularly pleased to see a Young Entry, Lightfoot, out of Lord Poltimore's 
Ladyblush by Mr. Foljambe's Layman, who had fallen under the merciful hands of Charlie, 
for riot, whilst trotting back to the second draw, run to head throughout this 
second run, After this clipping day, every hound came home with sterns up, which is 
more than can be said of the nags." The preceding description is taken from the 
local paner of the week, 

On February 20th, 1867, a bie d&mner to Lord Poltimore was given by a 
large number of the ovmers and occupiers of coverts in the Cattistock Country, to 
thank him for the manner in which he had hunted the camtry for the past, seven years, 
and when it was known that he had accepted the invitation, many people from outside 


His Lordship's country joined in making the occasion a simcess, 
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The final meet for the season was on Thursday, the day after the 
banquet, the meet being at Buckland Ripers. Of course, tvans was more than ordinarily 
anxious to show Sport, and he was lucky enough to find a good fax close to Tatton, 
Vith a good scent hounds went away at top pace, running for 45 minutes, without a 
Sinsle check, and finallv killing their fox near Longbredy, thus alee one of the 
most successful seasons the pack has ever had, 

The following season, 1867-68, opened on November ist, 1867, and is 
described by the regular correspondent of the local paper as follows:={ 

"The meet was at Bradford Plantation, and a larce Field assembled to 
weleome his Lordship once again in Dorset, while the noble Miaster anpeared equally 
glad to see so many lovers of the chase present, and the greetings were cordial on 
both sides. The hounds looked exceedingly well, and the new entries gave every 
promise that the pack will even more than maintain the prestige of former seasons, 
Evans looked as jolly as ever, and the whole appointments were, as usual, excellent, 
After drawing the new coverts at the back of the Park, we trotted away to the 
plantation adjoining the ita ave road, and no sooner were hounds in than three or 
foxes were on foot, settling on one, he was given a good turn round the Parks; but 
scent being exceedingly good, and the hounds in full speed, he was soon run into and 
finished his career on the Bridport side. We then went back to try the gorse, when a 

holloa was heard and Evans cleverly clapped on his hounds; but the cub had evidently 
not learnt his cunning, and he too had to succumb. A draw was next made of Mr. Josem 

Homer's gorse on the other side of liartinstown, where a rattling good fox was found 
at home. He immediately broke away, pointing for Friar Vaddon; but turning a little 
to the right, he ran for Mr. John Homer's well-known gorse, and after about 13 minutes 
at racing pace got to ground in a main earth - no doubt to afford sane good sport 
another dav," 

"The meet of this celebrated pack on Friday, February élst, after the 
Hunt Ball, was at Grimstone Gate, when, favoured by delightful weather, there was one 

of the largest gatherings we have ever seen, including plenty of scarlet, with 
several Wasters of other Hunts, and not a few ladies who are well known for their 


courage in the hunting field, In face, we!have never seen a Field that more un-~ 
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mistakably said that they meant going, and we are glad to add that the noble Master 
was fortunate enough to show them one of the best rms we have recorded for a long 
time, His Lordship gave orders to svans, who had the bitch pack out, for lirs, 
Pattison's coverts opposite Bradford, and they were no sooner inside than a fine dog 
fox was viewed away for Charminster Groves; but being headed on all sides by foot 
people, he ran about very short and was pulled dgwm at the back of Wrackleford House, 
But there were better things in store, for after trotting on to Grimstone Down, in 
an adjoining field we found what proved to be one of the straightest-necked foxes 
ever seen in these parts, Setting his mask direct for the Vale of Blacknore, it was 
evident that he meant trving the power of speed to save his brush, trusting perhpas, 
in addition, that this is a very bad bit of country for scent. But the gallant pack 
had got well upon his jing, and it must be a wonderful varmint that could escape 
from such fleet pursuers when once they are bent upon their objective and no cunning 
tricks are attempted, On they went, at what is no exageceration to term a racing pace, 
without a check or holloa, through Nether Cerne rurze, Cerne Park, and Upcerne ifood, 
where it was magnificent to see Airy, a beautiful light-coloured bitch, carry the line 
to the top of the Wood, On they dashed to Minterne seats, over High Story, into the 
hanging coverts below, Time to this point - 47 minutes. Here our fox, having 
probably had enough of it, and trusing to luck, laid dom for a little rest; but 
finding the hounds too close upon him, he boldly faced the Vale, and then on to 
Prince's Wood, through which he went in a manner that was astonishing after the 
'bucketing' he had had over the hills; and from thence into Grange Wood, where he was 
finally pulled dow, It was acknowledged by all who were in at the death to have 
been one of the best hill rims ever seen in the memory of those present, being as 
straight as a line, without any telegraphing; in fact the fox was never seen but 
once fram find to finish, There is no mistake that, with anything like a scent, it 
is necessary to be mounted on the best animal that money and judgment can procure, 
if there is any intention to be in at the death. The speed of these hounds is 
wonderful and the manner in which they keep together shows the effect of careful 
and judicious training, while their many excellent qualities could only have been 


brought out by paying the utmost attention to their breeding," 
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"The meet on Wednesday, March 4th, was at Glanvilles jiootton. It was 
the day for the dog pack, and on looking them over, it appeared vans had not his 
usual number out. ‘They looked, however, well up to the mark, ie found our first fox 
in Vootton Wood, which gave us a sharp 35 minutes over the Vale, and got to grand in 

a hedgerow near Bewley Wood, Found our second fox at doodfalls, a vixen, which gave 
us a nice gallop to the hills and went to ground at Buckland Newton, where we left her. 
UVrew Chandler's Coppice blank, and cine to the hills above Minterne, under Mount 
Silver. Charlie whipped a rare good one out of a double hedge, which took us sharp 
to Grange Wood, and through that to near Middlemarsh, where he headed back and crossed 
the turnpike, through Cosmore Common, by Revels Inn, Thence, skirting woodfall, he 
went a 'splitter' over the meadows and brook to High Wood, and away by the Glanirilles 
‘ootton coverts to the Long Fir plantation, Bearing to the left, he passed the Round 
Chimneys at a racing pace, to Boys Hill farmhouse. Had the Judges of the York Hound 
Show been there, they would have seen that Archer deserved the prize awarded him, as 
mich from his performance in the field as for perfection of form, Still going the 
pace, they sent him straight as an arrow to Butterwick and into a noble expanse of 
vale near est Hall. We there got into the Caundle and Burton country, leaving 
olke villace on the right. Skirting some coverts at woke, he ran for Burton Common, 
crossing the turnpike road between Longburton and Holnest. They now raced him to 
Stockbridge, and made the pace so hot that he turned short upwind for Totnell Corner. 
Poor pug found this a bad change, and the hounds Swung round upon him at Stockbridge 
and sent him, by the Home Bushes and Bailey Ridge, to the gorse-land near Totnell, 
Here he tried another dodge of running the hard road, but it was no can: Lancer 
carried the line down the road, as though it were laid dow to turf. Our fox now 
headed back and, skirting Sweet Hills and some of the Holnest coverts near that 
village, he crossed the Sherborne turnpike road, leaving Burton Common on the left, 
and through two or three fir plantations the names of which I do not know, As they 
vaulted out of the last of these about ten abreast, and every hound scoring (not 
seroning) to cry, uvens swing out sharpl= 'Now they're at him, gentlemen; there 


they go like flames of fire,' and so they went, for another mihe, racing for him all 


the way, At last old Ajax got a view in a fine open grass field, but could not gain 
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a yard, There Linguist got a Sight and leaving the body of the pack, gave Ajax 

the go-by and rolled the fox over in the Buckshaw Brook, Time - two hours and ten 
minutes ,-viz., from 3:10 to 5:20 Pelle, —- with hounds never off his line from find to 
finish. The point of this Tun, as measured by the map, give it 16 miles, and it 
could not have been less than «O, as hounds ran,— and this over as fine a Vale as any 
in ineland, nearly all grass-land » with fences so thick that one man declared he was 
half his time in the air. 

"It was to be regretted that this fine run did not take place earlier 
in the dar, as many Vale men and Strangers from a distance were out, who left before 
the find, or they would have witnessed as fine a run as could be seen. Our Field 
became 'small by degress and beautifully less', as only twelve horses were in at the 
death, Lord Poltimore saw the find, the view, and the kill, and was highly pleased, 
“here all went so well, it would be invidious to make comparisons, but his Lordship 


the Field a compliment of Saying he did not see one man over-ride the hounds 


Cu 


pair 
or shirk a fence. I wish some of my old friends, with whom I have had many a brush 
in the 'good old Squire and Jem Treadwell's day' — now, alas, some 30 years ago = 

had been with us. -I should then have séen whether any of the 'old stuff! was left; 


but facing a stiff vale for two hours, and late in the day, does not suit every man's 


book = nor his horse's either," 
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"The first meet of the season of 1868-69 was at Jinterbourne lodge, 
near Jorchester, where there was a numerous Hield, including a number of ladies. The 
pack appeared to be in excellent condition, and the i/hinpers-in were wel] mounted , 
though we very much regretted to note that the much respected funtsman, vans, was 
not present, owing to the effects of an accident which he recently sustained while 
hunting in the home country in Devon. Hounds were hunted on this occasion by the 
Master, However, we are warranted to hope, from what we heard at the meet, that he 
will shortly be able to resume the post which he so ably and courteously filis, Al- 
tnough it was a trving dav, with an inferior scent, yet the noble Master of Hounds 
worked wonderfully well and endeavoured to show a good run on the ‘Opening! event; 
and though the sport was somewhat indifferent, it was due to no fault of his Lordship 
or his magnificent hounds. There was an abundance of foxes, an "old 'un!# being 
started in a plantation close to the Lodge immediately upon beginning the draw. After 

running a short distance, he doubled back as if making for Winterbourne Village, but 
got to ground in a rabbit's burrow, from which he was due out and killed. Another fax 
was found at Blagdon and set his mask for Bradford Peverell: but turning back to the 
ov Vr. Homer's residence, he passed over the farm and away to Martinstowm Brake 
rere a check took place, but hearing a holloa, his Lordship clapped on his hounds in 
good style, and there was a lively run through Mr. Symond's Gorse, over Ashton Farm as 

far as Cantain Thresher's, the fax being ultimately pulled down in Noakets Gorse, 
\ltogether a pleasant day was enjoved," 

"Ye certainly had one of the most extraordinary days with Lerd Polti- 
more's Hounds on Wednesday, November 18th that it has ever fallen to the lot of a 
sportsman to witness, The meet was at Buckland Wood (not to be confused with Buckland 

Newton), and no sooner were the hounds in covert than a fine old dog fax stole away 
and looked like giving us a good gallop. But in this we were doomed to disappointment 
for pug turned out to be a regular dodger, much to the amusement of the foot people, 
though a@aually to the disgust of the horsemen, But despite his artful tricks, he 


was soon picked up by the pack, which also had the pleasure of picking his hare s, 
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‘he noble Master then gave orders for the Long Coppice, adjoining which a fox was 
found at home in some gorse, Without the slightest hesitation, he went away at the 
lower end of the covert, across several fields into Buckland Vood, and straich 
through over the hill, for the Fleet, as though he intended to give us a little marine 
diversion, Nor in this respect were we long left in uncertainty, for after rmnine 
the shore for a short time, poor pug was headed; but being.a Straight=necked ome , he 
dashed into the Fleet and swam across to the Pebble Beach (Chesil Beach), Here was 
a novel position for a Huntsman and his pack; but Evans was determined not to be 

outdone, and although*the gallant fax was S00n out of sight, running along the West 
Bay side of the Beach, which, it will be remembered, stretches like an immense rail- 
wav embankment some distance from shore, until it reaches the Isle of Portland, he 
threw up the bridle, took to the paddle, and crossed the Fleet in a small boat, with 
the gallant pack swimming at the stern, But our friend had evidently not vet learned 
to tread the pebbles so well as he sits the pigskin, and sinkine knee-deep in the 
unstable material, he soon ‘had the drag on', It was, however, amusing to see the 
errs which a native tripped alons, holloaing on the hounds with a 'He Ahaw! that 
we sould fancy was something too nautical for their comprehension, They, however, 
soon got on the line of their fox and ran him so hard that he dashed a second time 
into the sea; but now into the open Vest Bay, 'pointine for Normandy', as was wageishe 

ly observed. The Field was of course nowhere, and had only the opportunity of 
witnessing the sport from a distance that, under such circumstances, scarely leit 
enchantment to the view, But at last poor pug found that he was out of his element 
quite as much as his pursuers, Still, he determined to die game and was drowned 
before making much prorress across the Channel, Charlie, the First Whipper=in, now 
took to 'paddling his own canoe! instead of reining his gallant steed, and brought 
back the carcase to shore, where the vack quickly disposed of the case without an 
inquest. It was a three-year-old vixen, and we hope there are lots of her sort left 
to give us same good gallops over the Vale," 

"The meet on February 22nd was at Grimstone Gate, where a laree Field 

assembled, je found our first fox on Wrackleford voert, and the hounds, owing to 


two or three holloas, did not settle well to their fox til they got him throuch the 
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on Stratton Down, and on to Grimstone Down, Here, however, they began to race, and 
sent him in doble-quick time to Magiston; then bearing to the richt to Bushes Barn, 
they sent him down the valley, and asain over Grimstone Down to Stratton Field, 
through the enclosures of Stratton village, over the railway and turnpike road to the 
water meadows which, being flooded, some gentlemen indulged in the luxury of a cold 
bath, Passing this, he ran behind Quatre Bras Cottage for Bradford, the hounds 
pulling him down one field before reaching Bradford Plantation. We now trotted off 
for another find, and one of the right sort was found in a pit near Grimstone. The 
hounds being close to him, he could not make his point for Sydling Poor Lots, but 
turned short to the left, and ran for Huish = the pace being something terrific, 
Crossing the Sydling water meadows, he tried for oydling Park, but hounds were so 
hard at him that he flew over the oydling Eweleazes to Hyde Crook Plantation; through 
the long plantation to White mist, crdeitae the Littlewood water-meadow to Hampton 3 
thence through the enclosures to Metiands and Lancher's Plantation, Here, a false 
holloa and numerous hares got us off his Line and we lost him; I hope to show us 
another such rum some other day," 
"On Friday, the 9th February, the day following the Hunt Ball at 

Dorchester, the meet was at Bradford and there was a brilliant muster on that occasio 

His Lordship, punctual to the minute, had 174 couple of the bitches out, all looking 
perfection as regards beauty; their doings afterwards will show that they were quite 
up to the mark for a hard day, Jogging away to some gorses by the long Plantation, 
thev found their first fox, who, after a little dodging, broke away for rrampton, 

and after going about three fields was run into in the open. “+ part of the pack got 
away on another fox which was going straicht for Hardy's Monument, but Bob, the 
whipper=in, was there to stop them. His Lordship gave orders for Mr. Joseph Homer's 
gorse by Vartinstown, noted for many a good run, in the old Squire's and Treadwell's 
time, Here Master Pug had stolen away; however, iivans with his darlings was at him, 
and away they went, heads up and stems down, for the Monument, The pace bein: so 
hot made Charlie bend a little to the right across lir. John Homer's farm to the Fir 
Plantations through his sacred gorse; and along Broneombe Ridge; then turning to 


the right, pointing for Buckland Vale. But the awful pace told on Reynard, am they 
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pulled him down in a small bit of gorse on Mir, William Mayo's farm - 45 minutes 


without a check, The next order was for Maiden Castle. Not finding the wary one at 
home, several small places were drawn with no success, when, to our great joy, an 
outlier jumped up in Nordington Field, right in front of the hounds. it was a 
perfect race, all in view, til they came to the Great Western Railway Station at 
Dorchester, where our fox, dodging the hounds about the coal heaps, got away. Then 
he set his mask straicht for Came, running between the south Western Railway line and 
the County Police Station. Here the pace became something terrific, and after a 
turn around the North Plantation, he took us across by the Lodges towards Stafford, 
and across the water neadows (over which I noticed only one man who faced it, viz:- 
Mr, Henry Mayo, the well-known Sportsman from Mr. Radelyffe's country), and up to a 
hanging covert where they earthed him, after the fastest 32 Iminutes I ever rode to 
hounds, | 

"It is now certain that Lord Poltimore means giving up the country 
at the end of the season. Now, is there no nobleman or gentleman who will came 
forward and take it in his place? I can affirm from good authority that should anyone 

do so, the noble Lord will readily take a far less price for his hounds and horses, 
provided they are retained in the country, thar he would otherwise take under the 
hammer, Their doings in the field and their high prestice need no comment fron my 
pen, 'TALLY HO', " 

"There was a great wealth of fixtures during the week of February 
26th, 1872, and it was difficult to determine which could be chosen with the least 
expenditure of horseflesh, Although we are located in the best part of Dorset for 
hunting, being within reach of four packs of foxhounds, Lord Poltimore's fixtures 
are generally wide of us, and this applies to most of those in the best part of the 
country. Giant's Head is a flinty and cold-scenting place. It would be superfluous 
to say anything about the quality or appearance of the hounds, -they appeared to be 
in the very pink of health. They were first taken to Woodfalls, a noted covert which 
generally holds a fox; this time, however, it could not be expected, as half the 
wood had been recently cut, and we found nothing but 'eurrant jelly' and 'onion 


sauce', But with such hounds as Lord Poltimore's we need not fear any demoralization, 
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vans took them quickly out of this and threw them into sight Acres, a covert two 
fields from /oodfalls, and close by the Jorchester-Sherborne road. A whimmer or two, 
the Huntsman's cheer told us they were on our game, and the musical notes of the 

pack were heard throich the covert, Scarcely had we time to express our thoucht 

before Reynard broke over the fallows and crossed the Buckland Newton road] The 

road was crowded withtorsemen, by real sportsmen who knew the value of silence on such 
an occasion. The pack required little assistance, for they were on him in a mment 

and over the fallow and actoss the road. Turning to the right, they ran over the 

grass; crossed the Dorechester-Sherborne road: and were away Tor Dogberry Gate. Before 

reaching the Gate, Reynard crossed the hill for Minterne House, the seat of Loz 

Digby, but unfortunately with onlv two counles of hounds at his 

in endeavoured to stop them until the pack came up, but his efforts were useless 3 

for they ran him like mad throuch the shrubberies, Evans had the rest of the pack 

on him in a trice, and a fortunste turn brought the whole of his pack on good terms 

with their fox, He broke for the open as if meaning verne Park, but keeping again 

a little to the left, he out-manoeuvred his pursuers about a mile from NMinterne House, 
amongst some buildines., He would have doged the pack hopelessly at hanterne, had 


not the hounds been so hot upon him. As it was, ‘cunning as his kind', he disappeared 
most unacccuntably amongst the buildings, and escaped his fate, His Lordship now 

had the hounds taken to Mr, Dunning's withy=bed, by Cerne Abbas, It is a little 
place, about an acre in extent, and it had held two foxes on a fomer occasion with 
this pack, It how held one, as good as need be wished for, When he broke, sae 
disparaging remarks were made as to his rageed appearance; still, all agreed that 

he was an old fox = and that is saving much in favour of a run. He set his mask 

for Holcambe; and thus, getting in a Syart, we had to face one of the most killing 
hills in Dorset, Ve were with the foremost, and ytt we have to acknowledge that 

the pack, after we had breasted this hill, was half a mile ahead of us going straight 
away like steam over the most trying country for horses, There was plenty to do for 
‘old goers, young ‘uns, the shuffler ond the erack,! There was plenty of fencine 


with deep plough, and up and down hill, After crossing the Dorchester and Sherborne 


road, they ran for a barn on the hill, which probably is on irs, Hawkins' farm, and 
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on to Alton Gorse, Although galloping like made, we got no nearer to hounds; they 
were still running hard without a check, and there was no danger of 'oler riding 
the scent' for the sake of a lead. Just as we were congratulating ourselves on 
setting into a better position with the pack, we were brought to a stand by a gate 
Securely fastened, with hoop-iron fencing on either side, It was what, in insurance 
language, would have been called 'trebly hazardous', The gate would have been no 


obstacle in ordinary Situations, but on the other side the drop was so great ari 


the hill so steep, that few horses would negotiate it in safety. Mir Symonds, one 


of the boldest riders, on one of the steadiest horses in the Field, was the only 
one who got over, € followed the example of the noble Master and one of his Whippers-—| 
in, who galloped half a mile to the right of the line to find an opening in this 
vile iron fence, All this time the beauties were still running 'heads up and sterns 
down', as though they intended we should never catch them again, They had nearly 
reached the Serpentine (we believe it is called) before we had extricated ourselves 
from the difficulty, and when we got the next view of them, they were threading 
through New Conpice. Another dip into a valley and a hard up-hill pull over a deep 
fallow, and we reached macadam, which we hammered at as if horseflesh was worthless, 
Away went the pack for Kinggrove Plantation, and we were on the other Side just in 


time to see them cross the Dorchester-Sherborne road for Bramble Bottom. This lies 


a 


in a valley, which the pack made rine with their melody; but our fox knew that such 
shelter wis of no use to him. ‘Ye saw the fugitive in the open on the other Side , 
pointing as if he intended giving us a ring. It was only a device; he dropped dow 
a valley to the lefts; ran over the hill; and made himself secure in one of the 
largest main earths in the neighbourhood. This earth is situated on a sheep=wal k - 
about a mile above Nether Cerne, Time := 35mminutes from where we first heard the 
‘dim shadows of War', until we earthed him, over eight or nine miles of country, 
without a check," 

In consequence of Lord Poltimore proposing to discontinue at the 
close of the season, the hunting of the Cattistock country, a large and influential 


meeting of landowners and occupiers was held at the King's Arms Hotel on Saturday 


afternoon, liarch 19th,1872, to take the subject into Consideration. Lord Digby 
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presided, and amongst the gentlemen present were:= Major Cam Sykes; lir, B.W. Williams, 
ierrineston House; Lieut-Col. Astell; Mr. J, Gundry; Captain Carr Glyn; Mr. Brymer; 
lr. R. Genge of aterston; Mr, J.G.Homer, wvartinstown; Mr. Cooper, Whitcombe; 

ur. John Marriott; Mr. John Homers Mr. Henry Vunning; Mir, T, Beviss; Mir, Furmedge, 
Sroadwey; Mr. Noake, Upwey; Mr. John Mayo, Broadwey; Mr. Richard Luckham; lr. Henry 
Groves, Jinterbourne; lr, Charles, weymouth; Mr. Palmer, Bexington; Mr. Henry Fope, 
Mutton; Mr. Gale, Broadwey; Mir, Symes, Kingston Russells; Mr, frost, King's Arms; 

Mr. Symes, Nether Cerne; Mr. Norris Roper; Mr. William Groves; Mr. William Pope 3 

Mr, Edwin Pope: Mr, Cranes Mir. George Ingram; lir. Chamen; Mr. J, Oymes; Mr. Thomas 
Cox, &c, 

The noble Chairman commenced by explaining that this meeting has been 
called in consequence of Lord Foltimore being about to relinquish the hunting of 
the Cattistock country, and, as time was pressing, the members of the Hunt naturally 
felt very anxious on the question of its continuance, He would sugsest the appoint-= 
ment of a good working committee, and the first object would be to ascertain the 
gentlemen who preserved foxes; afterwards, they would have to find, if possible, a 
Suitable person to keep hounds. This canmittee would, of caurse, submit the result 
of their inquiries for future consideration, Personally, he had no doubt they would 
be unanimous in adopting the course he had Suggested. The Chairman expressed the 
opinion that any gentleman coming forward to hunt the country would beilikely to 
get the hounds = which were advertised ~— on more moderate terms than any other person, 
It was a great thing to have a pack of hounds, especially one like Lord Poltimorets — 
one of the best, if not the best in England, 

"The Chairman said that the great point would be to appoint a Committee 
for the purpose of finding a Master, Mr. Gundry said that he hoped his Lordship's 
name would head the Committees; and to this Lord Digby gave his assent. lr. Homer 
said he would like to propose another nobleman - one from his own neighbourhoad « 
he meant Lord Ilchester. (Applause), 

"The Chairman said that he felt sure they would get his lordship, 
because he had spoken to him about it the other day. It was agreed that Lord Te 


chester and lir, Sheridan should be communicated with on the Subject, and the Chhirman 
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said that Lord Sandwich and Lord jynford should also be written to. lso some 
sentlemen who did not hunt. Mr. Gundry proposed lr, Sheridan, Jr., with whom he 

had recently had sane conversation on the subject. ‘This proposal was well received, 
ir. Willaims of Herringstone was proposed by Liuet-Col. Astell. lr. J.C. Homer was 
pressed to act on the Committee, but he at once declined the honour; for, he said, 
he was only a tenant farmer. He assured them that he wuld always preserve foxes as 
long as he was an occupier of jand, and expressed his firm conviction that farmers in 


this respect were all richt - IF there was a pack of hounds to hunt the country. 


oe 


He would use his own personal influence in his own neighbourhood of Martinstown in 
furthering the objects of the Committee, but more than that he could not promise, 
fhe land proprietors and not the occuniers should, he thought, form the Committee — 
né had had fifty vears work and mst now keen himself from joining cmamittees, 

"The Chairman said:= 'You have hunted a little loncer than 
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we nove known each other for same vears,! 


"Mir. Gundry asked:= 'Will not one of your friends join us? 


"Colonel Astell said that they could not a better man than Mr. Homer- 
<2 « nomers 
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ror he had been a mainstay in Lord Poltimore's Hunt. Mir. Homer, however, still refused} 
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' 
and Mr. Genge declined also, because he was out of the country, 
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“Yr. BD. rearkes Gundry was proposed and his name w s added to the 


list amid applause and 2 complete list of the Committee was then qd avm up by the 
Chairman, 

"In the course of the desultory conversation which follows, Mr.Homer 
observed thet all his neizhbourhood were verv rood nreservers of foxes, Referring 
to the dastardly svstem of poisonine which had been carried on by the enemies of the 
sport, he mentioned that the last dav the hounds were near his house, four foxes were 
poisoned, and two years ago poison was placed on the hills, and he himself had 


picked up eight dead foxes at different times, his poisoning was not, however, 


= 


done by farmers; but would doubtless he repeated inaa wholesale manner < if there 
were no hounds, The Chairman said that now there was a prospect of the country 
being hunted he hoped that all present would put forth their utmost exertions to 


prevent the destruction of foxes, 
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“A vote of thanks was accorded to Lord Digby for presidin » and this concluded the 
proceedings," 


"The last meet of this renowned pack on Friday, March ee, 1872, 


attracted to the annointed rendezvous at Dorchester Barracks, the largest gathernng 
cver known in the Cattistock Country. The morning was cold, cheerless, and evidently 
in accord with the feeling uppermost in the minds of those presents for in almost 
every face was visible, in place of the usual jovous expression, a tinge of sadness, 
and instead of the usual hearty greeting on such occasions, a very subdued '!Good 
morning’ was interchanged: in fact, to all was it apparent that the prevailing 
thought in the assembly was:— "Today we follow John Evans and his darlings over 
familiar fields for the last time." It is needless to sav that never can the loss 
of Huntsman and hounds be more acutely felt and deplored, Another source of regret 
was the absence of the noble Master, whose thirteen years in the field have gained 
for him a respect and esteem unequalled. Of those who mustered on the Parade Ground 
were:= Lord Digby, Mr. J. Floyer, M.P., Mr. Floyer, Jr., Mr. E.W.Williams of 
Herrincstone Houses Colonel New on, Colonel Andrewes, and other officers of the 
srtillerv: Mr. Radclyffe, Mr, Radelyffe, Jr., Colonel Astell and party, Mr. H. B, 
Middleton, Major Cam oykes, Vaijor Kindersley, Mr. G.O.Churcehill, Mr. G.H.Eliot, Mr, 
T, Thomnson and party, lr. J.S.Thompson, The Rev, B.W.Fox (Askerswel1) Vr. B.Pearkes 
Cundry, The tev, Theophilus Rennett (Toller Fratrum), Mr. R. Bevenish (Charminst er), 
Mr. Furmedge, Major Calpeott and party, Mr. Cockeram (Friars Mayne), Mr. J.T Hinds 
(eymouth); Mr, oymes, Mr. Gale, Mr. Henry Mayo, Mr. W. Mayvos Mr. W. Bridge, Mr. 
Biggs, Mr. J.F.Hodges, Mir. Edwin Pope, Mr. J. Pope, lir. George Iinsram, Mr, henry 
Fookes; Mr. Rowe, V.S., Mr. Giles Symonds, Mr. J.G.Templers; Mr. &, Bainton; Mr, 
John Chick; Mr. John Mavo, Mr. H. Vhamen, Mr. W. Hennings Captain Burnett; Dr, 
Aldridge, and Captain Mallock, An excellent breakfast, with wines and liquenrs of 
the choicest description, kindly provided by the Officers of the Royal Horse Artillery 
and freely offered to all, in sane small degree raised the drooping Spibits, md sad 
thoughts were further dispelled by the commencement of the day's pHoceedings. Away 
went Evans and his pets for the well-knowm coverts at Bradford Peverell, where manv 


a varmint has been unkennelled, Put today 'Charlie! was from home, and forward to 


Vartinstown was the command, Herej. in a very small piece of gorse, the hounds au ic kly 
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told that their game was afoot; and a rush of nearly three hundred horsemen took 


place, But - hold hard, genetlemen! Pug has not speed enough, so is immediately run 
into and becomes a delicate morsel for the most determined of the pack. But there 
is no time for breathing; yonder a hat is up; and away we go, to lir. Henrv Hawkins! 
famous pits, just under the Hardy Monument. Our pilot means the Naddon Vales; and 
over the first ridge sweeps the pack, down by the side of Waddon Houses then he - 
points to the left, as if for cilvinghampton. Here we find four or five of our 
cager friends filling up some of the well-known ditches; in fact we are at the very | 
double that never allows the daring few to get over without upsetting one or two, 
Amongst those sitting in the dirt we saw one of our hard-riding ladies. At first 
Sight we fear she is finished for the day, but it ids all right, and away she goes, 
like a bird, Just at this time our fox is headed, and turns to the right, over lirs. 
Hawkins! grass-lands, across Corton Farm, and points for the Monument, Again 

turning to the right, he visits lr. Mayo's house and crosses the Upwey and Abbots- 
burv road, making for the Corton earths, where scent getting very cold, we lost him, 
after a good hunting run of one hor and fifteen minutes. iivans is determined to 
make the last a long days; he draws the Dairyhouse Copse; Huish; Noake!s Gorse: but 
not finding, he lifts his cap, and in a voice Scarecly to be heard, he bids a last 
woodbye to the Field, who for thirteen years have followed him with so ih kanal 


And so = thesparty now turned mournfully for home, deeply regretting that never 


perme? Sle tt cetntiemneneestpeeninsdlensteeeeeematestaan: 


again should they have the delicht of following the noble Lord and his far=-famed 
pack," 

Just what causes led to Lord Poltimore's ceasine to hunt the Cattistock 
country, 1 do not knows though I strongly Suspect that the attitude which was ta ken 
by some of the members - and perhaps officials ~ of the neichbouring Hunts, had 


something to do with it. Lord Poltimore was a peaceful man, who wanted to be able 


ere ene 


to get his sport, and incidentally show sport to the gentlemen in his country, in a 
peaceful manner, but he was not the sort of man to be ridden over rougn=shod, As 
we have already seen, James John Farquharson was driven out of his country by the 
unpleasant attitude taken up by his neighbours, and J have often wondered if those 


same neighbours did not have something to do with Lord Poltimore's resignation, 
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He must have been contemplating it for some time, because he had 


disposed of his entire dog pack in 1870, At a sale held at Lord Poltimore's kennels, 
at Poltimore Park, near Kxeter, on sednesday, April 13th, Messrs. Tattersall's dis- 
posed of his entire dog pack, 284 couples; most of them going to Major A.-.Browne, at 
that thime Master of the Percy, who hunted hounds himself. The pack which had hunted 
the Cattistock country for the lat two seasons was composed entirely of bitches, 
and it was that pack which wes afterwards sold to lir. Corbet of the Cheshire, With 
regard to that sale, The Sporting Gazette states that Messrs. fattersalls "have dis- 
posed of Lord Poltimore's pack to Mr. Corbet, the Master of the Cheshire, who has 
been fortunate in securing one of the best packs of bitches in England, with about 

| 

| 
three couple of doghounds. Those who have for so long participated in the sport | 
afforded by the noble Master of the Cattistock Hunt will, we are sure, feel a de ep | 
regret that means have not been found to retain this magnificent pack in the County, | 


The John Bull thus writes: 'Lord Poltimore's Hounds have been bred with much care 


and consummate judgment. Level as a die, and perfect in shane and Symmetry, running 
in a mass and carrying a grand head, the certain gauge of aptitude in breeding and | 
a nicety of condition, they have afforded the utmost satisfaction to the snortsmen of 
Jorsetshire.' There is a strain of worth in this establishment that should be 
pointed out to the initiated in kennel lore. archer, by the Duke of Beaufort's 
Trojan, by Jarwickshire Tarquin, by Belvoir Comus, out of amazon, by the Vine Boniface, | 

by the Vine Romulus, out of Lord Poltimore's Amazon, out of Lord Gifford's V.W.H. 
Amethyst, by Lord Gifford's V.W.H, lucifer, combines sane of the best hunting strains 
extant, Let it be borne in mind that the high-bred descendants of the Belvoir Comus 
can speak to the purnose better than a proletarian Bright - an enconium that ca mot 
be extended to the Belvoir descendants of the present time," 

A correspondent, under the signature of 'Dorset', writes thus in 


reference to Lord Poltimore's Hounds:= "Now that these hounds are leaving Dorset shire 


I think it right to call the attehtion of Sportsmen to the means whereby they have 


attained their aclnowledged superiority, ‘he reason they have attained this excell- 


ence is that the Master has attended to the breeding and management of his hounds 
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LU. 
with a sagacity that few, if any, paid Huntsmen possess. ile has bred only from the 
best bitches, bearing nore, tongue and stoutness in mind, instead of mere good looks, 
in the field, the Huntsman - vans = has been instructed to leave the hounds alone 
until they have made their own cast, instead of flying off here and there, as so 
many Huntsmen to, the moment their hounds are at fault. ie all have seen the result." | 

"The announcement made some months ago that the noble Master of the | 
Lattistock Hunt, Lord Poltimore, had resolved to rélingquish hunting in Vorsetshire, | 
| | 
occasioned acmsiderable amount of regret amongst the ardent lovers of the sport in | 
the County, For some thirteen seasons in Succession his Lordship, with his magnifi- | 
cent pack of hounds, had most liberally afforded field enjoyment, keen and exhiliara-— | 
ting, and in the capacity of lieF.H. displayed such bonhomie, courtesy, and geniality | 
| . 
as to gain the most cordial and universal admiration and respect. The subscribers | 
and friends of the Hunt, on hearing that their connection with the noble Lord was 
about to be severed, decided to present to him a suitable tribute of their esteen, 
and accordingly about & 1,000 was immediately subscribed for the purpose. It was | 
) 
determined most anpropriately that the testimonial should take the fomr of a partrait | 
of his lordship, a work that was entrusted to vir Francis Grant, President of the | 
/ 
Koyal Academy, and the distinguished artist has executed his commission with con- | 
Summate skill and artistic ability. ‘The picture has been on view for sane weeks at | 
lr. Foster's gallery, Cornhill, heaving been previously shown at the recent exhibition 
of the Royal Academy and obtaining uncualified admiration from all who have seen it. 
the portrait itself is, of course, conspicuous on the canvas, and a faithful and 
striking likeness of the noble Lord has been produced. He is mounted on a favourite 
| 
hunter, and after a snlendid run, his well-known funtsman, vans, dismounted, is 
seen holding the fox aloft with both hands, the pack clustered round him. The latter, 
every one known by name, are very cleverly portrayed, each affording a study in it- , 
self, The easy and natural attitude of lord Poltimore while seated in the saddle is 
another commendable feature of the picture, His lordship, by the gratified expression | 


! 


on his countenance, appears to view the animated Sscenenwith interest and is evidently 
pleased with the result of the run, jell up rides Lord Digby, the first of the 
Field at the kill, But Lord Poltimore and his horse, in accordance with the fit ness 


of things, are the most prominent and effective features of the picture, at the foot 
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vyhich is a smali gilt plate pearing the subjoined inscription:- 
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TO AUGUSTUS FREDERICK WARWICK 
BARON POLTIMORE 
From the members and friends of the 
Cattistock Hunt 
In grateful remembrance’ of the efiicient and 
Sportsmanlike manner in which, for 
thirteen seasons he has hunted that 
country at his om 
expense, " 

The portrait, which I have often Seen, hanes today in the residence 

of the present Lord Poltimore - himself a noted Master of Foxhounds — at North Molton, 
in Devonshire, Sir Grancis Grant painted many portraits of Masters of Hounds and 
hunting men in those davs, and this one, to my way of thinking, is the best of them 
all, 

‘The presentation took place at the Town Hall, on caturday afternoon, 
in the presence of a numerous assemblage of his Lordship's friends. The picture wa 
exhibited on the platform, having been effectively "hung! by lr. Foster, and with a 
favourable light it appeared to the best advantace, Frior to the presentation it was 


viewed by a large number of gentlemen, many of whom Sisnified their approval and 


miration of the work, ije may mention also that the pitture has been engraved by 


Ou 


2 
Messrs. Graves of Pall la Ll, in order that all who have benefitted by his Lordship's 
munificent administration of the Hunt may possess a memento of the pleasant days they 
have spent with the Cattistock Hounds, Lord Digby, in presentine the testimonial, 
said:= 'Lord Poltimore = Those who have enjoyed the pleasure of hunting with your 
hounds for the last 13 years in the Cattistock Country have requested your attendance 
nere today, in order to present to your Lordship that testimonial of our esteem and 
regard, evoked by the very liberal, handsome, and sportsmanlike manner in which vou 
have hunted that country for a period of 12 years. we must not forget that, after 
the late lr, Farquharson relinquished the post of li.F.H. in the Cattistock Country, 
it was vacant for two years, and that when Lord Poltimore came forward, in the most 


handsome manner, offering to hunt the country, his Lordship brought with him a pack 


of hounds which, without fear of contradiction, I may say were nullis secundi to any 
eee ee UNG 


pack that had hunted in Great Britain. the noble Lord did everything in his pover 
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more members, any five of which should form juorum. liembers of the Hunt Committee 


to be ex-officio members of the club, subscriptions to be paid to the Seeretarv or to 
Sameone of the Committee of the Cattistoeck funt, for the earth~stonnin: fund, at 


essrs. Williams and Gog's bank, on or before the lst of October in each year, 
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There followed a discussion upon the advisability of instituting a 
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poultry fund, to which the Chairman replied that they had not yet introduced such 


expensive proceedings — they had subscribed, to be sure, but it had been quite nominal, 
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last year, no fimds being necessary, this practice had ceased, Mr. Littlehales 
then observed that verhans it might be best to include Such expenses un 

ts idental exvenses! < which he said Lnvited Jlaims: and here it mav be said | 
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that this rull obtains to the present day. In the course of the meeing, the 


oc ‘2 } a ee waall —_ eee 4 — oe = apie sa = jek wins atk |, “ae See ns 
vattistock country, whether they would undertake to see that the same were stopped f 
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whenever the occasion required: and this Suggestion meeting with agreement bv everyone 


present, the matter was dronped,. 
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the following gentlemen were named on the committee to attend to these § 
matters in their respective districts: Mr. Hull, Mr. Nhittle, Mr. John Chick Mr, 

. ” a > a ~~ 25 i ~~ {we oe anil t iia = > — — . f< +4 2 i 
Gale, Mr. Symes, ( etner Cerne), ur, ovmes (Kingston Russell), ur. He. BeVIs (“ydling), i} 
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r. Andrews, Mr. Dunning (Corsecomb), Mr. G. Symonds (Hillfield), Mr. Shepherd i 


: 


(Askerswell), Mr. Ge Miller (Bradpole), Mr. Batten, Mr. F. Pope, Mr. Chamen(Charminstes)| 
Mr. H, Batten, Mr. Hoskins (Hazelbury); who with the seven members of the Hunt i 
Committee, constitute a body of oh, | 
[his, it may be said, was in reality the foundation of the Cattistock 
Hunt, | 
It is an odd coincidence that the next Master of the Cattistock 

country, in fact one might say the first Master of the Cattistock after it ceased to ! 
be a private pack, was a man directly descended from that Mr, Wyndham of Dinton who | {| 
had sold his pack to Squire Farquharson in 1806. John Codrineton was the third son 


of Villiam Codrington and Letitia, eldest daughter of William Wyndham, and was born 


at Ashton, near Warminster, Wilts., on January L7th, 1829. About 1842, John 


Codrinston emigrated to New South lales, where he remained for some years, Upon his 
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return to Ungland he started a pack of harriers with his brother, Charles, at 
Toclmells, near Painswick, in Gloucestershire, and subsequently, fran 1862 to 1865, 
he hunted the Brookworth Harriers in Gloucestershire, 

It will perhaps be remembered that Jem Treadwell, Mr. Farquharson's 
second Huntsman, who hunted "all Dorsetshire" for over thirty years under the Master- 
Ship of the 'Old Squire(, had worn his first scarlet as whipper=in when William 
Codrinston was hunting the South Wilts country. In 1867, John Codrington had jo ined 
with his uncle, Captain A.W, Wyndham, in the Mastership of the South Wilts, and when 
the latter died in 1869, had carried on alone for two seasons, after which time he 
applied for the Mastership of the Cattistock country, which has just become vacant 
by the resignation of Lord Poltimore,. 

Like his father, John Codrineton was a heavy man and was never a bold 
rider, JI have been told by men who hunted with him that he was a thorough sportsman — | 
not onlv devoted to hunting, but always delighted to join in and promote any other kind 
of sport, especially cricket, Though ouiet and reserved with Strangers, he was one 
of the cheeriest of compani‘ons with those who knew him in the hunting or cricket field, 

In his own home — he lived at Evershot during his Mastership of the Cattistock, he | 
was a perfect host, and will long be remembered for his joviality, humour, and ready 
wit, 

He died at Tenterton, New South Wales, on June 2lst, 1898, at the age 
of 70. Mr Henry Dammnev of Closwoth, who hunted with him, in speaking of Mr. Codring— tl 
ton, savs:= "He kept his hounds at the Acord Inn at ivershot. They were not a very 
outstanding-looking pack, but they were very keen, In those days the Fields rarely 
exceeded fifty, half of which were farmers. je had no hunting gates or bridges and 
had to scramble through the best way we could; but it certainiy was very exciting, and | 
we had many excellent runs. I remember one day at Pen Wood that a fox caught a | } 
squirrel and ate it in front of the Field. Someone holloaed and the hounds came on 
and gave us a cracking run to Halstock, where they finallv killed," 


I have found it a very difficult matter to ascertain much about the 


hounds that Mr, Codrington had in those days. The entries are not in the Stud Book, 
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and no one seems to have any records about them, He kept only bitches and, as far 


as I can find out, thev were mostly drafts from other packs = as he bred nothing; 


though the sport he furnished seems to have been excellent, 


The accounts which follow are taken from the contemporary local press, 


the first one being of the Opening Meet, on November lst, 1872, "The square in front 


of the Artillery Barracks was the place of assembly, where, at eleven o'clock, there 
WaS a good): gathering of gentlemen in scarlet and their friends, The mornine 


promised well for sport but a disappointing rain came on shortly after noon, thus 


interfering with the probabilities of a good day's sport, The speckeld pack, mstered 


around the Huntsman, were in fine condition and in perfect readiness to afford keen 


enjoyment, Prior to the start, many of the company assem ¢d and partook of refresh- 
ments in the mess-rooms at the Barracks, where they were considerately entertained by 


ae We ys D “4 yon - ~€ ¢ ~ tr o 7 om) Pt “ ~ - cs ' 
the Officer of 'q! Batter, 'C! Brigade, of the Royal Horse Artillery, at present 
stationed at Jorchester, 


The start was effected about half past eleven, Bradford 


nose who assembled at the meet were: 


Mr. Codrington, Lord Digby, Col. Digby, Cast. &.W.Williams of herringstone House, 


(in hunting costume and mounted), Col. Astell, Col. Bingham, Major 


. y + - 2 ae az it > > oo + . i 
lieut. Desbarres, Lieut Poole, lir. Ferris of nadipole, Major Cam | 
2S, Major Clapcott, General “hirley, Capt, ‘hresher, Mr. Turnor Tfurnor and party, 


va eae. oe . ee i es a a a ae . 
of Fleet House, Cart, Surnett, Dr. Rendall of Maiden Newton, lir. R. Devenish of 


vnarminster, Mr. A. Martin of vershot, Mr. 


oaunders of Forston, Mr. Henry Pope, Mr, | 

| 

\lfred Pope, and lir, Edwin Ponre of Vorchester, Mr, Furmedge of Broadwey, Mr. Giles | 

i 

vymonds of “ydling, Mr. ‘lichard Genge of aterston, Mr. E. Bainton of jest nighton, | 
Vr. Henrv “avo of Coker's Fron | 


i¢, Mir. John Mayo of Forston, &c., &c, 


J.0.C. Nov. 21, 1872. "CATTISTOCK HOUNDS. On Tuesday last this fine pack of bunds | 


met in Cattistock village for the first time under the hastership of lir, Codrineton | 


who succeeds Lord Poltimore as M.F.H. of the GCattistock country. There was a& £ood 


assemblage of gentlemen in scarlet and pedestrians at Lattistock Lodges and the 


order was given to proceed towards Chalmington, Previous to the Start, refresh ments 


were partaken of at the residence of ur. Bridge, We are glad to hear that this part 


_ 
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of the country is well stocked with foxes, and under the regime of t} present 


excellent Master, considerable sport is anticipated, 


anuary 10, 1873. On Friday these hounds met ir 


——s om tlio 


1 the Firday country at Friar laddon, 
residence of that popular and genial] Sportsman, lir. William Mayo, There was a 


food muster of the richt sort of gentlemen to cross a country, in number about a 


hundred, After partaking of Mr. Mayo's hospitality for a few minutes, the Field | 
qi 
followed the hounds to the first draw, a withy-bed near the house, where an old dog i 
fox was immediately found, He went away to Ashton Gorses and the Bayard earths | 
] 
which were stopped. Hounds had a view of him here and ran into him in the oren | 
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but unfortunately there was an earth not stopped at Friar Wadd- nN, wiere he took | 
q 
. 
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“eLUEZE veo nis brush, vome little time now elansed in arawing for a third fox, q 


but in a small withy-bed at Little addon, an old fellow turned ut. After crossing q 
, 
| 
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2 few fields with bhhe homds close at his orush, he dodged into a drain, but was soon 
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turning to the left across the enclosures to Captain Thresher'ts Gorse, and over the fi 
hill to whitmore: straicht throuch and on to Lanpt on, through Mr. Spvnarks's plamta- 
tion and down to the back sea, leavine Wivke Wood on their right; then past Fleet | 
house and across the ilevmouth road to Kast Chickerell, where they turned again to i 
the left for Nottington and Sroadwey, running into this good fax on Vestbrook Farm at Hh 
Upwey, Time = one hour and 20 minutes, after leaving the drain over at least 12 if 


ils : : / | 
miles of the heaviest country in Dorset, This was considered the best run in the 
Buckland Vale ever seen by the oldest sportsman - the whole without a check, amd very 
few horsemen in at the death, We can onlv add that great credit is due to Mr. Cod- i] 
ler such a work; Ne 5 killine pack of hounds in So short Fay time 
and no lluntsman could ride closer or better to them than Frank did the whole day," iI 


It must be remembered that in the days of which I am writing the 


railway line which now runs from Upwey to Abbotsbury had not been constructed, 


Juring my Mastershin of the Catt ist oek Hounds, this part of the country wae - favour. 
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ite one, and we had many good hunts, in spite of the existence of the line which 
now bisects the valley, 

Vr. Symonds records a hunt from Vynford Hagle, on April 7th, 1874. 
"The meet," he says, "for some reason or other, was not duly advertised, except to 
the exceptional takers-in of the otandard or other such London papers, which are not 
alvays read by the general riding public. Bridport Fair again Stopped many well- 
known sportsmen, who preferred business to pleasure. The Field, as usual, was wel- 
comed by Mr, Sprake who, as on all other occasions, hospitably entertained them. The 
order to draw Wynford Wood being acknowledged, proved what has been the case of late, 
and though a fox was absent today, we hope for better things in future and to have a 
find unmistakable, A trot then brought us to Poorstock Common, where, 'as safe as 
eggs are eges!, a fox is to be found, and such probed to be the case on this occasion, 
No sooner had hounds entered the Common, than the worthy Souire said they had acknow- 
ledged the ture varmint, and worked from a trail,to a find, to a view halloa, by that , 
clipping rider, Mr. Martin, Jr., whose welcome and ringing 'Tally-ho' excited the 
hearts of the riding men. But this gallant old fox was not eager to go till he had 
really rpoved that he had true enemeles; when away he dashed, after a hot pursuit in | 
the Common of 33 minutes, to Burleston sarths, (stopped, of course) and on by Barrow- | 
land, leaving the whole of the ynford coverts to the left; to iiest Compton Hill, || 
upwind at racing pace, over the Downs to Hallers, not even acknowledging the earths 1) 
(open) and safe from teeth, They faced Askerswell Hill, where Charlie could be seen 1 
to take many a stop and look at his cager pursuers coming down at a death-telling 
pace on the opposiitie side, and on to oturthill, leaving the Travellerts Rest m the 
right, to the well-known earths at Coombe, which, although wide open, were too warm 
for such a good 'un to enter, which was proved by our gallant fox running fairly till i 
the pack raced him from scent to vie and killed him in the middle of a fine pasture ti 
of about 30 acres, fairly lying deadbeat and awaiting the "happy despateh', 
Refreshments were liberally dispensed by Mr. Symonds, of Coombe, who, of course from 
such a distant meet hardly expected such a nice little party. All were satisfied and 


returned to their homes with a pleasing remenbrance of as good a run as ever was seen = 


being 40 minutes in the open, and 33 minutes in the Common, (Signed) G.SYMONDS ," 
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"The opening meet of the season of 1875-76 was held at the artillery 
Barracks in Dorchester. The Officers of the foyal Horse Artillery kindly provided 


luncheon in the Mess, but owing to the unfavourable weather, the Field was very small, 


and consequently but few partook of the hospitality. The first draw, soon after 
eleven o'clock, produced a fast run in the direction of Bradford Peverell, where a 
brace of faxes were killed. Next, the Huntsman took hounds to Wrackleford, and a 50 
minutes' hunt ended fatally for Reynard, near Captain Griffis's residence at Fuddle- 
town," 

"On Friday, December 17th, the meet was at Hast Compton, where there 
was a large muster of the right sort. After doing justice to Mr. Chick's hospitality, 
we first drew Foxleaze Withy-bed and found directly; and hounds getting away quickly 
and running very fast over the hill, pulled him down in throop Cowleaze in ten 
minutes. The Huntsman declared this to be the bigeest and heaviest fox that he had 
ever taken from hounds, Returning again to Hast Compton, they found a brace in the 
Copse, one of which gave us a Sharp burst to the Hogleazes at Frampton, where we lost 
him. The next draw ws Mr. Symes' gorse near Longbredy, where hounds found at once, 
their fox breaking over the lower road and running behind the cottages to the lower 
part of the village, then turning left-handed through the meadows by Mr. A.Sheridan's 
house and thence, over the hill to Higher Kingston; thence through the enclosures 
to Dower Field, and then on to West Compton village. Here our fox was headed and 
turned back over the hill to Two Gates and so on to Naller's Copse; then over the 
choking hill to Eggardon Copse, where Bowers (iho was always in his place) viewed 
him making for the Behlatone earths. Find them stopped, he ran around the point of 
Sggardon Hill, and through the enclosures by Kings, to Poorstock Common; then 
through the lower covert at Barrowland, to the Bridport railway line. He ran along= 
side of the line to the back of Great Toller Village, then turning to the left, he 
crossed the line heading for Red Hone, Unfortunately, at this point a check occurred, 
on account of the fox running the road for some distance; hounds, however, hitting 
off the line again, ran to Red Hone and turning to the right across the water-=ne ad ows 
and brook at Higher Kingcombe, climbed the steep hill to Kingcambe Copse. It being 


now dark, we were obliged to stop hounds and give this fox a chance for another day. 
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Time:= two hours and 40 minutes, I may add that, up to the present date, our sport 


has been first-rate," 
These accounts are by G, Symonds, who wrote for the Dorset County 


Chronicle, 
2UPOnLCLE 


varly in February of 1876 I find an account of another addition to 
the splendid runs of this noted pack, “he meet was at Frome ot.juintin, and a goodly 
number mustered for the sport. Frame Coppice was the first draw, where the 'Little 
red rascal! was soon found and 'Tally-ho! Gone awayi' was heard = to the exceeding 
joy of the members of the Field, Immediat ely afterwards, the air was filled wit h 
that delightful sound to which all foxhunters incline an ear and for which these 
hounds are noted. There was undoubtedly a good Scent, which the hounds made the most 
of, as they rattled on at a tremend ous pace; giving plenty of room for the "fast 
riders" to follow, After thirty-five minutes without a check, Heynard was pulled 
jown in the open, 


‘Little he thought, when first he started, 
'That his head and his body would soon be parted,! 


"A second fox was soon found and a capital run ensued = an hour and 5 minutes vi th 
but one short check, when Sowers, the Huntsman, showed great skill in casting and 
hitting off the line, so that hounds eventually brought Reynard to close quarters, 
and after dodging about a bit, forced him to cease from his labours. Two or three 
small coverts nearby were drawn without results before hounds were stopped and 
ordered home. lLhere were several falls this day, but none had Serious consequences, 
with one exception, which might have been bad, In jumping a brook, one horse landed 
short on the bank bd beth horse and rider were thrown into the water - unfortunately, | 
with the rider at the bottom. However, both came out unhurt, which was soon by the 
onlookers when the horse galloped away and rider contented himself by singing - 'Oh, 
would I were a bird!' =~ having just experienced what it might be like to be a fish, 
Three weeks Later there was a meet at Grimst me Gate. Bowers drew the 
Dairvhouse Copse without result, and then we trotten over to ‘oodhills, where, ale 
though several foxes had been seen about, Charles was not at home today, However, 
things soon altered; and we trotted on to lr, Chamen's gorses ~ always a sure find « 


when, in the open close by, up jumped a dark-coloured old fax who took us straight 
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away to Fairmile Hill. Bending to the right for Piddletrenthide, by the Eave 


4 es. 3 | 
Rookery, he was headed by some ploughmen at work, and ran by the hectory of Piddle- 


hinton to Littlepuddle, Still bending to the right, he was again headed; but nothing 


daunted, he dashed across the meadows of Muston towards Bourne Copse, which this bold 


fox disdained to enter, but tried for his point - evidently Yellowham ood. Hounds 


made it too hot for him, and he had had nearly enough of it as he slipped down through 


the Druce Eweleaze and across the meadows, and got to ground on Druce Down, only just 


in time to save his brush. I never saw hounds work better and they richly deserved 


blood. Bowers was always in his place, and I was very pleased to see that he m 
2 a > J t 


had cecasion to use his horn once. He is evidently more fond of his hounds! music than 


the toot-tooting which often Spoils sport. ie trotted back and drew the Nether Cerne 


coverts, when a dense fog coming up, we were glad to beat a retreat, well pleased 


with our good gallop. There are lots of foxes in the country, but they want a bit of 


finding at this time of yearg" . 


Mention of Bowers, Lr, Codrington's Huntsman, in this and the 


previous run, is the first that has occurred, 


A week later these hounds met on Tuesday, March 7th, at Svershot Station © 


"After drawinc Batcombe Moor and Stockwood blank, we found a brace in the Brick Kiln 


Copse. Hounds went away with a good one for lielbury, and on to iotcambe, when, being 


headed, he crossed the railway line and went away for withy Hook, and then on to 


Perkins 's Gorse, passing between Chetnole and Leigh. Fran here the line went to Yet- 


minster Cross, and then to Jhitfield ood and Leweston Gorse, the fox evidently 


making for Honeycombe; but he was headed and turned down by Beer Hackett, and then 


further to the left to Baily Ridge, where this Splendid run = much of it in B.V 


country - may be said to have ended, our fox getting to ground there," 


The last recorded run of the season was on Monday, March 27th, when 


hounds met at the Acorn Inn, Evershot, where they were kennelled, A most disagreeable 


raw, foggy morning, greeting a small Field. After a considerable delay the foe cle ared 
away slightly and we commenced operations by drawing a Coiunle of small coverts on 


Combe Hill, but as 'Charlie' was not at home, we trotted off to Nelbury Big Wood, 
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In a few moments Mr. Sansom viewed a fox (the same that we hunted last Tuesday and 


lost) and, with a burning scent they fairly raced him round the Park and marked him 

to ground in a drain close to the House, after one of the fastest fifteen minutes I 
ever saw. Here, unfortunately, we wasted an hour and a quarter trying to dig the 
varmint out, but all to no purpose; so we left him and drew several coverts in the 
direction of Holt Mill; but no response came till we reached a small copse beyond, 
where we found our second fox and ran him very fast towards Adams Green. Here he 
crossed the road which brought us our first cheek; hounds soon picked ur the line, 
however, and ran over the hill and down a gully to the stream, which they crossed, 

and ran up to the bridge opposite to ground in a drain on the side of the hill, after 
a good thirty minutes run, " 

"The Cattistock commenced cubhunting on August <3rd, and they have 

been out four mornings in the large coverts at Melbury, and after hard and satisfactary 

work, have brought a cub to hand each morning. Wr. Codrington has now 284 couples of 

hounds, all bitches, in kennel, about 21 inches high, and a fine, level, bonny lot 
they are, and in such find condition as they are now, I think it must be a good stout 
fox which can best them on a good scenting day. Ott of this 284 couples, 74 consist 
of the Young “ntry - and a very nice, even lot they are, Uast summer a correspondent ~ 
who visited the pack initheir kennel at. Evershot wrote that he had never seen hounds 
in better condition and that with faxes being plentiful all over the country, there 
was every prospect of a good season, After seeing the hounds, Mr, Codrington kindly 
Showed him the horses, which he pronounced a very fine useful stud, up to a great 
weight, fit for hill or vale, and all looking well," 

"The Cattistock Hounds," wrote a correspondent, "met under the able 

Wastership of Mr. Codrington at the Royal Horse Artillery Barracks on Friday morning, 
when the weather - which at first was somewhat ‘nasty! and dispiriting ~ turned out 
all that could be desired for good sport. The Field which assembled in the Barrack 
Square, Dorchester, was numerous, the party including many well-mounted Sportsmen, 
numbering about 150, Among those present may be enumerated Mrs. Sutton (the new 


occupier of Came House), Major Bond and Officers of the R.H.A. The latter 


entertained a portion of the company at breakfast, <A start having been made, a fox 
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was soon found and promptly marked to ground, A second fox was found in -ydling 


Poor Lots, and there was a very good spin with him towards Magiston, where, turning 


to the right, the hounds ran Reynard into Cerne Park, where they got into a lot of 


fresh cubs and the hounds did not get blood, 


"Six weeks later, the Cattistock was at Dogberry Gate. There was a 
drizzling rain falling and drifts of fog successively enveloped the hills. The meet 
was large, as the Vale Hounds did not hunt that day, and the Field was augmented by 
a considerable detachment fram Sherborne, headed by Sir Richard Glyn who at that time 
was haster of the B.V.Hounds. Contrary to expectation, Mr. Codrington gave orders to 

draw the hill coverts, which was regretted by some who feared that the fog would 
prevent 'the strangers! fron seeing the 'form! of this Sporting packs; but be it 
remembered that Vale foxes, as a rule, run to the hills. Lord Digby's Gorse was 
drawn blank, and Holcombe with the same result; but a fox was viewed away fron 
Minterne while the hounds were trying the latter covert. By the time we arrived at 
Hamm's Gorse, the fog had lifted - and here a brace of foxes were found. One tried 
to break, but was headed back and narrowly escaped being chopped in covert. After 
Such @ reception he was thoroughly impressed with the necessity of getting away from 
there as soon as possible; so, crossing to the opposite brow, he ran along it almost 
to Buckland village with the pack at his brush, and up the hill to the left, Here a 
check on the plough gave time for the Huntsman and Field to arrive, Bowers lifted 
them at once onto the road and hit off the line where the fox had crossed. Je then 
saw that we had to do with a Vale 'varmint', for, without turning to Hight Acres, 
the hounds ran at great speed through the valley, to the Glanvilles vootton covetts, 
which were only skirted; and hounds driving on through heavy going over the shoulder 
of Castle Hill, braght us to Pulham Common, The Field was now select; but the 
Leweston Squire was there to show the way over his own country, and the ladies and 
some hunting men from the hills were riding well for the honour of their Hunt. From 
Pulham Common the chase ecmtinued very fast to the road, and, after a check, on to 


Holwell Gorse, where many of the Field joined us. Down the centre ride ofthis 


covert the hounds carried the line, and after sane Slight hesitation in the brake 
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outside, they drove forward again to the turnpike road, where the fox was headed back 
to Holwell, Now came the trying time; for no less than three foxes broke fran this 


Stronghold, and the Vhippers-in had all they could do to prevent the hounds changing. 


Twice we thought we must kill him, but again he made his point good, and we raced him 
across the road to Windmill Hill; through New Gorse, and down to the river. Here a 
well-known Sydling gentleman gave us a plucky lead over the Lidden; but a ford being 
found, none followed him, though the Sight of the fox and hounds in the same field on 
the far side stimulated many. 'Forrard away!! down the right bank of the strean, 
through fine but Spongy meadows, to Rooksmoors and there was heard such a cry as 
would have warmed the heart of John Peel himself as, with a burning scent, and with 
every bristle erect, the pack marked this gallant fox for their own. Sut he would not 
die without another effort, and breaking again he was pulled down in the open about 
three fields from the covert, and his. brush went home on the side=saddle of the little 
grey who had followed him so well. (This was probably a grey mare named 'Zephyr', 
which was hunted for many Seasons by Mr. R, G, Cave, who was a noted rider to hounds 
at that time.) The time was two hours and ten minutes from find to finish; the 
hounds worked well throughout; and when at fault, Bowers was always there to help. 
Though it is to be remembered that a fox seldom runs except from the vale to the hills , 
please let it be chronicled how this one ran from the hills to the vale, and how hr, 
Codrington, with the Cattistock, caught him," 
"On Saturday, the 3rd of February, these hounds, having been taken 

home from Dogberry Gate early the previous morning, owing to the fog, met at Upeerne 
Yood for a quiet bye-day, at 10.30 a.m, Nothing remained of yesterday's mist; but a 
cold wind from the Northwest promised little scent, The first draw was Minterne Seat, 
where a fox had been viewed in the morning; but neither in this covert, nor in the 
neighbouring one of dogberry, did we find. Near Silver Hill a brace of foxes was un-= 
kennelled; one of which, after an unsatisfactory morning, we lost near Minterne House, 
Hann's Gorse, near Giant's Head, was then drawn, and from it a fine fox broke away. 
setting his mask for Holcombe, he crossed the lane, but turning under a hedge, he 
took the trackway towards Buckland Newton, Before reaching the Village, the line 


diverged to the right, and we had a good hunt over cold fallows and up the road to 
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Alton. Here we got on the Downs and ran at great speed, over sound turf, to atcambe, 
‘Hold hard, gentlemen, for one minute; they'11 come to us,' said a noble sportsman, 


learned in the ways of foxes, and he was right; for scarcely had our nage had a 


breathing-spell, when the hounds crashed out: of the covert. Forward! Through stiff 
plough and over sharp flints, to the great Side-hill conse above Armswell, and down 
the hill, they ran, to awaken the small Spinney on the left of the farm with their ery. 
Now the Vale mud begins to hold us; but we must push on, for the cheery horn still 
says 'Forrard's; and with no smll distress to our horses, we arrive in time to see 
the pack disarpear into lteleambe Park, We all hoped for a breathing time, but no < 
through the thickest, dirtiest, and most unrideable wood in Vorset, these brave bitches © 
rattled their fox without leaving the line for an instant, and then their melodious 
voices proclaimed him aWay on the far side. We were galloping through neavy pasture- 
land to catch them, when the Field suddenly stopped, ‘'Whatts the matter?! said I, 
'a vile gate, that can't be opened,' was the quick reply; so we negotiated a big bank 
on the léft, fenced with post and rails, and joined the chase across the Vale to 
North Wood, and up Bulbarrow, Mounting this steep ascent was trying work for mn and 
beast, and the whole Field led their breathless steeds into the ancient British Camp 3 
and thankful we were when a Slight check in the covert above Stoke Wake, gave horse 
and rider time to revive, A boy had headed the fox and turned him down as if for 


Yoolland: where he ran under the arren, through the valley and over the hill, and 


3 


along Alpin's Heath, almost to furnsworth; but he at last sank the dell, and crawling 
through its eastern hedge, sought the friendly shelter of Houghton Wood, Here a fresh 
fox jumped up in front of hounds,= and as they could not be easily stopped with tired 
hourses in that immense covert - our gallant quarry saved his brush, Though Bowers 
was with his hounds throughout the run, they were left guite to themselves, and their 
hunting was magnificent. Scent as far as Vatcombe was good, but a shower at armswel] 
cooled it; and it reouired all the sagacity of those beautiful bitches to carry the 
line over the fallows above Stoke Wake, The time, to Melcanbe Park, was 40 minutes, 
and another hour took us to Houghton Wood. You will perhaps say that no description 


of a fox hunt should have a place in print, unless it has what a Huntsman calls a 
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satisfactory ending - a 'whoo=-oop! = but as you are good enough sometimes to publish 
how hounds run into their fox, I = on the part of the vulpine race - ask you now to 
publish how by hard running, one of them saved his brush. And may many of his 
brethren follow his example,!! 

This and the foregoing excellent account were both written by a 
correspondent who signed himself "Uncle Nat", whose identity I have been unable to 
find out. He seems to have been a Sportsman, anyway, and to be able to describe a 
hunt with the best of them. 

It was about this time that lir. Codrington sent in his resignation, 


He did not want to leave the country, and told the Committee SO, but, as we have 


already stated, he had a considerable estate in New South Wales which he felt it was 
absolutely essential that he must visit - for a time at least, 

"A General Meeting of the Hunt was held at the King's Arms Hotel, 
Jorchester, on Saturday afternoon, February 2hth, (1877) the object being to elect a 
Master, in the room of Mr. Codrington, resigned, Lord Digby, Chairman of the Committee 

presided, there being also present lir. E.W. Williams, the Hon, Secretary, and other 
members of the Committee, Lord Digby stated that one of the objects of the meeting 
was to express regret at the resignation of Mr, Codrington from the Mastership. They 
could never get a better Master, one more devoted to Sport, one possesséing a more 
thorough knowledge of hunting; and who had, at the same time, one of the chief qualisi 
ties of a Master — a most excellent temper. He did not think that any gentleman 
present could say that he had ever recaved a harsh word from Mr. Codrington. He 
therefore, on behalf of the meeting, expressed the general feeling of regret occasioned _ 
by Mr. Codrington's resignation. 

"Mr. Williams then read Mr. Codrington's formal notice of resignation, 
which was dated February 10th. The Chairman observed that not & Sone had been left 
unturned to retain the services of lr. Codrington, who had continued the Mastership 
during the present season in consequence of the persuasion of Captain Williams, Who 


was to succeed him? = that was the question, 
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"Some conversation here followed, and the name of Captain MacNaghten 


wes mentioned, Both the Chairman and Mr, Williams said that unless that gentleman 


was unanimously elected, they felt sure that he would not accept the Liastership, and 
the Chairman begzed to propose that Captain Macnaghten be elected as the future Vaster 
of Hounds, 

"The motion for the election of Captain Macnaghten was carried unanim- 
ously. The Hon, vecretary then read the whole of the correspondence which had taken 
place on the subject of Mr. Codrington's resignation, It appeared that on January 
30th, 1876, Mr. Codrington expressed his determination to give up the hounds at the 
end of another year, lip, Williams had recently written to him inviting him to re- 
consider his decision, and Suggesting the removal of same objection that he might have 
to prevent the country fran losing is valuable services, Lr, Codrington's reply was: | 
"T hereby give you notice that I intend to give un the Lastership at the end of the 
present season." Mr, Williams mentioned the condition of Captain Maenaghten's 
acceptance of the Nastership = viz. the Subscription being raised from 41,000 to 
& 1,050, and his engagement to hunt the country five days a fortnight, with a bye- 
day as often as convenient. Captain Maenaghten was anxious to hunt the country for 
three days a week, but he was not sure he should be able to do that. In reply to a 
question by lr. Loggin, Mr. Williams stated that Sydling was proposed by Captain 
Macnaghten as the position of the kennels, 

"The Chairman said that Gaptain Macaaghten had been Master of three 
packs, and on each occasion of his resignation the deepest regret was expressed, 

Mr. Williams said that few professionals were better than he. He had been a personal 
friend for 20 years and had brought him dowm here in order that he might see the 
country, and make himself acquainted with the people, before he was elected, Sir 
Molyneux Nepean asked if he had hunted faxhounds, and Mr. Williams replied, 'No, 
harriers - both in Ireland and England,! 

"The subscription was unanimously raised to 41,050, Sir Molyneux 


Nepean promising $5 towards the increase," 
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"On Wednesday, March 28th, hounds met at Dogberry Gate and trotted 


over to the Hillfield coverts, which were drawn blank, They then came back to 


Clinger, which is always a sure find. tere a brace were on foot; and the pack settled 
to one and ran him a 'duster' down over Clinger Farm, pointing for Grange dood; but 
here he turned to the covert where we had found him. He had another turn and threaded 
the little covert over the hill pointing to Minterne Houses; turned short to the left 
across the old Sherborne turnpike road over the Buckland Valley, leaving Buckland to 
the left; on over the hill as if for that stronghold vovert, Holcombe; but no - t hey 
went streaming across the valley - not a horse near them — over ploughed land and 

seed fields. I never saw hounds work and go faster over such 4 bad-scenting country. 
On they went, as Straight as a Line, ti11 nearly reaching Piddletrenthide, where 
'Charlie', finding the hounds warming to him, crossed the road up over a tremendous 
hill; and on to the main earth in a double hedge=-row at Thornsonbe, just Saving his 
brush by a short length, as fax und hounds were in the same field together when he 
went to ground. Time:= 43 minutes in the open; 55 from find to finish. Lveryone 
seemed sorry to lose their cheery, good-natured, and genial Master, and also Bill 
Bowers, the Huntsman, who, although he had only been two seasons with the Cattistock, 
had won everybody to him by his civility. There was a rumour that he had been 
appointed Huntsman to the Taunton Vale, and a sportsman who had hunted in Dorsetshire 
for many years pronouned him the nearest approach to the famous Jem Treadwell that 


he had ever known," 


I think that John Codrington was very loath to leave Dorsetshire and 
his cosy, little hunting box at “vershot; but duty called him back to Australia; 
and early in July of 1877 he said "sood=bye" to his sporting friends and Sailed 
away . 

Captain Macnaghten had had no experience with foxhounds, and I think 
he must have realised from the start that it would not be easy to follow SO good a 


Vaster as Codrington; but he was a sportsman and he did his best. The opening of 


the season is thus described in the Dorset County Chronicle of November lst, 1877, 
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"The opening meet of this famous pack (which now is kenneled at Sydling) 


took place on Tuesday morning at Dorchester Barracks, The weather was far from "the 
right sort" for hunt ing purposes, but there was a capital turnout in the enclosure 
at the Artillery Barracks - the appointed rendezvous ~ and the muster must have some- 
what encouraged the new Master of the pack, Capt. jacnaghten, whose presence with 
the hounds in splendid form was hailed with satisfaction, Laptain Macnaghten will 
doubtless prove a worthy successor to Mr. Codrington whose retirement has been 
accompanied with many feelings of regret. The meet was at 10.45 and the officers of 
the Royal Horse Artillery kindly invited the Visitors to luncheon, prior to the start, 
and their hospitality was largely accepted. The Field, well horsed, was bent upon a 
day's enjoyment, and comprised, among others, Lord Digby, The Hon. Miss Disby, the 
Hon. Capt. Digby, M.P., the Misses Brymer, Col. Henning, Col. Hankey, the Hon Major 
Stewart, the Rec, &.P,Cambridge and party, Col. Dene, Capt. E.W. Williams, Capt, 
Sutton, Major and Mrs, Hawes, and many others, 

The start was effected at eleven o'clock and the party proceeded in the 
direction of Bradford Peverell. There were mumerous Spectators, the opening meet 
of the season occasioning general interest, especially as many had not before seen 
the new Master, A perfect gale came on during the afternoon, and the heavy downfall 
of rain considerably marred the Sport. However, we immediately found a brace of cubs 
in the Bradford Peverell Plantations, and hounds settling on the line of one, ran 
him well to Frampton Court. After ringing the Framton coverts he retraced his steps 
and hounds finally ran into him in the parish of Bradford after a very nice spin for 
the beginning of the regular season. The new Huntsman is Jem Maiden, and he and his 
/hinpers=-in, Tocock and Woodley, worked well and were nicely turned out and mounted 
on excellent animals, suitable for the country. Hounds afterwards found a brace of 
foxes in llr. Smith's coverts on the Muckleford side of the country, and from the 
quiet and workmanlike manner in which hounds were handled I think we may look forward 


to a good season, particularly as there seems to be no lack of foxes in the country," 
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The ensuing season seems to have been a fairly good one; but the new Master 


had only taken on the hounds to help out the country, and his action was certainly a 


most sportsmanlike one, “arly in March, word came from Mr. Codrington that, if ihe 
was wanted, he would be glad to take on the country again, if suitable arrangenents 
could be made. The Committee got into communication with Captain Macnaghten, who when , 
he heard that Mr, Codrington had offered his Services, promptly tendered his resigne— | 
tion; and at a mesting held on March 9th, 1878, Mr. Codrington's offer to hunt the 
country two days a week was finally accepted, 

From various sources I have learned that during the season of 1877-78, 
hounds had been out less than seventy-five days, whieh, of course, must be considered 
Quite inadequate, when one remembers the extent of the country hunted, Nevertheless, 
Captain Macnaghten showed the Field Some brilliant hunts, one of them being on Wed= 
nesday, March 13th, from Nether Cerne. The account reads:= "Found at Nether Cerne 
Hill and ran a great ring round Fairmile Hill and caught him at the back of the old 
Lunatic Asylum, where it appears he had taken refuge several times before. We then 
trotted on to Little Kingrove where we found one of the toughest old dog foxes ever 
seen, in the adjoining gorse, He went away over Blackdown Hill, veered to the left, 
and crossed the water-meadaws just above Nether Cerne House, skirted the Cerne road by 
Godmanstone and turned over the hill, pointing for Frampton, but hearing of the 
recent news preferred dying an honourable and Sportsmanlike death by a pack of hounds, 
etc. etc. He ran up the valley to Sydling Foor Lots, but disdained its protection, 
dashed on to the hedgerows and then retraced his steps to his old haunt. Thanks to 
the dry fallows he was not nailed at once, but hounds rolled him over under Blackdo wm 
Hill - dead beat at the end of 41 minutes, He appeared to be one of the old stamp - 
terribly tough = for hounds were at him over ten minutes before they could break him 
up. Capt. Macnaghten was out, but the first whipper=in had the horn, and J] thought he 
did not forget to use it, Huntsmen, either gentlemen or professionals, ought to be 
more particular this time of year if they want to find a fox and get a run not to 
make too much noise = I Suppose I ought to Say music = but the music made by hounds 


is the music I like," 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


Mr. Codrington had told the Committee that he wanted to go back to his 


old quarters at “vershot, and asked them to allow him a sum not to exceed 420 for 


rebuilding his old kennels at the Acorn Inn which, of Course, they willingly did, 
Cubhunting began early, the Master carrying the horn himself, with a Kennel huntsman 
and First Nhipper=in, named Tom Sampson, to put hounds to him. Litters of cubs scem 
to have been plentiful, for I find mention of cubhunting operations at Buckland 
Ripers, Hardy's Monument, and Winterbourne, as well as in the Northern part of the 
country, 

"Hounds met at Seaborough on January 28th, 1879, when lir, Stevens, with 
his usual hospitality, provided an excellent luncheon for al] comers. Owing to the 
inclemency of the weather = rain falling in torrents - there was not a large Field, 
“hilst hounds were trying in a covert near Mr. Steven's house, some men on the hill 
saw a fox go into a large covert called Rag Copse. The hounds were put in and he 
broke covert on the Henley Side, running through Peckmore, and thence over the hill 
to lr. Stone's covert at Clapton; and on to the railway, as if making for Blackmore; 
but a train came on and headed him, and he turned and ran back over the hill to 
Henley Copse, After trying the earths there and finding no entrance, he sank the 
bottom towards Maiden Beech Trees on to Grovely Copse; and through it to Manconbe 
and Stooper's Hill. He broke through Stooper's Hill Copse on the lierriott side, but 
was again headed, Returning to Stooper's Hill, he found an open earth and so saved 
his brush, Hounds went back to Seaborough, but the rain coming on heavily, they 
trotted off home, the Master promising to come down again soon, A fox ran out of 
Blackmoor, and a second out of Grovely, whilst hounds were working those coverts, 
and it is evident, therefore, that there are plenty in the neighbourhood," 


Our correspondent goes on, describing the hunt of February lst: "Glad 


we were this morning to find ourselves once more in the pigskin, and bravely did we 


defy the danger of balling snow to meet Mr, Codrington in his vale, Fresh horses, 
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a fine hunting morning, and a sure find, brought a large Field to the Melbury Oak, | 


Though sane sportsmen's 'gees' looked fair, fat, and faulty, both the horse and 


hounds of the Cattistock establishment did a credit to the care bestowed upon them 
during the long frost, At Vr. Batten's Gorse, at Caswell, we found a brace of foxes, 
and settling on the line of one pointing to Lelbury, we raced him to the Big Wood, 
From this large covert he was driven across the Deer Park, by the ornamental water, 
and up the hill to Bubb Down Plantations; where the long frost began to tell on the 
horses and all were glad to take a pull, which, with a Slight check above Duckett!s 
Moor, gave the nags fresh breath. The line of the fax was, however, soon hit off 
dovm the lane towards Chetnole Village, and crossing the railway, hounds turned to 
the left and ran quickly to the Batcombe road; with a little slow hunting on the 
macadams and away again to Calf Hay, as if for Perkins's Gorse; but leaving that to 
the left, they ran directly to the West Wood at Hillfield, Some Say we changed here, 
but those more forward, state that hounds never left the line; and on we went up the 
steep hill and into Upcerne iYood = and here, I think, many geve up, but not our brave 
fox, who - finding he stood as good a chance of escaping his enemies in the open as 
in covert — faced the Downs and ran over the valley towards llnterne House. Trying 
the interne earths, he found them,as usual, well Stopped; so he took us up Silver 
Hill and through Lord Digby's covert to lyons Gate and big Grange Wood. Here 
unfortunetely we changed and Mr. Codrington whipped off, as we were running another 
fox back towards linterne, after a gallant cmse of one hour and 50 Ininutes, 

UNCLE NAT." 
Very little has been said thus far of the personality of John Codrington, 

of his past experience, or his knowledge of hounds. An article by ‘Plantagenet " 
in The Field tells the Story. He writes:={ "Of the Cattistock Hounds and their 
brilliant performance in the field I have already written at sane length, A visit 
to such a genial host as Wr. John Codrington, and the chance of Spending an hour or 
two with him on the flags, are pleasures which no lover of hound lore could resitt, 


It was with Vr, Codrington's father, who then hunted the Old Berkshire country, that 


the great Dorsetshire hero, Jem Treadwell, first wore the Scarlet of a Vhipper-ins 
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and it was during his fifteen years of faithful service under that ‘greatest 


professor of the age! in the Berkshire vales and the Jiltshire woodland, that Jem 

Was initiated, step by step, into the mysteries of wooderaft, which he practiced with 
Such brilliant success throughout a long and honoured career. wopring fram a stock 

So celebrated among foxhunters of a past generation, the Master of the Catt istock 
inherits the predilections of his race, and preserves some old-fashioned principles 
of sport that one would like to see a little more prevalent in these days. A rare 
judge of hounds, he knows them thoroughly, loves them, and trusts them. On this, 
much of the good sport for which this pack has become celebrated in Jorsetshire, 
mainly depends. Their instinct is allowed free development. Not a sound must be 

heard until they have made their ovwn cast, and this they do withaa quickness and dash 
that would put to shame the talent of many a smart Huntsman. The consequence is 

that they have much more drive, and go faster than hounds that are constantly being 
interfered with, whenever a momentary check comes, One ean imagine the contemptuous 
and sceptical smile that will curl the lip of a fastidious L.F.H., when told tht the 
pack which does all this is a medly of drafts from many kennels, various in colour 

as in breeding, many of them taken without either character or pedigree from a London 
dealer, ‘ihere good blood can be procured, with every other essential, Mir. Codri ngton, 
one may be sure, is not the man to despise it, and he betrays rather a liking for 
strains of sane reputation; but as he hunts nothing but bitches and breeds nothing, 
this is a matter of camparatively little moment to him. He will often buy several 
couples of hounds without having a notion as to their lineages; but in this, his 
judgment serves him and he very seldan gets anything but a true faxhound, Consi dering 
too, the various sourees from which they come, his hounds are wonderfully level and 
all of one stamp. ‘hat they shall all be able to hunt, race, and Stay, are the 
qualities demanded; and not one of the pack has a defect which Should stop her from 
doing all these things. Of his judgment it is ¢aid that, when a certain dist ing wished 
M.F.H, decided to draft two of his antry as ‘ugly little devils', Mir, Codringt on 
dryly asked whether there were any more of the ‘ugly little devils! about, because 


he would like to take them all, ‘hose two he has in his kennels to this day, and 
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nobody can make them hunt anything but fox, Asoto the hounds, one must be bried, 
Three of the best - Harmony, Friendly and Fortune - now in their seventh season, are 
all from the Hon. Mark Rolle's kennels; the first out of his ‘uthless, by Lord 
Portsmouth's Highness; the second out of hemnant, by his Lordship's Fisherman, Thus, 
on the dam's side they are descended from the Rockwood and Ringwood lines, so mch 
favoured at Stevenstone, The hare=pied Fortune has the peculiarity that, altho gh 
no hound could take more pains to kill a ra than she does, when once he has been 
pulled down, she will not touch him, Favourite and Frantie are both black hounds, 
by Vine Partner out of their Fairmaid,- ‘long, low, lusty', full of liberty, and so 
true that they have never been known to run riot, Peevish, by Mr. Garth's Fairter, 
is quite an old-fashioned foxhounds; and Pashful, by Lord Portsmouth's Bajazet, is 
another good one, From Mr. Luttrell's came three couples of hard-working hounds , 
now in their fifth season. Of the same age if Melody, by Lord Portman's Marouis 

out of his Ladybird, who has a marvellous instinet for finding a close-lying fa, 
Yhe is good-looking too, and of the Foljambe blue colour, so dear to the elder 
Codrington in his ‘/iltshire days. Comely, by Lord Portman's Carver, is equally 
good, though not auite as Straight. Of her, however, Mir. Codrington might say the 
same as did Lord Gifford when told that some hard rider had been making merry over 
the crooked legs of his favourites. 'Not Straight, eh? How does he know whether 
the hounds ate stright or not? He never sees anything but their sterns,! Hopeful, 
by the great Struggler from Lord Radnor's Handmaid ; Fairy, by Lord Portsmouth's 
Farmer; Nachel, by Bissett's Rallywoods; and Songstress, by Sir Watkin Wynn's Selim, 
are all good-looking and shapely ones, in the pride of their hound life, Ringlet, 
by Heythrop Marksman, from Their Runaway, was a great favourite with Captain Mac- 
nagchten, who never failed to affirmy 'Ah, Sure, then it's a fox!' whenever Ringl et's 
tongue was heard, Of those in t)eir first season, the best perhpas are sophy, by the 
Duke of Grafton's Silence; Beauty and (layful, bu the Bicester Samson 3 Cheerful, 

by the celebrated Juorn Alfred, out of Warwickshire Cheerful; hestless, by Warwicke 
shire Salesman; Trinket, by Their Shiner; and Wildftre, of unknown pedigree, the 


two last-named being especially full of foxhound character, Not a very imposing 
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pack = these thirty couples of neat Little ladies, but a very killing one, as all 
will be ready to aver who have seen them at work over the closely-fenced Vale or 
Open Downs," 

The season of 1879-80 opened well, for there was a brilliant muster m 
the occasion of the opening meeting of the Vattistock Hounds under the popular 
Masterhip of Mr, Codrington. ‘he season could have hardly been more successfully 
inaugurated, for the weather was delight fully Seasonable, the 'spotted darlings! 


were in the best of form, and the square fronting the Artillery Barracks presert ed 


a lively and picturescaue Sight as the Sportsmen prepared for the start. The Officers 
of the Artillery displaved their usual liberality entertaining the vistors at 
luncheon in relays, The start was effected about eleven o'clock, and among thase 
who followed hounds to their first draw at Bradford Peverell were Lord Digby and 
Many others who are regular members of the Hunt as well «ss visitors from the neigh— 
bouring countries, Several coverts were drawn blank, but the E0rses produced a brace 
of cubs, one of which was quickly killed. Nor did the other afford much better sport 
for after a oft scurry he too went to swell the tally. The Monument was next tried, 
but though there was no lack of foxes there little ecauld be done with them, owing 
to the cold misty rain which set in which seemed to preclude good scenting Conditions, 
Nearly all the neighbouring hunting men out, nor was the fair sex unrepresented, for 
there were a goodly number of Jadies in the Field, Hounds had a very good day from 
Sydling Poor Iots on Monday, and the prospect of a brilliant season seemed certain, 
The Cattistock Hounds met on Tuesday, November 25th at uartinstown, mda 
goodly number of hunting men, including several officers from the Jorchester and 
veymouth Barracks, were in attendance, "They are always pleasant company," writes a 
correspondent, "and the nice and quiet way they behave in the field could well be 
followed by some who are a continual menace to their Bellow sportsmen. I do no 
wish to mention hames, but the young man on the brown horse who deliberately raie 
slap in the middle of the pack, yelling and whooping in the most discordant way, 
and paying no attention to the quiet yet civil pleading of Joe the huntsman, and 


several of the l'ield to "hold hard", should learn that the proper way to ride to 
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hounds is wide, on one side of them, not in the middle or on their sterns. Should 
he happen to see this letter in your paper, perhaps he might recognise himself. I 
rather think our Master had his eagle eye on him. I fancy he caught it in not quite 
the mildest Havana, But to business, After drawing several outlying gorses blank, 
they trotten on to Ashton Gorse, where, though they did not find, yet a fox was 
holloaed away from an adjoining field, They settled to his line quickly and rattled 
him to Blackdayn almost in view, where luckily for him, another fox jumped up out of 
the heather before them, and catching sight of him, they rattled him along, close 
by the Hardy Monument, down over the hill and away over the open to Portisham, which 
he kept on his left and set his mask straight over a fine galloping country with 
easy fences to Ashley Coppice, through the higher end of which they dusted him along, 
and we viewed him just in front of them, with his back like a cricket=ball; but a 
holloa from an eager sportsman told him also that he Was seen, and like the game 
'un he was he whisked his brush and jumped a good five foot wall out of the coppiee 
and was away over the open again toward Puncknowle Wood, Where he tried all he 
knew to shake off his ruthless pursuers; but the blood thirsty little bitches wre 
not to be denied, and hunting him fairly through the wood they pulled him dam in 
an old gravel pit by the roadside in the parish of Bexington, within 200 yards of 
the sea, thus ending a real good gallop, straight and fast. The time was 45 minutes, 
1@ afterwards drew Foxholes, where there was a brace of fozes, one of 
which went away like a good one, but as so often happens hounds were engaged with 
another, whom no amount of persuasion could induce to face the open, and as it was 
then past three o'clock the Master gave the order to leave him for another day, 
Jednesday the 26th found hounds at Sutton Bingham on the Somerset side of the 
country, where a small but select field assembled, amongst whom we were glad to 
welcome that good sportsman Lord Howth, and trust the he is none the worse for an 
ugly cropper over a stiff post-and rail fence, After partaking of the good things 
so liberally provided by the Sporting iector, we trotted on to Coker Wood where a 
brace of faxes was quickly afoot. Hounds soon settled to one of them, and in m 


time they sent him flying over the bottom and brook to Closworth Village which he 


Briars Wood, But the 
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pace was either too hot for him or his heart failed him, for he turned down wind 

leaving lelbury Village just on his left, but kept on to nalstock village where he 

ran into a farmhouse by the back door and jumped out of the perlour window on the 

other side, through the orchards and Cottage gardens, But the bitches were close 

on his track and ran him in view into a rabbit-hole close by, where with one Bb 

from a friendly Spade they pulled him out themselves, and ate the fox they so 
. 

richly deserved, for they were neve helped, cast, or hollosed in any way; the time | 

Was one hour and five minutes, After this we trotted on to ren="ood, which because 


of its size takes a good deal of drawing, and it was not till they got to the far 


end, called I think, Marsh Coppice, that they found a fainthearted gertleman, vho 


—_—_—_—___— 


ran several short rings and was reluctant to leave his hime. But go he had toor 

die, and luckily for us he chose the a and gave us a gallop over the vale and 
across to the Somersetshire Holts, a chain of woods through which hounds hunted | 
and turned with him like a swarmof bees, over the turnpike road above South Perrott, | 
when he bore up to the right and they rolled him over in Chaddington Park, at the | 

end of one hour and ten minutes, 

"This was essentially a hounds day for in neither of the runs were they | 
ever touched, nor do I think that Joe even took his horn out of its C@SE. avery | 
hound was up and the finish of this tiring day, which reflects the greatest credit | 

| 
on Joe's kennel management, and I'm quite sure also that of our worthy liaster, who | 
I suspect allows few mornings to pass without being in the kennel with his tvausien 

This excellent account of what must have been a very good hunt was i 
written for the Dorset County Chronicle by a correspondent who Signs him (or her ) | 
self, “Bashful", but whose identity I have been unable to discover. uention of "Joe". i 

i 
who, since he had a harn, was evidently hunting hounds, leads me to think that br, | 
Codrington had ceased to hunt hounds himself and had turned them ever to a pro- 

fessional, whom I judge to be Joe Sorrell, who remained in the Cattistock pack for 
many seasons, 


There was a Hunt Ball that year, held in Dorchester on the evening of 


Januery 8th, under the management, of a Committee choeen from the four Hunts which 
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hunted the County ~ the Blackmore Vale, the vattistock, the Hast Dorset (Lord Fortmants) 


and the South Dorset (Mr. Radelyffe's), 
The season of 1881-82 was ir. Codrington's last. At a General Meeting of | 
the Cattistock Hunt, held in Jorchester on Tuesday, October 18th, Lord Digby, who 


| 


wes in the Chair, announced that he had to tell them with great regret of lr, 
Codrington's resignation, to take effect at the end of the season, The Master, he 
Said, had shown them excellent sport but he had found that is was absolutely essential 
that he rutrn to Australia = this tim » he feared, for good; and he felt that he 
would be glad to have the wishes of the meeting towards the provision of a new Master, 
as vell as their expressed regret at lir. Codrington's resignation} | 

This does not seem to me the place to go into the business which followed, 
and I have mentioned this meeting merely because of its chronological sequence, ] 
have always felt that it was most courteous of the Master to have given notice at | 
Such an early date. The cubhunting season was a brilliant one, aS can be seen by | 
the accounts published on October 13th, 1881, | 

“Hounds have been out six times and have killed 53 bface of foxes - not a | 
bad beginning for the season of 1881-82. Cubs are everywhere plentiful and excellent | 
Sport is in prospect for al] those who hunt with these hounds, 

"On Friday last, September card, the meet was at the residence of Mr, 
Bicknell of Little Toller, a ride of about eight miles from Dorchester through the 
beautifuh Park at Frampton, the residence of one with whom, unfortunately, foxhunting 
is not 'the thing to be desired,! Passing on by the open Woods beyond, we come out 
on the hill above Little Toller. The coverts near the house did not produce any 
cubs, nor did the keeper speak very hopefully of our finding a litter in u@st Woods, 
Nevertheless, the Master gave Joe Sorrell orders to proceed thither, and right wel] 
it was drawn, the hounds quartering every inch of it; but no fax was there, Then 
back over the hill to dynford \iood was the next move, ‘his is a beautiful cove rt 


lying partly on the side of a hill and partly in the valley below, ere, those 


acquainted with the locality made certain we should find - Some said only an old fax 


would be there and not a littar of cubs; but all proved wrong, and not a fox moved, 
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2l couples of hounds were out, and of course anongst them some of the Young Entry, 
who raised our hopes once or twice by speaking on the line of a hare. The order was 
then given to go to vynholes, and the owner was heard to say that he would bet +1, 000 
to a shilling he could show us some foxes there, 4 right good sort is this owmer of 
‘ynholes = never does he allow his coverts to be disturbed by shooting parties for 
fear his numerous faxes would be driven away, On one occasion, a friend or two ! 
asking permission to shoot, as there were several] pheasants in the spinneys, he 
perempt orily refused, saving that he kept pheasants for his foxes, not for the guns | 
and no gun should ever come into his woods, 4 man like this is worth more t han | 
his weight in diamonds in a hunting country, and goes far to amend the harm dame by 
a large landowner not 100 miles fron him, who loveth not the foxhound, nor the otter- 
hound either, if all reports are true, But to hark back to our day. Hounds had 
not been thrown into ijynholes five minutes before same of them began to speak; and 
shortly it was evident that several foxes were afoot. The pack divided, and fxes | 
were viewed in different parts of the covert, the lower end of which is extremely 
thick, and it is with difficulty that hounds ean work thraigh it. Soon a holloa was 
. 
heard at the top and a fox was viewed away over the hills in the direction of aynford, | 
Another fax broke shortly, almost in the Same direction, These, to all appearances, | 
were old faxes, and as several cubs were still in the covert, houndsiwere stopped, 
after driving one cub up and down Bor same time, they forced him to break at the ti 
lower corner, and he want away up the hill, through a fir plantation, and out across 
a tumip field above, Some delay was caused for the reason that there were two } 
lines in the covert, the hounds being divided, correll, however, got them out of | 
covert and onto the line as soon as possible, and away they streamed over the hill- 
top. Bending slightly to the left, they went into a covert in a valley beyond; but | 
they did not hang there a moment, but corssed the bottom, where a drain gave a bad i 
fall to one sportsman, who was Seriously injured by his horse rolling on him. On 
top of the next hill, hounds turned to the right and went at a fair pace over the 
gross for \iest Compton; then bore to the right over the lerge grass fields on the 


hill top, on one of which a small colt, not a year old, proved that he came of 


hunting stock by goind boldly at a very stiff stile, and Coming a complete 
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somersault, heels over head. this did not deter the plucky youngster from again 


going at the stile to re joing his dam, this time clearing it in fine form with his 


& 
fore legs, but getting hung up with his hind ones, le struggled clear however, not 
much the worse for his first attempt at timber Jumping. Just below this point our 
cub took refuge in a rabbit—hole in a bank, which, proving to be only a small place, 
Spades were brought, and in a few minutes he was ejected and speedily broken up. A 
move was then made across the ad joining meadows to the bp plantation, through which 


our cub had just run after leaving ivnholes. here, in less than five minutes, 


7 


another cub broke away, taking almost the same line was the first one, Unfortmately, 


only a few couples of hounds got on his line, their Huntsman not being with them, 
and after a short spin of a mile or so, they checked, and were then stopped and 
taken back to the body of the pack, and it was decided not to do anything more that 
dav. As we rode home, we viewed the second cub croSSing a large grass field, réarly 
beat. A couple of hounds would have killed him at once, as he could scarcely gallop. 
The prospects of sport in the vattistock country are excellent, the coverts for the 
most part being well stocked with cubs, !! 
‘Snaffle", in the County ventlemen, writing of luesday, Sept. </th, saids= 

‘The hounds met at Buckland ipers at ten o'clock; After a few minutes grace, ithe 
liaster gave orders to draw a small covert and some withy-beds not far distant from 
the church, these were tried unsuccessTuily as were also several smali spinneys in 
the vicinity. «after drawing for about an hour, a fax was found ina hedge-row, but 
uniortunately he was chopped. ‘This proved to be a very old fax. Another was soon 
found, who went away Straight for Buckland ood, and as the wwner did not wish his 
pheasants to be disturbed, hounds were Stopped. Then further up the Waddon Vale, 
we tried same more withy-beds, and here two cubs were soon afoot, one breaking : 
away over a pretty grass vale, He ran past Clover admost to iblwell rarm, intoa 

small but very thick Spinney, where he hing for a considerable time. Here it 


appeared there was more than one fox, and after a little while, our hunted cub broke 


back over almost the same line he had came, and then turned to the left and headed 


a ¢ hie i 


. ~e 
LP . iiS 


— 
7 


sect } BODE. are ows ogedi iy 


7 


% q 
6 


ilo ot ia 


Pr’, 
pil 7 


up the hill, passing through a withy-bed below vaddon, For a considerable time 
hounds hunted this eub through the matted undergrowth dribing him backwards and 
forwards from one end to the other, At lasthhe stole away unperceived, one hound 
only following the line. As he was viewed going up the hill, Sorrell laid the pack 
on the line Quickly, and they went at & good pace over the hill and down the valley 
opposite and out into the open country above Portisham. In the bracken there seem 
to be very little scent - or no scent at all in places - and hounds with diffic ulty i 
picked out the line past the Monument, where there was another checks; and then they 
worked it slowly on to Winterbourne, where all scent failed and nothing more was done," 
A description of an excellent hunt, by a correspondent Signing himself | 


mr 


"Antler", - an odd name for a foxhunt ing correspondent — was oublished in the local 
paper of December 8th, "These hounds met at Winterbourne. Just as we reached the | 
lodge, down came a tremendous storm, after which hounds were trotted through the 
Long Plantation of Littlebredy towards the Monument, where at the gateway, our Master 
halted and sent on the Whipper=in to a large party, with gus, dogs, &c., to see 


what their 'little game' was, no doubt thinking he was about to be boycotted, It 


turned out ail right, however, - it was aprty Caéy-shooting. Near the \.onumezit 

our first fox jumped up and was nearly nabbed by the leadine hounds. He managed to 
get over this difficulty by slipping through a gravel~pit, on to Mr, W. Manfield's | 
fox covert, through which he dashed like lightning over Brancambe Hill and straight 
away for Steepleton. Here another uninvited storm saved his life, for nothing more | 
could be done, although hounds tried very hard to follow his line, frotted back to 
Mr. Manfield's Gorse, which never fails to hold a fox - and a good one, here is 


a pattern of an Englishman and Sportsman, who never hunts but always shows plenty 


erenenetnntatee ate 


of foxes, Hunting men should fill a bumper and drink his health! We found our 

second fox in his covert; he tried a little Skirting ot the Cast, but turned back 

to make his point for Littlebredy Long Plantation; here he twisted to the right, down 
by the back of Winterbourne, and up over the hill, setting his mask Straight fa the . 
famous Homer's Gorse = of which little how remains = and was pulled down by the 


gallant pack just before caching his goal, lime:= 26 minutes Without a Check, A 


very good Field out and everyone went right well, ANTLER," 
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I can find no account of outstanding runs during Mr. Codrington's last 
season; but a letter from a correspondent = apparently 'Plantagenet" of The Field - 
fives a sort of Summary of the seasons; together with a description of the closing 
day, which, it seems to me, is a fitting ending to the account of ir. Codrington's | 


With the Cattistock Hounds to Finish the 2e¢ason - Apr. 19th.1882 


enemas 


"The heading of my Letter may seem to indicate that i was present at the 
actual concluding day of the Cattistock, but I believe they will have a bye day or 
two before the end of the season. iran a pers onal point of view it was the finish | 
of a hunting year during which I have met hounds on no less than 102 occasions, a 
total far in excess of any numper of days hunting in any one season during the | 
twenty years or so in which T have enjoyed the finest sport in the world in many of : 
the counties of southern ingland. Accepting the invitation of my good friend, Mr, 
John Codrington, Master of the Cattistock Hounds, I availed myself of the chance of 
seeing this pack in the field, near the kennels at 4vershot, and after an early 
turnout, and a couple of hours railway journeying, reached my destination to find 


a hack awaiting me at the station. A trot of a mileoor SO, brought me to the Compact 


little hunting bea where Mr, Codrington has, close at hand, his stables and t he 
kennels, that contain as Sporting a lot of hounds as need bewished for, and with | 
which he shows snort of a first class character, and hasdéne for sane ten years past, I 

"Hunting bitches only, the two packs that do the work of the season 
comprise 344 couples of carefully sé@hected drafts from all the noted packs round | 
him, and few men can boast of more kennel-lore, or a better eye for the points and | 
breeding of a foxhound, as the performances of the Cattistock ladies in the field 
prove beyond all dispute, Having in Joe Sorrell a huntsman who, whilst he leaves i 
his hounds to themselves, is still always ready te assist them when in difficulties, il 
and possessing the services of a whipper=in who has been a& faithful snd true servant 
to lr. Codrington for many years past, that gentleman has the. sibdethetaes of seeing 


his faxes fairly hunted and brought to hand in a manner that speaks volumes for the 


way in which the silent system can be carried out, and the absence of the now too 
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common rating and bustling of hounds is conspicuous under his firm and quiet rule, 
The fact that Al brace of faxes have béen accounted for this seasan, speaks for 
itself; and general regret appears to exist in the country that the present Waster 
relinquishes the horn at the end of the season, Lord Guilford, a well-known Sportsman | 
and rider to hounds succeeds to the post, and it is to be hoped the prestige of the | 
Cattistock will not suffer under his management. To turn to the doings of the day, 
breakfast at an end (and when does a cut from a home-fed and home=cured ham come so 
selcome as after an carly journey by rail), a glance round the premises and a peep 

at the stud, and many a look upwards at the lowering sky which brings the fog in view | 
on the horizon, the dense mist coming up from the sea in thick Masses, causing my 


host to fear that hunting will be impossible on the hills that will form our scene 


Sc 


of action, brings eleven o'clock on us and the horses are at the door, Mountirg the 


neat bay mare that is to be my mount, I follow the Master to the kennels, where 


Sorrell and his whipper-in are ready for the 174 couple of hounds that form the pack | 
| 
for the day, The kennel door opened, an eager rush surrounds us with the crowd of 


eager little ladies, and I note that » hotwithstanding a most severe seasons's work, 


they are in blooming cnndition and as keen as mustard, as they file off at the heels 


of the Huntsman's horse, A short trot of sane two miles brings us to the meet at 

Frome St. Quintin, where we nanse before the house of that good old Sportsman, lir, | 
Chaffey, who has a cordial welcome for all comers » end d spenses his hospitality to 

some forty sportsmen who have come to meet us. Down from above comes the fog, thicker 
and thicker, and it is with grave doubts as to the wisdom of throwing off at all 

that Mr. Codrington at length gives the order to try sane coverts in the bottan.,. On 
Batemmbe Moor, after trying a few little woods en route, we find the desired article, 
and a holloa at the upper end brings us on the line, the bitches setting to it with {| 
a will that proves that there is a scent without a doubt = and a good one to boot, 
Up to the high ground they run merrily, and we have to put our best foot foremost to 


keep within hail of them, and the canopy of fog receives us in its embrace as we 


gallop onwards, A wide ring brings us after a lengthy check to Batemmbe Moore but 


the difficulties of keeping near hounds terminate in our having to give him ube A 
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trot of a mile or so brings us to a point dowmhill where, all of a sudden, hounds 
begin to rw like fury, some three couple hitting it off the right way, and the 
rest of the pack taking the heel line into the bottoms. A steep hill to climb 

brings us once more onto the high ground above avershot, and a sharp gallop in the 
fog ensues, the majority of the pack and the luntsman not reaching the leading hounds 
till they checked near a barns; and here, in the mist, they divided agein, and we took 
a wide sweep round, only to find that we were utterly at fault, a lucky helf-dozen 

of the Field probably being with the rest of the pack, nearing that the hounds had 
been seen running hard towards the Sampford Wood, we betook ourselves to that covert, 
a woodland that clothes the sides of a steep gully. The fog lifting a little mw 
gave us a good view of the Surroundings, but no signs of what we wished to see, bein g 
on the far side of the valley, wet and disconsolate, I decided to trot on @ couple 

of miles to Evershot Station inn, and with just time to change my things and have a 
cup of coffee, I caught the 3:55 train, and picking up my hack at seéstbury, reached 
home about six o'clock, In other ways a most pleasant day, my enjoyment was marred 
by the unlucky sea-fog Which, though unusual so late in the season, is a sore trial 
on the hills, lir. Codrigton told me, sometimes putting a stop to hunt ing entirely, 

as indeed it nearly did today, The view of the lovely country that stretches away 
eastward to join the Blackmore Vale would alone repay a visit to the hills that run 
from this neighbourhood to the seas; but this was denied me. a great feature of the 
Cattistock country that perticularly struck me was the cordiality that exists between 
all classes of sportsmen, from the Master don wards, welcaning kindly a stranger 
amongst them, and possessing in common a keen love of the grand sport of foxhunting 
that promises well for the future of the Hunt. With best wishes for the success 

of the Cattistock iounds, and the hope that it may be my luck to see them again in 
the field next season, I must close my Sanewhat lengthy enistle, eS Me 

P.S,. = 1 have since heard that the part of the pack we lost Sight of had a very 


fast 40 minutes, killing their fox after runiing over the best of the Vale court ry, 
with only one horseman with them," 


This is thellast notice I can find of the Cattistock under the Masters hip 


of lr. Codrington = the last motice I ean find of ir. Codrington himself, i know 
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that he went, with his family, back to his estate in australia, and that he stayed 
there until his death in 1898, 

In writing this History of the Cattistock Hunt, nothing has interested me 
more than the stary of that period in which its fortunes were controlled by Jom 
Codrington, For twelve years,- if one may except the short interval in which Captain 
MacNaghten was liaster,— the policy of kennel management was ruled over by a man whose 
methods were utterly different from those of any other successful Master of whan I 
have known or read. He pred nothing and, as we have seen, maintained the excellence 
of his pack wholly by hounds drafted from outside packs, J know of no man of modern 
times, (with the possible exception of isaac Bell, during a short time when he first 
took over the South and west Wilts) who followed this procedure, and it is interest— 
ing to note that the Sport he furnished compares Yavourably with that furnished by 
any previous Master of the Cattistock, 

and now let us hark back to that October day in 1881 to which I have already 

referred, that day of the General Meeting of the Cattist ock Hunt which was called by 
lord Digby to emsider what steps should be taken regarding the arrangements for 
the following season, Rumour had of course been rife and the announcement of kr, 
Codrington's resignation did not Came as a surprise to most of those who were present , 

but its official cofirmation was nevertheless something of a shock. Lord Digby, who 
was in the Chair, called for an expression of thanks to Mr. Codrington for the very 
efficient way in which he had hunted the country for the past nine years, and the 
latter who was present, replied in a few brief words expressing his best thanks to 
all assembled, and to owners of the coverts for their g00d preservation of faxes 
and the uniform courtesy he had received fran everyone during his residence in the 
country. 

and then Lord Digby went on - "Gentlemen, I am sure you all understand 
that, having been made aware of Mr, Codrington's impendng resignation, your committee 


has taken steps to provide a possible Successor to hunt the country, J think that 


Mr, Gundry has a few words to Say to you,!! 


nee. 
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Mir. Gundry, in addressing the meeting, stated that he begged to endorse 
every word said by Lord Digby. "No one regrets, gentlemen, more than I the resi gna- 
tion of our present Masters but, becaming aware of it, the Committee felt it thir 
duty to make some sort of provision to fill his place, The Committee received a 
proposal from Lord Guilford and, as a result of that, I went to see him and we had a 
very satisfactory talk. Lord Guilford has proposed to hunt the Cattistock court ry 
from the end of the present season, guaranteeing to hunt it two days a week, am 
give it three days, for £1,000; or to hunt it three days a week, and give it far 
days, for £1,500; Lord Guilford to hunt hounds himself and to have full control of 
all kennel Management, including the drafting of hounds, I ought to add, gentlemen, " 
he went on, " that Lord Guilford has had a great deal of experience in the Hast Kert 

country, where he was Master for nine years, and on his resignation, received a 
nandsane testimonial from the farmers of that country, ! 

Some discussion followed, and the question was raised as to whether the 
new Master would hunt the same coverts as those which Lr. Codrington had hunted, Mr. 
Tilliams mentioned that the permission to hunt the Glanvilles Wootton side of the 
country had been given to Lr. Codrington personally, but that he trusted and bel ieved 
that it would be continued to his successor, lir. H. B. Middleton mentioned that it 
would be difficult to callect subscriptions and proposed that the Committee be 
increased: which was agreed to, Mr. Gundry, Captain Sutton, Mr, aéston, and also 
Captain loster and Nr. Austin, each promised 450. ir. Middleton finally brought 
matters to a head bv proposing that Lord Guilford's offer to hunt the Cattistock 
country two davs a week, and to give it a third, be accepted; provided the required 
41,000 could be obtained. This motion was carried, lr. Middleton then proposed 
that an endeavour be made to increase the subscriptions, in order to give Lord 
Guilford a definite answer as soon ag possible. This also was Carried; and the 


Chairman requested the Secretary to write to the various subscribers to know if they 


would increase their subscriptions, 


- —— 


i5l1. 
CHAPTER BI( GHT 


The result of this meeting was evidently Satisfactory; Tor on December 6th, 
1881, a notice appeared in the local paper, stating that the negotiations which had 
been taking place between the Committee of the Cattistock Hunt and the Har] of 
Guilford had resulted in his Lordship's acceptance of the Lastership of the Lattistock, 
| 


at the close of the present season. Dudley Francis North, seventh Harl of Guilford, 


was born on the l&th of July, 1851, and succeeded to the title and the family estates | 


on the death of his grandfather, the sixth “arl, twenty years iater. His lordship | 
; 
was educated at Eton and appointed a cornet of the Blues in Decenber, 1868; and 


after having been gazetted to a Lieutenant in 1870, he retired from active service 
in 1871 and was married to a Sister of Sir George Chetwynd, of Grenden. On taking } 
over the Hast Kent Hounds he found the country rather bare of foxes, but having { 


undertaken the hastership, he stopped at nothing to make the country a good one; and 


ee 
: . 


during his last season he had not a Single blank day = which spoke volumes for the 
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influence 1 able to exercise as regards the preservation of foxes in his | 
country, . 
In his "Hunting and oport ing Reminiscences", edited by J. Fairfax- . 


Blakeborough, iir. H. W. Selby-Lowndes says:= " The late “arl of Guilford took over 


the sast Kent in 1871 and hunted the country for nine years in the most javish style, 


and at his own expense. He built new kennels and Stables at his home in ialdershare | 
Park, at 4 cost of some thing like 820, O00; and everyting else in connection wilth his | 
hunting establishment was pro rata. On first taking the Mastership, he had Ben i 
Painting, from the Fife, as Huntsman, and George Cox, who later went to the Karl of | 
Kelinton, to turn hounds to him. These men remained with him for four seasons, and 
then he took the horn himself, with John Hills from the Fitzwilliam, as First i 


Whipper-in, and Bob Pryor as Second hipper—in; Showing excellent sport. He rode i 


the very best of cattle in those pre-wire days, and went as Straight as an arrow, 


~ 


He was much beloved by the farmers, (the landlords of the countr ry being of little | 


: ~ 


or no support to him) who presented him with a handsome testimonial when he retired 


from the Mastership," 


lord Guilford had lent his hounds to Mr, Mackenzie, who had succeeded him 
at the jast. Kent, and although I have no confirmation of it, I think the hounds with 
which he hunted the Cattistock country were made up from 25 couples which he bought 
from Mr. Codrington, supplemented with drafts from the kennel of the late Juke of 
Grafton, and also fram the pack of lr. Froude Bellew who had recently given up the 
Julverton country. His Lordship undertook to hunt the country twice a week, with 
Beavan acting as iis Kennel Huntsman and turning hounds to him. The kennels at 


first were at Cattistock Lodge, which was rented by Lord Guilford, but iater, when the 


—————— aa 


Master moved to Sydling Court, the entire establishment was located there, The Field, | 
. ” LL 


in speaking of the new Master, says:= 

"The Cattistock hounds, with their new and noble Laster, the Harl of Guilford 
who carried the horn, - and right well does he know how to use it ,- with two very 
active, smart, Jhippvers—in to turn them to him - have had some Capital cubhunting, 
with plenty of cubs, and since he began regular hunting, has had sane capital Sort, 
and I hope soon to be able to see more of them and chronicle some good runs. There 
is no mistake, the noble Master means hunting and no coffee-housing, as I have 
noticed the few times I have been out. I also noticed some very good-looking hmnters 
ridden by yeomen, with these hounds; but was told that there were too many crabs 
about now, riding dreadful crocks themselves, to sell a horse really well and worth 
his value, I retorted that a fellow would have been executed at the nearest tree if 
he dared to crab a snortsman's horse, in Mr. Farquharson's time, 'th', said two or 
three of these young Sporting men, 'there were no Irish about then,! 

"Friday, December lst, broke about as unpromising for hunting as wel] 
could be. The sky was of the now familiar pewter colour, and the rain camé down ina 
steady downpour that looked like iasting. The Cattistock met at Glanvilles Wootton 
best part of their country - so most of the Sherborne division put in an 
appearance. iord Guilford, the Laster, is evidently fond of seeing what he can do 


under somewhat unfavourable Circumstances. All the hunting world knows how hard he 


worked to show high-class sport in the not over-sporting country of the Nast Kent, 


j 
; 


: 
if 


and, no matter how good the present and future asters of that pack may be, it is 


10 disparagement to them to say that the Hast Kent people made a grand mistake in 


not straining a point to keep lord Guilford in that country, nowever, it is with 
Jorsetshire and not with Kent, that we have to do. the Cattistock is not, as a 
Whole, a very pleasant country. In sane parts, where it abuts upon the 5lackmoor | 


Vale, it is all that could be desired; but the nearer you approach weymouth the | 


worse it grows, both for riding and scent. On triday, Mr. Dale's coverts were first | 

, 
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visited and a fox was soon found, but, alas! there was not a scrap of scent in covert, © 
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mounds could hardly run a yard, So - after hunting in a ring, the aster, who carries 

| 

the horn himself, had to confess himself beaten, ‘hen, several small plantatims , 

f 

yielding no returns, hopes rose when a move Was made for Chandlerts Coppice, and we 


Were rewarded. A fox was soon afoot, and after being hustled in covert, went away 


pretty straight for high Wood = this gentleman being one of a fa mily we expected to 
, . =) i > 


find in the last-named place, previously to drawing Chandler's Coppice. From High 


‘ood the fox took us to baddlemarsh; then back to High Wood again. Thence we vent | 
to what a native called and what may be phonetically Spelt as 'Braw Vallas', "How 
do you spell it?! T asked, 'Blest if I know,' was his reply, 'we always calls it 
'Braw Dallas!, It is not, however, of much moment; for those who know the country | 
| 


may recognise the spot: while for those who are ignorant of it, the above version 


4 


Will do. iootton ood was his point, and we recognised lr, 


9 
at 
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'S covert once again, 

~ _ ® ; ~ : ; | 

cn nad improved since the morning ~ began to fail, and after dragging | 

slowly hr ungeon, our fox was Lost near Ga: Sst le Hill, after a very fair gallop of 

; 

: iia agus —— ~ 

‘is hour, same of it being decidedly fast," THE Pt itd) » . 

| 
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‘Ht CATTISTOCK FOXHOU Use "AS I seldom see + © Goings of this Capital i 

pack and its noble and Sporting Laster chronicled in your paper, i send you a short | 
account of a good day's sport with him, on triday, lovember a3rd (1862). The 


fixture was veaborough, the residence of that Staunch f ax preserver, ir. Stevens who, 


though he no longer hunts himself, always nas a good fax in one of his coverts for 


the Cattistoeck, At the meet were present Mr. G, Langdon, haster of that Smart Little 


pack, the Seavington Harriers, Mr. R, Langdon, Dr. Mules, Mir, Rodd,("Dorsetshire"), 


Mr. Moray crown, two sporting parsons - the nev. Mr. Brown and the Rev. Mr. lvorw ood, 
r. Martin Comber, tieN.e, and a host of farmers and tenants and fox preservers in the 
country. Justice having been done to ‘ir, Stevens's good cheer, which he always 


w" 4 ol arin ¥ = . + gn, whe ‘a | Pa. om + “ a Pal — vare eT ~ € ~ La oo ak ; 
brovices when nounas meet at OiS place a2 MOoVe Was mA: es ana nounds were first run 


through two or three small Spinneys, and then taken on to reckmore - a sure fir. 
Hounds had not been in covert but a few minutes, when a dark, long-legged oustmer 
broke at the higher end and went away over the plough towards ienley Copse, where 
there is a strong head of earths. ihe Master viewed him away, as did most of the 
Field: but, as hounds seemed busy in covert with another fox, no notice was taken of 
is departure, and I was glad to notice thet Lord Guilford has his field in such good 
order that no one dreamt of holloaing this fox away. lhis is as it-should be; and 
Some Hunts not a hundredmiles away might take a leaf out of the Vattistock book on 


this score, 


"Veanwhile, hounds were busy in covert number two, and after dusting round 


oO 
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it two or three times, he at last broke at the lower end and went aWay over the grass 
towards ceaborough, After going about three fields, he was unluclily headed and 
bent to the left towards Mosterton, Turning again, however, he sank the hill and 
retraced his stens towards Henley Copse, by Combe Farm. Here, however, hounds Caught 
@ view and coursed him throuch an orchard. Then a sharp turns; fox and hounds are 
seen clambering over a low cowshed and disappear over the top, and soon there is a 
confused struggling heap in the farmyard, and the 'little red rover' is a hundred 
tatters of brown, He was an enormously fat fox, and this accounted for his running 
so badly, for the timekeepers could only make it twenty-five minutes and, with such 
a catchy scent as we had in the morning, he should have done better, 

After the usual obsequies had been performed, it was determined to try and 
find the first fox that had cone away in the morn: nge Henley Copse and Rocks Batch 


were first tried, but without a Sign of a line, Hounds were then caken to one of 


Mr, Tanner's coverts, near the Crewkerne road, and thrown into it. The pack were 


nearly out of it without a whimper when one hound spoke, and presently away wert our 


friend of the morning, with a defiant whisk of his well-tagzed brush. lost of the 
Field were on top of Salt Lane Hill, from whence we had an admirable view for a few 
minutes till the fox turned up the hill towards uS. Hunning parallel with the Crewkerne 
road towards the tunnel for a few fields, our fox then turned towards Henley Copse, 
and we enjoved a pretty sight here - the fox stealing along same four fields ahead of 
the pack, which was racing with a breast-high scent, while close alter them cane the 
noble Master and Jim, the First Nhipper=in, alone in their glory, taking everything 
as it came, and stiff and trappy must be the place that turns either of them from 
hounds, ‘jhen hounds got to Henley Lopse, we more prudent people joined them, md 
away we went past Combe Farm. Some two fields beyond this the fox was coursed by a 
sheepdog, so his Lordship caught hold of them and held them on over the lane which 
runs between Misterton and Seaborough, when they took to running like wildfire, Over 


the hill, as if pointing for Cheddingt on, they raced; then to the right and through 


a little spinney, where he didn't hang a second, and across the road and over 
boasterton Down, past Axeford and over the River Axe - which most of us sot over 
somehow = then over a strongly-fenced country, all big doubles, towards Little Windsor, 
Turning to his right, however, he made for a friendly drain near Norton Hill Covert; | 
but within two fields of Swillett's Wood, hounds got up to him in a field of rwts | 
ana coursed him. He managed, however, to save his brush for a moment or two, just | 
getting into a double bank, along which he ran for about a hundred yards, when out he 
jumped into a lurge grass field, and hounds getting a view, raced into him and rolled 


him over in the open, Time:= thirty-four minutes without a check, Those who actually | 
: 


i 
saw the finish might be counted on one's fingers, and it would not do to individual- | 
y 


ize. Horses and hounds had now had about enough, so home was the word, | 
‘ 
{ 
uThese hounds have been finding capital Sport, and have accounted for a 


4 


‘ 
‘ 


goodly number of faxes, with which the countrv is well Stocked, Scent on the whole 


, 


been fair so far this season, ROYSTERER," 


has 


Speaking of Lord Guilford, Mr, Henry Jampney of Closworth writes:- 
“Lord Guilford altered the conditions of the Hunt altogether, He turned it into ea 
first-class Hunt and the followers and members increased enormously, his horses 
were the best ever seen in this district. he used to Say that he would not keep a 
horse that couldn't gallop up a two-mile hill and jump a wall at the top, without 
Stopping. His “hipper=in's horses were cuite as good, he used to ride straight 
across country and his ihippers=in had to follow. He once juaped the iron Fark rails 
at Frampton, The Whippers-in hesitated, but thev knew they had to follow; only one i 
of the Field ventured to follow," 

"Late in November, the meet of this pack on the 27th was at Wrackleford 


nouse, near Dorchester, where lr. Austin dispensed liberal hospitality to a large 


a ee 


party, consisting of about a hundred, Among the company =- after an absence of 

eleven vears ~ was Lord Poltimore, for thirteen years the liaster of the Cattistock f 
Hounds. The Master, Lord Guilford was present, as were also the Countess of Guilford, | 
Lord Digby, Mr. and lirs. Gundry, ilajor-—General Henning, C.B.e, many officers of the | 
toyal Horse Artillery, from the Dorchester Barracks, and a host of the regular 


members and subseribers of the Hunt," 


) 


General Meeting of the oubscribers to the Lattistock Hunt was held at 
the King's arms hotel, on Saturday .fternoon, April 14th, Mr. J.F.F.Gundrv was 


voted to the Chair, There was a fairly large assembly of members and subscribe rs 


to the Hunt present, The Chairman, in acknowledging the compliment paid him by | 


electing him as Chairman, said he was alwavs proud to occupy this position and i 


especially on any occasion connected with hunting, Thev had one source of regret 


: . 
that day, and he should not think of passing it over without mention - namely, the | 
absence of one whom they all honoured and respected, their noble friend, Lord Digby, 

| + et 


| 


who ever since the Cattistock Hunt had been formed as a separate country, had me-= 


. - : . ry . ; . ; . . - | 
sided over their meetines, Unfortunately, owing to his acvanced age, he could not | 


now get about as he used to ado, though they would have been glad to see him there 


that day, The Chairman went on to explain that the meeting was called by their 


worthy Hon. Secretary, from a general desire that had been expressed by different 
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people in the Cattistock country that they should resort to the old custom of 


holding a Hunt Dinner. He thought all would fall is wish the idea, and suggested 
that they should invite Lord Guilfard to dine with them as their guest, He formally 
Proposed that the dinner be held at such time as would suit their guest and seemed 
best to the gentlemen who had the management of it, He thought such a gathering 
would be advantageous to the country, and would enhance that food feeling which now | 
existed among all members of the Hunt. General Henning seconded the resolution, 
which was carried, Major Mount Batten proposed that the dinner should take place in 


the Cattistock country, Dorchester was not in the Hunt, and it would be inconvenient 


; 

_ | . 

for some members, particularly those who lived in the neighbourhood of Crewkerre j 

and Yeovil, and the west end of the country, to have to come there, He sugeeste d 

that the dinner be held at the White Horse Hotel, Maiden Newton, which was in the } 

. 

centre of the country. As another argument against Yorchester, he said the last 

. 

train for Yeovil left at nalf~past seven, Mr, H.B.Middleton remarked that it could | 

not be said that Dorchester was not in the Cattistock countrys; because as a matter 

of fact the boundary ran through the middle of the tom, The Chairman invited an | 

express:on of opinion on Major Batten's Suggestion, and it was apparent that th 

| | | 

+ 

general feeling of the meeting was in favour of the dinner being held at Vorchester, | 

= | 

On motion of Captain Fitzroy, seconded by lir. Devenish, it was resolved to hold the | 

— -* - { ’ | 

gathering on ednesday, May and, at the King's Arms, Dorchester, or convenient to | 

Lord Guilford, The Chairman proposed the following gentlemen on the Committee of | 

menagement, with power to add to their number-- Captain 4 .Williams, Major-General | 

Henning, Capt. Fitzroy, Mir. W.H. eVeston, Lajor Cam oykes, Mr. W. Mayo, Mr. Gale, . 
Mr, stevens and iir. J. Groves. Mr. H.B.Middleton seconded the resolution, which was 


carried unanimously,and the meeting terminated," 


The last day with the Cattistock of the season 1882-83 is thus described 


LX 


by a correspondent := 
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"Not having seen these hounds more than once this scason, until lriday, 

April 20th, I can only say that I hear they have had many a merry spin, Lord Guilford, 
the noble Master, carries the horn himself, and it would be hard to find a keerer or 
better Huntsman, Being early at the meet, which was at the Fox Inn, Plush, I led time | 
to note the arrival of many a new face = those ‘lovers of the hilis! who never put in 
an appearance with the B.V.H. But amongst the Field I noted several well known 

Sportsmen, whose prowess across the Vale is proverbial. some from far away downs in | 
the Vale had also came to see the last day with this pretty little pack of hounds, 
the Dorchester division was well represented - many well known faces across the big 


TT 


bullock fences in the Vale being seen, The red collar of the East Dorset was also 


conspicuous amongst the Field. The sun was scorcening hot as hounds moved off to | 


draw a spinney by Armswell rarm; this was drawn blanks and Alton Coppice was next 


thn 
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tried. Reynard was at home and soon had an inkling that his enemies were near, and | 
raced away to Little Ball, but scent was feeble and he once more returned to his old 


home, with a ring by Bookham; and as the spotted beauties forced him to leave it 


again, and the horsemen raced up to Little Ball, as keen as keen could be, the idea 


a 


seized me thatall Sportsmen have been the victims of many a gall-steeped pen during 
| 

; : Ms 1, = ; . 1 . > e ni 

this fast-fading season, why foxhunting should have Sained the enmity of so many is 


beyond my comprehension, but it has been pelted in the most cruel manner by many an {| 
inky pen lately, Once do away with foxhunting, and all Sportsmen will forsake their 
native land for one where their favourite Sport can be enjoyed in PEACE sees But 
hounds are running through Little Ball to Great Ball in a merry circle, and the | 
noble Huntsman slides down what looked like a precipice in the centre of the covert | 
as if it had been nothing. Hounds are away for Alton Village after rattling "Charlie 


. 

| 

. 

through the covert; but, as I am on wheels today I fear my description of the hint ; 


' 
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will be vague. Hunting on wheels in the hills is an impossibility Owing to the | 
scarcity of roads, and I can only say that I last saw hounds as they swept down the | 
valley and over Liscombe Hill, dashing through the plantation on the top. I hear 


that they had a pretty gallop and killed their fox beyond Voles ASh, after one hour 


and 15 minutes," 


159. 


fhe Dinner referred to previously is thus described in the local paper; 
"The old custom of members of the Cattistock Hunt dining together to celebrate the 
close of the season was revived last /ednesday, when a large, influential, and 
representative assemblage of gentlemen from all parts of the Country partook of 
dinner at the Ling's Arms Hotel, and entertained as their guest the popular MF He, 
the Harl of Guilford, whose connection with bhe Cattistock Hunt has already secured 


for him the respect and esteem of every follower of the hounds in the country. The 
Ri : eo 


idea of re-establishing this annual reunion occurred to many gentlemen of the Runt, 


= 


and the Committee appointed to make the necessary arrangements had no difficulty in 


—- 


ensuring a good attendance. It was hoped that Lord Digby, who has been properly | 
desienated the 'Father of the Hunt', would be able to preside over the dinner, but 
_it was found that other engagements would not permit of his doing so, and a giilar 1 
result attended the Committee's invit ation to the Harl of Ilchester to honour the | 
a ‘amen . — : ol ee | 
company with his presence, In these circumstances the Committee very judiciously . 
reauested that ardent and enthusiastic sportsman and liberal supporter of the Hunt, i 
BPS d<P iF Gundry, of “ydling, to occupy the post of honour, and he kindly cons ented 
to do so, He was supported by the Earl of Guilford, M.F.H., and among the many guests 
were lasters and members of the neighbouring Hunts, as well as many Officers oftthe t 
Navy and the Army, The Band of the ueen's Regiment from Portland played in the | 
vestibule of the hotel. Toasts were drunk to H.M. the Queen and the Royal Family - tf 
the army, Navy, and Reserve Forces - etc, etc. after the usual speeches of congratu- | 
lation on the success of the hunt ing season, the Chairman said he must now ask them 
to fill a bumper to drink 'The health of the Master of the Cattistock Hounds, the | 
| 
“arl of Guilford.' At the commencement of the season Lord Guilford Came amongst them | 
as a stranger, to hunt a country with horses unaccustomed to it, and he had done so | 
in such a manner as to earn the respect and esteem of everyone. They would admit they | 
had never seen a keener or harder Sportsman. lo day had been too long for him and no 4 
weather too severe, and it must be the hardest of frosts and the densest of fogs that 
would stop Lord Guilford from hunting, When many of them were looking forward to 


their mutton chop, hehhad often heard Lord Guilford Say:='Now, ventlemen, what shall 


we draw next?! 
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That had been the line he had Gone upon; his earnest desire had always been, under 
all circumstances, to show every possible sport. They knew he had had to meet with 
disappointments this season, disappointments which few people had had to put up with 
in any country: he had had to encounter pe haps the very worst Scenting season on 


record. lot only had Lord Guilford found it so, but it had been the Same in th Vale, 


as was proved by the speech of Sir Richard Glyn at oherborne, in which he said he had | 


been a Master of Hounds for many years, but never recollected so bad a scerting season 


as the present. Such things as these were very trying to a gentleman like Lord } 
Guilford, who was never so unnappy as when compelled to 5° home without showing his | 


Field good sport. ‘The position of a Master of Fox Hounds was difficult to fill, but i} 
thedifficulty was doubled when, like Lord Guilford, he was both Laster and Huntsman | 


at the same time. Lord Guilford, when out hunting, had nothing but the business of 


the chase on his mind, and the tield were consequently shown good sport. He ha | 
heard a whisper that there were drafts coming into Dorset from the crack packs of | 
sngland: and perhaps, another year, they might drop upon one of old~fashioned | 
| ; | 

Scenting seasons which they remembered SO well in the vattistock country, then, he 
fancied, when his Lordship rode across country it would thkke them all their time to | 
} 

see where he went. This dinner gave them the opportunity they desired of telling | 
i 

Lord Guilford how glad they were he had cane into Dorset; that they hoped he would | 
stop in the Cattistock country, and that no effort of theirs should be wanting to 


make his stay happy and his sport good. He begged the company to show by their 


cheers and the hearty manner in which they received the toast that this was their | 
feeling - as he was sure it was, The Chairman asked the colpany to give one cheer . 


also for the Countess of wilford, saying that no one felt more interest in the 
welfare of the Hunt than did herLadyship. the Harl of wilford was received with 
loud cheers when he rose to respond, ‘te expressed thanks for the very kind way in 
which they had received his health, and for the compliment paid him in inviting him | 
to dine with them that nights; and he took the opportunity of thanking them also for 


] 


the pleasant season he had gsnrent anongst them; for he had grown very fond of the 


country and the people in it, lie hoped with luck to show them a better season next 


ee 


year, He was not a great hand at talking - as perhaps thev might have observed - 

but they cald take allhe Said as it was meant. His lordship then proposed the 
health of 'Owners and Cccupiers of Land and Preservers of Foxes!', He said there 

was not much to be said on this subject for the country was well off for faxes. They 
had hunted 97 days this season and only had two blank days. he returned his best 

thanks for the support he had received everywhere from owners and occupiers of land 

in the Cattistock country and called upon the company to drink their very good health, | 

Sport seems to have been excellent in the following season, despite the 
inconvenience caused by Sorrell's illness, and sane discussion with the B.V.Hunt 
about rights to country, 

"These famous nounds", writes a correspondent, "are giving grand sport this 
season to the numerous sportsmen in the Cattistock country. in fine condition, the 
'beauties' are the very pink of perfection, under the able flanacement of Jim Beavan, 
the 1st shipper-in, who fills the g=p caused by the continued indisposition of the 
Kennell Huntsman, Joe Yorrell. I¢ must be the wish of all that Sorrell may soon be i 
in as good condition as his pets are now; 2k 'varmints!' had to yield their brushes | 
before Christmas; and, weather permitting, as many more will do likewise before the | 


end of the season. Beavan has received from the Countess of Guilford a handsane 


present consisting of a hunt ing watch, in appreciation of the services he has = @) | 
cheerfully and ably rendered. That he may live long to wear the gift is heartily \ 


wished by all whose privilege it is now to hunt with this renowned pack, under the 


Mastership of Lord Guilford, who has won his way to the hearts of all Sportsmen 
: we a r i . 
in the County of Dorset, 
i 
Records of Lord Guilford's following season, 1883-8, seem to have been 
' 
very fews but I have been lucky to have seen the diaries of Mr. 8, Stanhope Rodd , | 
i 


who hunted with the Cattistock a number of times in the Spring of 1885. On Saturday, 
January 2kth, he writes, "Fine most of the time, though there was a little rain at 

intervals, Hunted with the Cattistock Hounds, which met at Halstock Village. Found 
in Glarkham Copse and ran to Melbury. Our fox ran up a tree in welbury Park, which 


saved his life, as we could not cet at him; for he want down inside the trunk, which 


was hollow, A quick rum of fifty-five minutes," 
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‘Now for one of the best runs of the season, Yard Gorse and Copse, from 
which we have seen so many good runs, were deserted by their usual inhabitants; but 
Ho sooner were hounds in a very small spinney close by, than a good fox was viewed 
away from it over the hill to nampisham Plantation; straight through which he vent 
and then on to Kingcanbe Lopse, which he goon left behind him, and crossed the river 
and the stifflv enclosed valley between the two Kingcanbes, to Red Hone and jither- | 
stone Marsh, He now turned towards Hook Park, which he disdained to enter, and 
boldly made for the more than undulating Powerstock country, which, luckily for the 
horses, he failed to reach, and was bowled over in a pound at South Poorton. Time: 
thirty-five minutes at racing pace, without a check," | H 

Although Mr. Rodd lived at same distance frou many of the Cattistock meets | 
his energy seems to have been unbounded, and he thought nothing of making long | 
journeys in search of the sport he loved so well. in his diary for saturday, March 
28th, 1885, he writes:={ | 

"A lovely spring day. I hunted with the vattistock Hounds, which met at 
Beaminster Old Toll Bar. \ie found our first fox in horn Copse and ran him for about 
fifteen minutes, finally marking to ground in a hedgerow where he was killed, vent 
on again, finding our second fox in Hook Park and getting nicely away with him, i 
hounds ran toward Poorton Villace but bore away to the léft past Great Toller and on | 
over the Dorchester=Crewkerne road to hampisham Wood where we lost him at the end of 
an hour after a very good hunt,! | 

| 

He was hunting again on Friday, April ehth, meeting hounds at Fox Inn, 
Plush, in country which is now hunted by the South Dorset, "\We found our first fox, * 
he says, "in Armswell Copse and marked him to ground in Liscombe Copse after a smart 
gallop of twenty minutes. We then jogged on to Alton and drew Mr, Stuthy's Gorse, ; 
but not finding anything at home, went on to Holwell Gorse where we found our second . 


fox, osocent, however, was very bad and we lost \him hear Cerne Village, I jogged 


back to sydling Court with hounds, and went in and had some refreshment, dining 


afterward at G. Symonds's at Sydling, and riding home after dinner, " 
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I may say that at this time, there seems to have been a emstant and ever= 
recurring dispute between the Blackmore Vale and the Cattistock Hunts regarding their 
respective rights to certain coverts lying near the border, The dispute had bez un 
in Squire Farquharson's day, and had led, as we have seen, to his resignation, and 
the question seems to have been brought up whenever either Hunt had a new Master. 
although I have in my possession all the correspondence relating to this matter, it 
does not seem to me wise or necessary to go into details here. It has always seemed 
to sem, an outsider, a great pity that the harmony and co-operation which ought to 
exist between neighbouring Hunts has been marred by a constant friction and discussion 
over matters of canparatively minor imoortance and I camot think that people vho 
may read this book would be interested in a detailed account of the incidents which 
led up to the sanewhat strained relations which have always existed and still exist - 
to this dav, 

On the 5rd day of October, 1885, at a meeting of the Committee of the 
Cattistock Hunt held in Dorchester, the Secretary read a letter from Lord Digby 
resigning the Chairmanship of the Committee and also enclosing a letter from hr, 
Merthyr Cuest, dated September Ist, 1885, again offering the Hillfield coverts, 
Jericho and briars \iood, as a loan to the Cattistock Hunt Committee. The Secretary 
also reported that he had received word from the li.F.H. ASsociation to whom the 

matter had been referred, that they had decided that the above coverts belonged to 
the Blackmore Vale Hunt. «After some discussion it was moved and seconded that Mr, 
Guest's offer of the loan of the above coverts to the Cattist ock Hunt Committee be 
accepted with thanks, and this motion was carried unanimously, 

the matter of Lord Digby's resignation of the Chairmanship of the Hunt 
Committee was then brought up. Lord Digby had been Chairman of the Committee eer 
since the forming of the Cattistock Hunt in 1872, and he had been intimately con-= 
nected with Hunt affairs in the Cattistock country long before that tame - in Squire 
Farquharson's day, Although the members of the Committee had been aware for some 
time that the resignation of Lord Digby from his position at the head of affairs 


was imminent, 1 think that his actual retirement from the Chairmanship of the 
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governing body came as a great blow. iho was to take his place? There was no one 
whose persmality and persence carried the weight, no one whose advice and counsel 
was listened to with the respect that was universally accorded to the great aml wise 
old sportsman who had been at the helm for so many years, after considerable dis- 
cussion it was resolved that Col. the Hon. 4.H.Digby be requested to act as Chairman 
of the Hunt Committee, an honour that he declined at a meeting a few weeks later, 
though he subsequently agreed to do So, and it may be worth while to add that a 
Digby has always been in the Chair, 

it was only a few weeks after this that the country was shocked by a sad 
accident which took place in the hunting field and deprived the Cattistock Hunt of 
their plucky, energetic, and popular liaster, the Earl of Guilford, one of the most 
accomplished riders of the day, who was fatally injured following a fall from his 
horse, the local paper's account is as follows :={ 

"The meet was at the Manon House » Glanvilles wootton, by the invitation 
of Mir. Dale, and a fox had been started from a copse called Seven acres, and a 
splendid run was commenced ~ sti » very soon to be terminated by the lamentable 
occurrence it is our melancholy duty to chronicle. Lord Guilford, it appears, was 
mounted on a horse which had dme no work for three or four weeks, and consequently 
it was very fresh and rest ive, and, we understand, on being put at a fence, the 
animal refused and threw its rider » Who, however, received no injury from the fall, 
and was quickly in the saddle again and once more leading the Field in his customary 
splendid and daring style. After the mn had continued for sane little time they 
came to another fence of a very formidable kind, It was a bank about six feet high, 
with a ditch on each Side, and a hedge on the top, which had been recently plashed 
with a double set of binders » the trench between being filled with the earth taken 
from the ditches on each side; altogether, the drop was about eight feet - a4 very 
serious affair to negotiate, but it must have been an obstacle more than usually 
extraordinary that would daunt the Master, who at once sent his horse at the 'rasper! 


As far as is known, the animal landed on the top of the fence; his fore-feet stuck in 
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tne soft ground of which the hedge was partly caupsed, and, being unable to extricate 
them, the horse mate a compl ete somersault, tumbling, as an eyé- witness informs us, 
over and over. On sane of the sportsmen hastening to the Spot, the horse was seen 
to be lying on its back with its legs in the air, but uninjured, Lord Guilford was 
found lying on his face, apart from the horse, which it is conjectured, after fa Lling 
on its rider, had rolled away from him, Lord Guilford, though very severely injured, 
was still conscious, and said: 'I could not keep his head down.' The unfortunate 
Master was immediately placed on a hurdle and taken to Castle Hill, the residerre 

of ir. J. Holford (late High Sheriff of the County), which is the nearest house to 
the scene of the accident, several friends assisting in his removal. Lady Guilford, 
who was in the Field, had ridden off to Mr. Holford's to make preparations for the 


injured Master's reception. On Lord Guilford's reaching Castle hill, he was taken 


into the Hall and examined by Doctor McHnery, of Cerne and Sherborne, his Lordship's 
medical attendant, who happened to be near the place where the accident occurred and 
was quickly in attendance. br. lictnery found that his patient had sutt-2ined serious 
internal injuries, with r rupture of the intestines, severe fracture of both bones of 
the leg, and fracture of three ribs. ‘The broken limb was at once set by Dr. McEnery 
and Lord Guilford was removed to oydling Court in hr. Holford's carriage, Though 
the case was of a very grave nature, it does not appear that a fatal result was anti- 
Cipated by his Lordship, who, on vaturday morning ordered the hounds to be taken to 
Corscombe (where the meet was announced to take place), and remarked :— 'I suppose 

i am in for six weeks at least.’ But all hope of recovery was speedily disappotinted, 
for delirium came on soon afterwards, and his Lordship remined in an unc onsc ious 


condition until shortly after nine o'clock the same evening, when death released him 


from his suggerings. It is stated that the real cause of death was rupture of the 
liver, Dr. McEnery and his partner, Dr, Kerr, of Cerne, were constahtly in attendance 
on Lord Guilford until his deaths; and an eminent Surgeon, |rofessor irichson, who 

had been summoned from Londm by Dr, licknery, considered the case hopeless, le 
arrived at sydling Court in the evening; but the internal injuries were sof SO grave a 


nature that surgical skill was of no avail, The Coroner (Mr. Giles “ymonds ) was 
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communicated with by Dr, Meinery, but under the circumstances he considered an 
inquest unnecessary, 

‘It is almost needless to remark on the deep regret this deplorable event 
has occasioned among the members of the vattistock Junt, vhose esteem Lord Guilford 
had gained since he acceded to the Lastership of the Cattistock pack in 1882, which h« 
undertook on the retirement of lr, Lodrington, And we are sure he will b= always 
held in affectionate remembrance by all true lovers of the noble sport. 

lerd Guilford, who was only 34 years of age, having been borm at weavering, 
Kent, in 1851, was the son of Dudley, Lord North, by the third daughter of the Hon, 
and Rev. William Eden, Record of Bishopsbourne. He succeeded to the Harldonm on the 
death of his grandfather in 1861, and shortly afterwards entered the Royal Horse 
Guards, but retired fromthe service in 1871, when he hadheld the rank of lieute nant, 
he was Hon, Colonel of the Bast Kent Yeomanry and possessed the patronage of four 
livings. The first Baron Guilford was a distinguished judge; the well known Prime 
Minister, Lord North, was eighth in Succession to the title, and second in the 
“arldan of Guilford, Lord Guilford married in 187h, Georgiana, second daughter of 
cir George Chetwynd, Bart, » and leaves a son and a daughter. His som, Frederick 
George, Lord North, who succeeds to the title, was born in November, 1876. The 
deceased nobleman was Fresideht of the Vorchester Agricultural Society, and has 
acted as one of the judges at the vociety's Shows every year, during his resid@ce 
in the County. 

“Lord Guilford's remains were removed on wednesday, to the family seat » 
Waldershare Castle, near Dover, The members of the Hunt, and indeed sportsmen 
throughout the County, embraced the Opportunity of testifying to their sense of the 
loss they have sust ained, by assembling to the number of nearly 150 to take part in 
the solemn procession fron oydling Court to Maiden Newton Station, whence the body 
was to be conveyed by train, 'ollownng the hearse were two pouraine coaches 
containing the grooms and principal servants of the deceased nobleman, and next 
walked about 30 members of his Lordship's household, Golonel E.H.T.Digby and 


Captain H./.\/illiams rode at the head of the cavalcade of the supporters of the 
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Hunt, who had come from all parts of the district to show the last mark of respect 
towards the Master who had so often and so bddly led them in the field. Among t hose 
helen teat we noticed Captain Fitzroy (Master of the Taunton Vale Hounds), Colonel 
Chadwicke, the Hon. i, Digby, Mr. H.B.Middleton, Major Cam Sykes, Major Mount Batten, 
many Officers of the Royal Horse Artillery, and a large cmtingent of farmers of the 

| hunting country. There were also present many gentlemen and hunt servants from the 
neighbouring Hunts; Mr. Radelyffe's, the East Dorset, and the Blacknowr Vale, 

"The mournful procession followed the hearse to liaiden Newton Station, where 

a large crowd had gathered, among those present here being Mr. J.P.F.Gundry and the 
Rev. hi. Hankey, Rector of Maiden Newton. The coffin was removed fran the hearse and 
placed on a trestle, and all the horsemen passed it in Succession, thus taking a last 
farewell of him whom they had learned to regard with more than mere respect and 
esteem, It was indeed a solemn scene, and there were few dry eyes among the onlookers, 
The coffin was afterwards conveyed in silence to the train, and lr. J -P.3.Gundry, 
of Bridport, proceeded with it to Waldershare, where it will be interred on Thursday 
morning, a special train Leaving Victoria Station at eleven o'clock, and conveying 
members of the family and friends attending the funeral, In consequence of the sad 
death of the Earl of Guilford, there will be no Hunt Ball this year," 


At a meeting of the Cattistock Hunt » held early in January, 1886, the 


Chairman, Colonel Digby, in opening the proceedings, remrked that it was a very sad 
reason which had compelled the Committee to call together this meeting, The Committee 
had met last Saturday, when a letter was received from Lady Guilford making avery 
generous ofier to the Hunt. But before discussing matters relating to the future of 
the Cattistock Hunt, he was sure it was the feeling of all present that sane tribute 
should be paid by them, as a Hunt, to the late Lord Guilford, for the very handsome 
and sportsmanlike way in which he hunted the country, during the two years he had 
held the Mastership = and not only that y but they would all wish to condole with his 
widow and children in the great loss they had Sustained, Lord Guilford, as they 
knew, undertook the liastership of the Cattistock country in 1882, He came among 


them as oreentirely unknown, and few in the country had ever seen him but year by 
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year, month by month - he might say day by day = his Lordsiip won the affection of 
the whole Hunt by the untiring energy with which he did his utmost to show sport with 
the hounds, He had got together a perfect pack of hounds, and a Splendid stud of 
horses, and his loss would, he was afraid, be deeply felt for many years in that 
district, Although Lord Guilford was not connected with the County, except thnough 
being a Master of Hounds » he took a great deal of interest in the agricultural Shows 
held in the neighbourhood; and not only among the agriculturists had he smme warm 
friends, but also among the poor in the neighbourhood in which he resided. by his 
death they had lost a very kind and sympathetic friend, The members of the Hunt had 
lost a most excellent Masters; and England one of its most rising Sportsmen; but, great 


as their loss was, it was hothing compared with the loss sustained by his poor widow 


and family, and it was with them that he (the Chairman) would ask the meeting to pass 


t 
‘ 


a vote of condolence, He proposed = "That this meeting, representing the supporters 
and friends of the Cattistock Hunt, desires to express its deep sorrow at the great 
loss sustained by the sudden death of Lord Guilford, and it wishes at the same time 
to record its appreciation of the very liberal and Sportsmanlike manner in which he 
hunted the country during his tenure of the Mastership, and further to offer its 

heartfelt sympathy and dncere condolences to Lady Guilford and her children in this 
hour of bereavement." Colonel Vigby said he would not ask any individual to secon 


the proposition, but would ask them to carry it by acclamation. The resolution was 


~ 


by . 


adopted unanimously, 

Captain H.\/.Williams moved 'That a memorial fund be opened — subscrintions 
not to exceed Sl, towards erecting a brass to the memory of the Harl of Guilford to 
be placed in \/aldershare Church, or wherever Lady Guilford may Suggest.' Subscripti | 

would be accepted at Williams! Bank, lr. Martin seconded the proposition, He said 
he had nothing to add to what Colonel Digby had said, except that he thought shen 
must all esteem it a provilege to perpetuate the memory of a man who had dme =e) 
much for them as the late Lord Guilf ord, who had made friends everywhere in the 
County of Dorset.' The resolution was adopted, 


Vith respect to the future conduct of the Hunt y Captain Williams read a 
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letter from Lady Guilford, very generously offering to place the balance of subscripts 
ions for this year at the disposal of the Hunt, and also to lend the hounds, stables, 
kennels, and such servants! horses as might be necessary for the remainder of the 
present season. Captain Williams explained that on receiving this communication he 
had called the Comnittee together as quickly as he could. They had met last saturday 
and resolved to accent Lady Guilford's handsame offer with grateful thanks, and to try 
to cmtinue to hunt the country to the end of the season, The Chairman said the 
Committee considered her Ladyship's offer most generous and kind = and as she re quired 
an immediate answer — the Committee » Without waiting for the present meeting, decided 
on their own responsibility to accept her offer, and desired Captain Williams to write 


to her Ladyship to that effect, After that came the question as to who should under- 


take the manacement, It would not do for the whole Committee to hunt the hounds = too 


many cooks would spoil the broth = but he was glad to say that there was one among 
them who, ah being pressed, said he was ready to came forward and help them, ad he 
was a man who he felt sure would be appreciated by all the members of the Hunt, 
namely, Mr. Gundry. In a most magnanimous manner he had said that 3 under the circum 
stances, he would act as temporary Master until such time as another could be found, 
4 more efiicient man he thought they could not possibly have found in the County, and 
he (the Chairman) begged to move a vote of thanks to Mr, Gundry for his great kindness 
in coming forward on the present occasion and helping them by accepting the temporary 
Mastership of the Cattistock Hunt. Seconded by Cantain vary Batten, the resolut ion 
was unanimously carried, lr, Gundry Said that he was much obliged for the kind 
reception that had been given to his name, Colonel Yigeby had told them, and he was 
sure they would understand, that in no way had this post been Sought by him. The 
Committee, with the kindest promises of assistance, had asked him to accept the 
Mastership; and with the greatest timidity and reluctance, and respect for the dear 
fellow who had been taken from them, and to dear Lady Guilford, he undertook the 


office. To call himself a Master of Hounds, in the same sense as the one who had been 


taken from them, would be ridiculous - he was a mere schoolboy by camparison; and 
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and the only thing that fitten him for it at all, was the interest he had always take) 
in the sport, and the love he bore towards the Country in which he lived, He would 
ao" hits best for the Hunt, and he would ask them to respect his inexperience, He felt 
certain that evervone there would render him all the assistance in their power, and 
anv suggestions for the well-being of the Hunt would be received by him in the way 
they were intended. There was one other word he must say:= that before the end of 
the season, the great aim and object in their minds must be to find somebody who would 
fill the post and be prepared to go on with it in the future, They had a most 
magnificent collection of hunt ing material, got together by the enterprise of their 
late Master, and if that was allowed to be dispersed and broken up, it would be years - 
if ever - before the Cattistock Hunt saw such horses and hounds got together again, 
they must endeavour to find sae good and tried sportsman to take the country, and to 


take on the hounds and horses at a valuation, in order that next season things might 


£O on again, as they had in the past, ir. Gundry cmcluded by again expressing his 
thanks for the kindness with which his name had been received as the temporary Master 
of the Cattistock Hunt, 

AS he had promised, Mr. Gundry carried on for the balance of the season, 
Showing excellent Sport, particularly considering the fact that he had had little 
experience at the difficult task he had undertaken, Late in May there was a gen eral 
meeting of the Hunt at which Col. the Hon, 4.H.Digby presided, and he stated that 


the meeting had been called by the Committee in order to explain the present pos ition 


of the Hunt, 

As this was the first General Neeting of the Hunt since the Close of the 
season, he wished most cordially to thank Wr. Gundry for the kind, courteous, and 
sportsmanlike manner in which he had hunted this portion of the country since Lord 
Guilford's death, and the Committee were very sorry indeed that they could not indwe 
him to continue in the Mastership of the Hunt. He stated that the hounds had been 
sold last week, and the Committee took upon themselves the responsibility of buying 
a certain number, lir. Gundry kindly sending up to choose 2h couple, which were nay 


at cydling, where they would be kept until a new luaster was found, When this me et ing 
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was called, the Committee thought they had a gentleman in view who would come forward 
and hunt the country, That gentleman had written offering his services, but since 
his (the Chairman's) arrival at the meeting he had been handed a letter fran him, in 
which he stated that, for various reas ons, it would now be ixpossible for him to cane 
forward, and begged to withdraw his oifer; consequently the Hunt was still without a 
Master. The Committee had advertised put had received only one answer, and that from 
a gentleman who only desired information, The Committee had also written to numberless 
friends and others, hoping they might be induced to take the Hunt » but up to the 
present time no one had cane forward. All they could do now was to persevere in their 
efforts until they could meet with Sane gentlemen who would do his best to show sport, 
and until then, they must look after the hounds as best they could. He should have 
to ask one or two of the Committee who resided in the neighbourhood of sydling, to 
visit the kennels occasionally, until such time as a Master could be found, 

My. Gundry in thanking the meeting for their kind vote, said he was glad 
to have done what he could to show sport, and he thought they might congratulate 
themselves on having taken one step towards the future welfare of the Hunt, they 
being now in a much better position-to get a Master than they were previous to 
securing the hounds. lr. Symonds very kindly went to bid for them and had dnne well, 
as he had bought them at a wonderfully reasonable price; and now, as they had a 
thoroughly good working pack, he thought that would be a greater inducement for some 
person to came forward and hunt the country. He wished to mention that Lady Guilford, 
following up the noble conduct of her late husband ,» isd offered the Committee the 
use of the house and kennels upon the most liberal terms,! 

A few days later there was another General lieeting, held at the King's Arms 
Hotel, and the Hon. #.H.Digby being unavoidably absent, lir. Gundry said that he had 
been asked to preside on that occasion in the absence of Colonel Digby who was away 
for a month's musket ry instruction at camp, he said that he felt sure that Colonel 
Digby was with them in thought and that his great desire was bias ane welfare of the 
Cattistock country. The Committee felt that the time had now arrived when somet hing 


must be done, and it felt that the country should be taken into their confidence and 
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informed exactly of the position in which they stood, As those of them who had been 
present at the last meeting mew, the Committee had used every possible exertim to 
obtain a Master, and in making this remark he wished to thank their Secretary for the 
indefatigable manner in which he had worked in an attempt to bring matters to a satis- 

factory issue, He was afraid to say how many Letters Captain Williams had written - 
he had left no stme unturned - but up to védnesday their efforts had been absolutely 
in vain. The position of the Committee was this — they were without a aster and 
their income, only a matter of between &700 and B800 a year, was insufficient to hunt 
the country, They considered that between 41,000 and 41,200 a year was & minimum for 
Which such a country as the Cattistock could be hunted, and there were no means by 
which they could Supply the deficiency. They had bought a pack of. hounds and, 


provided no Master were found, the Committee would have to announce their inability to 


hunt the country, and sell the hounds which were now in their possession, That would 


be a sad state of affairs for the Cattistock country, and he hoped that Somet hin g 
would be proposed, by which they wauld avoid what they must all agree would be a 
perfect calamity, 
Mr, H. P, Fetherstonhaugh, Jr., rose and asaid that Since no one had applied 
for the Mastership, he was Willing to offer himself to the Hunt, on the eonditions 
contained in a letter which he had addressed to the Chairman, 
"I make this offer," he said, "not because I wish to be a Master of Hounds, 
but from love of hounds and hunting. It would be difficult for me to follow suwrh a 
man as Lord Guilford, I'll do my best, and with your help, perhaps I can Manage to 
show sport. You must not think I'm going to try to live off the hounds ; 1 am prepared 
to spend money on the hounds - as much as I can afford = and if I am elected I will 
attend to mv duties in a Sportsmanlike manner," My, Fetherstonhaugh sat down and 
the Chairman read the letter referred to above:= 
"Sir:- as the vastership of the Cattistoek Hounds is still vacant, I am 
anxious to make the following offer:- (1) To hunt not less than two days a week in a 
sportsmanlike way3(2) To retain the services of Joe Sorrell as Huntsman if possi ble; 


(3) To keep one Whip only; (4) The Hunt to give me a guaranteed subscription of 750, 
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payable on Nobember ist; (5) I to live at the Court House, oydling, dur ing the season 
and keep hounds there; (6) Should I or the Hunt wish to break the agreement, to give 
notice not later than January 31st; (7) I, on giving up, to return the hounds in equal 
cuantity and auality, 

"Should this offer seem worthy of your acceptance, I should be prepared to 
gO to Sydling and commence operations next week, Yours faithfully, H .FETHERSTONHAUGH®, 

in answer to questions, lr. Fetherstonhaugh said that if Joe Sorrell would 
not remain with him, he would get another Huntsman and, with regard to his keeping only 

one whip, he would have a Second Horseman, He had four horses and would be pre pared 

to commence cubhunting next week, Mr. Metherstonhaugh retired while his offer was 
being considered. Mr. Pope said that he thought a bird in the hand was worth two in 
the bush, and if they delayed their decision, it would enteil more correspondence and. 


expense. Here they had an offer from a county gentleman well-known to them all and 


connected with the families of Lord Tlchester and Lord Digby. He had promised to give 
them good sport and had made them a fair offer. 
| the Chairman said Mr. Fetherstonhaugh was going to keep Joe Sorrell, who 
knew the country well, and would be able to help him in every way, and he, too, 
thought they-could not do better than aecept his offer. if, Fetherstonhaugh had 
asked him to make one statement which he did not like to make himself, He recognised 
his youth and inexperience and wished it to be distinctly understood that, should 
such an opportunity occur as they had lately lost, of Securing a better man to hunt 
the country than himself, or one who could do it at less expense, or give them more 
days' sport thah he was able to do, he would pull out of the Way at once, He was 
mad for hounds and hunting and keen for sport ; but he would be no stop-gap in the 
event a man turned up whom everyone would agree would do the thing in a more princely 
manner or in the way it had been done during the last few years. This showed a 
right spirit and he for one, was glad to see it, 
There were some remarks by Mr. Martin, who observed that the consent of 
the owners of coverts would have to be obtained, and the Chairman answered that 


cubhunting would begin at once on Lord Ilchester's property and also at Mr, Martin's, 
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who, he said smili: &, had stated that if it was not done at once, he would do it 
himself with terriers! There was much laughter over this » and then Wr. Pope formally 
proposed that lr, Hetherstonhaugh be accepted as Master of the Cattistock Hound - 
Subject to his written agreement, in accordance with the provisions proposed in his 
letter, lr. Martin seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously, 

kr. Setherstonhaugh was then called in and informed of his election, and 


in reply he said that he appreciated the honour they had done him, and that he would 


do everything in his power to give satisfaction, but aiskid them to remember his in- 
experience, and allow for his mstakes coming after so good a man as the late lamented 
“arl of Guilford, 

at a General Meeting held on the llth of veptember, 1886, these arrange- 
ments of the Committee were unanimously ratified » and hr, Fetherstonhaugh entered 
on his first season as Master. Ten days later, I find a notice in the Dorset County 
Chronicle, which reads as follows:— "Yr Fet herstonhaugh has made a beginning with 
the Cattistock at jiynford Wood, where, last week they found lots of cubs and tasted 
blood. «with Joe Sorrell and a sharp-looking shipper-in to turn them to him, we may 
look for something pretty near the mark - although the late lamented snarl is a hard 
man to follow. jie have the benefit of his handiwork in retaining some of his best 
hounds, which I am sure will give a good account of themselves under our new Naster 
and his able staff. The country on both sides is well stocked with faxes," 

This is the sole record that I can find of ir. Fetherstonhaugh's huntaings 
but I have been told by people who hunted with him that, for a young and inexperi- 
enced Laster, he showed excellent sport. JI have always thought that it must hare been 
avery bitter pill for him to swallow when early the next year = when he was looking 
forward to the coming season with eager anticipation = he was asked by the Committee 
if he would be willing to resign in favour of another applicant for the Mastership - 
lr. Phipps of .estbury, Like the good sportsman he was, he wrote a letter to the 
Committee stating that he was Willing to res ign in favour of anot her applicant rand at 
a General Meeting held on April 23, 1é87, with General Lenning in the Chair, the 


proposal of ir. J. Phipps of Nestbury to hunt the country three days a week ata sum 
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guaranteed to be not less than L800 a year was accepted, and the secretary was 
instructed to advise lr. Phipps of his election to the Lastership, 


The country would have been iar wiser not to have taken this action, for 


br. Phipps! Mastership was not a happy one, and at a Committee eeting held February 


4th, 1888, the secretary was instructed to write the following letter to lr. ihipps:= 

"The Committee of the Cattistock Hunt met this day at Vorchester and recret 
to be coanpelled to inform you that, not only among the members of the Committee itself, 
but among the Hunt generally, there is a widespread dissatisfaction at the manner in 
which the country has been hunted during the present season, The Comittee uncerstands 
that this dissatisfaction is So great that subscriptions are already being withdrawn 
and foxes killed in many parts of the country, They are convinced, therefore, that 
the existing agreement between yourself and the Hunt Committee cannot be renewed; and 
they have adjourned until next vaturday at 1.00 o'clock in order to receive any 
communication you may desire to send them, The propose, at that time, to fix the 
date for a General liceting to consider what arrangements can be made for hunting the 
country next season, #! 

At a General Meeting on April 7th, 1888, at which there was a large 
gathering of tenant farmers, it was proposed by Uolonel Digby, ana secmded by lr. 
Martin, that the best thanks be given to lir, Phipps for caning forward in such a 
generous manner, at great personal inconvenience, to hunt the Cattistoek country 
during the past season, 

it was at that same meeting that lLir, Chandos—Pole, at that time one of the 
Joint Masters of the lieynell, hearing that the Cattistock country was looking for.a 
waster, offered himself for the vacancy; and after having talked with the Committee 
it was proposed by Colonel Digby and sec mded by Mr. G, Troyte-Bullock, that his 


offer be accepted; thus inaugurating the reign which lasted for nine happy years, 
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CHAPTER NINE 


Mad 


Colonel R, W. Chandos=Pole 


had already had seven years' experience with the 


Meynell. History tell us that he had joined the Grenadiers in 1871, as an ensign, 


retiring as lieutenant seven years later, Previous to his taking on the ie ynell 


Hounds he had served his apprenticeship as Master and Huntsman to a pack of harriers, 


which he kept on his 


own estate at Radbourne, in Derbyshire, Though a welterweight, 


riding not less than €ichteen stone, and requiring three horses out on every hunting 


day, Colonel Chandos~Pole hunted hounds himself and Showed splendid Sport, doing 


things in a truly princely style throughout his Miastership, His om pack, which he 
: | - i t 3 


took to the Cattistock when he became Master in 1888, was very good, They were full 


of drive, remarkably Stout, and possessed excellent noses and a rare cry, Mr. handall, 


in his "History of the Meynell", says that it was a great loss to that country when 


he resigned the astership and took his hounds into the Cattistock country, 


he new Master took over the Cattistock country as a "two day a week" pack 


only, there being but thirty couples of hounds which were owned by the Committee, 


which were left in the kennel on ur. Fhipps! retirement; but, feeling that the country 


was one which deserved more frequent hunting, he bought the Dlankney doghounds, making 


altogether three distinct packs which were kennelled at Sydling Court, where he took 


up his residence, Chandos~Pole was a great horseman, many people maintaining that he 


was the best welterweight in England, Mr. Randall Says that he and Squire Drake were 


tne two most finished horsemen that he ever saw, their style in crossing a country 


being very similar, and both appearing to have the art of making a horse take off 


exactly where they wished himto, "The Squire", as he was known, was, as we have Said, 


& very heavy man, and when one remembers that he rode straight to hounds, it is no 


wonder that his stud was one of the most expensive in the land, 


ir. G. F. Underhill, 


in his interesting book, "A Century of English tox=hunt ing", writes as follows ab at 


.r, Chandos-Pole's horses:= * 
"I am deeply indebted to Mr, G.S.Lowe, and I am sure that my readers Likewise 


will feel indebted, for the following information in regard to the welterweichts of 
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the centurv := 

"tI was once chatting to a Huntsman who had lived as hip to Mr. Musters 
and also with the Meynell, and the conversation turning on welterweights, he expressed 
the opinion that the two best heavyweight gentlemen he had ever seen were lr, John 
Chaworth liusters and Mr, Chandos=Pole - the first to do a run of half a day, if ’ 
needed = and he never could tell how he did it = and the Latter for five-and-twe nty 
minutes, He had seen Mr. Chandos-Pole lead a big heynell Field by two enclosures of 
quite a dozen acres each, and for eighteen stone up it was marvellous. I had the 


pleasure of seeing this gentleman's stud On oneé occasion, and on the favourite that 


set the type of about a dozen others being shown to me, I said to the stud groom, 
‘Where on earth could such a horse come from?! — as he was as long and bloodlike about 
the shoulders, neck, and head, as a crack steeplechaser, standing perhaps 16.3 and 
yet as big as a carthorse about the back, loins, and quarters, with a boast of ten 
inches under the knee. I had never seen such a horse befare in all my travels and I 
did not know anyone who bred the Sort. ir. Musters, lr. Chaplin, and ir. Chandos— 
Pole all had their different types of hunters. The first wanted them long and low, 
very thick through; with great bone and Substance. Mr, Chaplin, in both hounds and 
horses, alwavs had a pet liking for quality, and believed that too much bone was a 
Sign of coarseness and vulgarity; and I think Mr. Chandos=Fole had a patent sort of 
his own. However, they all went well, and will always rank among the best welters 

of the century,!" 

In gathering information about the "old days" in the Cattistock country, 

i have tried to tap every source, ana the reminiscences of no one have been more 
interesting to me than those furnished in a letter from hir. Henry Vampney of Closworth, 
the oldest hunting farmer, if not the oldest member, of the Cattistock unt living 
today. Of \ir. Chandos-Pole, lir. Dampney wrote:= "He had a hard task to fulfill in 
following Lord Guilford, but he came through it well. He weighed eighteen stone and 
it required a very good horse to carry him. He used to ride what we called 'Little 
big 'uns', with short backs and plenty of bone, It was wonderful how he kept with 


his nack, for he used to jump very big stiles and fences, i remenber once coming to 
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& bridge that looked ve y weak, and we all waited for him to go over, ihe bridve fell 
in just as his horse managed to get across and he turned round and had a4 good laugh 
at us, for we had to §0 a long way round. He was a ost generous man, and though he 


often used very bad language, he always apohogised in such a nice gentlemanly way that 


people quite enjoyed it. [ remember he rode up through sane wheat of mine one day, 

and his horse put him into a ditch, + very small bey rode up to him and told him 

that, if he had ridden fater, he would not have come off - it was like a house talking 
to a linn! I told him the fox had gone through the Village and he said:- 'How can 

I go any faster? you take the horn yourself,'and used rather Bid -Langidee? Une of 

my men heard him and said that he never knew a gentleman could swear so. J said, 
'Yes, they often did! and he answered, 'You never swear at us,! 'No,' I said, 'but 

It often feel inelined Coy 

"One winter there was a very deep snow. Hounds wanted exercise, so he put 
them into a covert where a fox lay, that had been stealing lambs. They found hin, 
of course, and went away with a terrific cry: but instead of St opping them — iike he 
meant to do = they ran clean dam to cherborne, He had two types of hounds; his little 

bitch pack were wonders and i've never heard hounds give tongue the way they did; 
they used to sound like a peal of bells; and foxes had a poor chance in front of them, 
He bought some very big hounds too, (these must have been the Blankney doghounds 
already spoken of), they were go big they couldn't get through the fences, and I never 

saw them catch a fox. His Second Horseman, Levi, used to drink rather too much, and 
one day someone told him that Levi had gone into Sydling Barn to lie down. The Master 
laughed and promptly took his hounds to draw it, but, fortunately for levi, he had 
gone,'! 

Long will the hunting season of L888=-89 be remembered in the annals of the 
Cattistock, as well as many another country, and from one end of England to the other, 
with now and again a few exceptions, this winter Will be noted with a white mark as 
one of the best scenting and most open seasons ever remembered, 4 regular corre spond= 
ent to The Field writes:= "J have seen nothing to beat it in seventeen seasons of 


regular hunting in Dorsetshire, Even the 'Raven of jist Tor! on VJartmoor has woken up 
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again with this season's sport, and his account of the extraordinary run over Dartmoor 
with the Lamerton sent the blood tingling in my veins, as I thought of the many fine 
runs 1 have seen, or tried hard to see, over that wild rough country, where thirty 
seasons ago 1 was blooded to foxhounds fran a Barlow Eridge meet, with the hounds of 


the late very dearly-remenbered oquire l'relawny of Coldrenick. j/ith the twin brothers, 


‘illiam and Thomas Leamon, we used to have grand genuine sport, too, in those days, 
But steady on — and hark back once more to the Cattistock country := 
"January 12th was bitterly cold, with slight snowstorms flying about. 

“sounds met at Langdon Farm, where we were hospitably entertained. A holloa fran the 
top end of Langdon Copse meant that a fox was away; and didn't those bitches race him 
away over the open country in the vicinity of Toller Down to the Dorchester—Crewekerne 
road, over what always appeared to be a cold~scenting country of chalk and flint hills, 

but over which the Cattistock hounds fly when the country is wet. and here let me 
add that it is in this Toller Dow and Kingeanbe country that the Cattistock have 
some of their finest and wildest runs, over great open arable fields and chalk downs, 
which carry a great scent at times - far better than many a more likely-looking 
country to the eye, From the Dorchester road this fa took very much the same line 
as the one which gave us such a very fine gallop fran Jotwell vopse, on December cand, 
skirting the Holts, past the Jeston Gullies and on to brackets, where they had 
changed = as we undoubtedly did on this occasion also, anyhow, we never did any more 
with hims but the one hour and thirty minutes from Langdon Copse today, with this fox, 
was thorougiily good; and the first part as quick as you could clap your hands, ‘The 
little pack did their work well today - though I wished they had had blood, 

"On January 15th, 1859, we met in beautiful weather at Loders Court » Where 

a large field was hospitably welcomed by oir Molyneux and Lady Nepean. Found wr 
first fox in a gorse near fFowerstock vommon, and ran hima ring to ground in a small 
copse. lime ~ about forty minutes; the gallop over the chalk downs being very pretty 
Found our second fax in Wynford Woods; and now for a red-letterrun! Got away at a 
good pace towards laiden Newton village, nearly to :rampton; then turned and drove 


over the hill to Crookstone Farm; then on to Hast Compton, to .vinterbourne Farm, and 
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Kingston kussell; by Brideheads; passed the Lodge and raced up to black Down Hill, 
and marked him to ground, within a gunshot of the ionument, where we dug him out and 
killed him = an old dog fax = by the light of the moon, at 6.30 p.m., after a 


brilliant and very fine hunt of one hour and thirty minutes, ‘here was only ore 


check in all this rm, and that was in sell Bottom Copse, and for a minute it looked 
critical; but hounds hit off the line beautifully on the east side of the covert and 
raced their fax to ground at the uonument. here was much late dressing in many a 
Cattistock stable that hight; and I heard of one gentleman who found his stable 
locked up for the night, when he got home; and had to lead his hunter, 'done to a 
turn', through the kitchen and so into the stables - this is a fact. I had a twenty— 
five mile hack home myself, but thanks to the kindness of a fellow-sportsman, did 
not attempt it with a tired hunters; but at nine idtast in the evening I had the 
privilege of seeing the big pack ted; and they looked beautiful, after one of the 
best and hardest day's sport that they have had in one of the vest seasons on record, 

Let at Dogberry Gate the next morning in lovely mild weather, with the 
birds chirping. Cot on to a travelling fox aking hianterne, and ran him all about the 
hills, and finally to Cerne Village, where to took refuge in the mill wheel of Cerme 
Mill, Found a second fax in Hight Acres, but he was a 'ringer' and we hunted him 
round the hills and dales for an hour and fifteen minutes, finally losing him in the 
Minterne coverts, having, I strongly Suspect, changed more than once, Scent was 
never 'blazing', but good enough to give steady hunting, without much pace, all day, 
in fact we were hunting all day and a bob=tailed fox gave us most of the sport in 
the afternoon, 

"The hounds met at the Ilchester Hotel, Abbotsbury, on Friday, February 
Sth, 1889, with the worthy Master, Mr. Chandos=Pole carrying the horn, The early 
train brought a goodly number of hunting gentlemen fran “eymouth, Portland, and 
Dorchester, A large contingent of ladies and gentlemen on foot made their apps re 
ance also, and they had the opportimity of viewing the hunt from the hills above ths 
village, which shelter this favourite place of resort, As one gentleman stated, it 


seemed like old times to see the hounds and horses turned out in such capital style, 
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with the Hunt servants very smartly dressed, After justice had been done to the 
breakfast, the Master made for Tiny Copse, the first draw; where a brace of foxes was 
soon afoot, the hunted one making for Chestin's Withy=bed, where he made a short turn — 


to Burrey Copse » his pursuers making the coverts resound with their merry music, 


Unfortunately, the fallows did not hold a scent, hounds throwing up their heads on 
reaching Southflicht Covert, Here the Master did his best to hit it off, but after a 
considerable time was forced to give it up, and trotted over to iyke lood, which was 
nearby, and threw hounds in there » With the result that in a few moments hounds spoke 
to a line and another fa was seen stealing away, After failing to make good his 
point on the Abbotsbury side, he got away over the brook tovard Langt on Herring, 
hounds hunting him in splendid style, but slowly, through todden Grove and over the 
weymouth road, to chilvington Coryates » and over the hill towards the Lonument , 
finally running into him and killing him as he was nearing Clover Copse near Partisham| 
after an hour and 35 minutes, but the latter part of the hunt being quite fast at 
times, 

"The Cattistock Hounds met at the kennels on May ist, to wind up the 
season, when the worthy Master entertained a large canpany at a champagne luncheon, 
before starting for the first dmaw, ur. Chandos-Pole was enthusuastically thanked fons | 
his kind hospitality on all occasions » tor the excellent manner in which he has | 
hunted the country: and for the Capital sport he has Shown, with the wish and hope 
thet he might long cnntinue the hastership of the Cattistock Hunt, Crown Point Gorse, 


| 


a sure find, on lr. Beviss's farm, was soon reached, and a fox was almost immediately | 


on foot, wnich, after a sharp burst of fifteen minutes, proved to be a vixen, and 
hounds were whipped off. Another fox was soon found in Colonel Batten's gorse, which 
gave us a very fast gallop and was run into near interne = a fine old dog fox, too, 
The brush was presented to Lady Theodora Guest, and the mask presented to brown, the 
Huntsman of the Blackmore Vale Hounds, to be delivered to the Chariton Kennels as a 
trophy of his good day's sport, A third fox was found in Upcerne Wood, and after a 
long persevering hunt of over two hours, eventually eluded his pursuers, Thus ended 


one of the best seasons the country has Inown for many vears, fifty brace havine been 
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killed and twenty-six brace marked to ground,!! 
It must have been a brilliant season, and I think the members of the Hunt 
Comnittee had every right to congratulate themselves on having secured a liaster who 


had not only a great deal of experience = it must be remembered that Colonel Chandos- 


Pole had been sole Master at the Meynell for six years = but who evidently intended 
to leave no stone unturned that might improve sport. He was beloved by everyone, from 

Lords to stable boys, and his memory today is cherished by those of his Field who 
remain ~ and there are not a few of them, They may have forgotten other asters, but 
"Shandy" Pole - never! 

The season: of 1889-90 opened early. There was a meet at Beaminster on 
saturday, and though it was only the 26th of October, there was a large attendance 
of hunting people, after accepting the hospitality of Mr. J.B.Dunn, the Master took 
hounds to the first draw at 4Admoncombe, which was unfortunately blank, Hounds were 
then taken to Horn Park and Chartknowle, where several faxes were found, and ore was 
pulled down after a nice gallop, under Lewesdon Hill, 

The Opening Meet of the Cattistock tookplace on tuesday, November 5th, at 
the Royal Artillery Barracks, at Jorchester, where Major Wallace and Liettenant and 
Vrs. Best did the honours in a most hospitable manner. There was a large and brillic 7 
gathering of scarlet coats, besides many ladies and gentlemen of the neighbourhood 
who had been tempted by the beautiful morning to turn out and witness the formal 
opening of the season, Among those present, besides the hiaaster, were:= Mr. Elliott 
Lees, M.P., Mr. H.F.Frampton, Master of the South Dorset Hounds, lr. R. P, Feather 
stonhaugh-Frampton, Colonel Mount Batten, Captain the Hon. E.W Williams, kiss Williams, 
Mir. T.A.Colfox, Captain and Mrs. and liiss Austin, Major Sykes, General Astell and 
his son, Lieutenant Astell, Mr. A.E,Sutton, bir. F.A.Pope, Captain Thresher, Mr. 
Alfred Pope, the Major and Mrs. Lock of Yorchester, and many other distinguished 
people, The Master, shortly after eleven o'clock, started for the first draw, 
followed by over a hundred horsemen, in the direction of liaiden Castle where a fox 

was soon found, and after a fast spin, was killed near Ridgeway. A second fox gave 


hounds a busy time for about an hour, but succeeded in Saving his brush, jounds then 
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went to Blagdon, which was found to be literally alive with foxes. Despite a somewhat 
frosty morning on Friday, November 29th, there was a good muster of the supporters 

of the Catiistock Hunt at the meet at Sydling Court where lir, Chandos=Pole extended a 
most cordial welcome to all comers, who were made to feel thoroughly at home, a 


Splendid luncheon being served in celebration of Miss Pole's birthday, After thor- 


oughly enjoying the haster'ts hospitality and the healthof Miss Pole having been drumk 
with the greatest enthusiasm and all the honours, on the proposal of Mir. J. Chick of 
Compton, the hounds moved off to the first draw, although it was generally thonght 
that there would be little Sport, this prediction proved to be ouite unfounded, for 
one of the right sort - a fine old dog fox - was soon found in the home coverts, and | 
he led the Field for a good hour and a quarter's spin, being eventually pulled dorm 
in the open near the village of Maiden Newton, in the presence of most of those who 
had turned out on what was generally looked upon as an unpromising day for scent, 
this brings the Cattistock tally for the present season to a total of 25% brace, 

On Friday, December 13th there was a Lawn Meet at Corge hill, the residence 
of Mr, Thresher, where there was a large muster of the right sort, with a good 
sprinkling of the fair sex, or. Thresher generously provided breakfast on the occasim 

a large number availing themselves of this esteemed sentleman's hospitality. Hounds 
were first taken to Buckland Wood, and the large Field had only to wait a very short 
time before the music of the pack proclaimed the welcame tidings that Master Reynard 
was at home, On his breaking into the open, it soon became apparent that - fron the 
pace with which he flew across the country = he intended to Show sane good Sport, and 
this he really did, vetting his mask for the uuonument, this gallant fox went at a 
rattling pace for that well-known landmark, and without dwelling a moment, raced on 
to .ell Bottom, in the Vale of Little bredy, where he was pulled down after a fast 
fifty minutes' spin. The»nace was of Buch a killing nature that only sexta do zen 
out of the large Field at the meet were in at the death, the remainder strageling up 
by two and three, being strung out for a mile and a half behind the leaders, Another 
short and fast run was afterwards enjoyed but only the most greedy participated in 


this, the majority behing satisfied with the brilliant fifty minutes they had had just 


before, 
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apparently wire was beginine to make its appearance in the country, and J 
think it is interesting in these days, when its use is so prevalent, to see the 
reaction which its introduction brought to the farmers of Jorset. A note in the 
“Sporting News" eolum of the Yorset LVounty Chronicle, of mid—Jecember, reads as 
follows := 


"TO THE GENTLEMEN AND FARMERS OF THE CATTISTOCK HUNT, I ama farmer myself , 


i love a dayts hunting ~ so de we all — and yet we show our love of the Sport by 
trying to drive our Master out of the County; and we shall drive him out of the County 
by thet cursed wire! (Can we expect a man to spend his money amongst us and run the 
risk of having his horses ruined, his hounds cut to pieces, and perhaps kill himself, 
if you will not take dayn the wire during the hunting season? It is the bad farmer, 
the man who has no pride, who puts up wire. ie all ery out about bad times, amd yet 
what do hounds do for us? Vo they put a shilling in our pockets? Yes — and many of 
them, therefore, boys, shout loud - ‘Down, down with the wire!" And pocket ths 
shillings - and see that it is down! " 

"On Tuesday, april 22nd, 1890," Says 'Dorsetshire', "we met at Halstock 
village. A lovely spring morning and one of the last we shall have with hounds this 
season. «4 large Field; many from the neighbouring Hunt, the 5.V., coming to this 
popular fixture, which is situated just in the Vale, and close under the chalk hills, 
and is in near proximity to the best central coverts of our Sporting country. The 
Master trots off to Pen Wood and throws in the pack (the dog pack today) on the Hast 
side of this large covert, iounds had not been in covert three minutes when there 
was a 'Tally' from one of the “hippers=in, and hounds got on to their fax and rattled 
him through the covert and into the holts, forcing him to break on the West Side, 

Now the field crowd up and men are serious and silent; for it looks as if we were 
going to have a Vale hunt, the fine somersetshire vale twwards vrewkerne, and far 
beyond it to the i/estward in the faunton Vale country, stretching away for miles, 

but not so today; our fa having broken covert on the west side of the Holts and 
having run two fields, the best men from the blackmore Vale and Gattist ock are getting 


into a good place for a start, when he is either headed by sane rustics, or else he 
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will not face the open Vale for other attractions in covert, and turms back into the 
Holts ~ where we lose him, Found our second fa in ren Wood and ran him across into 
Coker ‘ood, where he broke covert on the Hast side, and heading for the Blackmoor Vale 
country, turned back into Coker Wood again and, scent failing, hounds could do noth ing 
more with him, 

‘Trotted away to Clarke's Gorse, a lovely covert in the centre of the 
country. Hounds take sane time drawing this covert, all golden in the full bloom of | 
opring; but they finally get on to their fox, who breaks on the Vale,or North sdde, 
Over the pastures once more; = make the most of it, ye Vale men, it's the last grass 


you will gallop over this season. Hounds take much the same line as they did mce 


before this season in a merry gallop from this covert; leaving Halstock Villaze on 
the left, and on by adam Green, across the Leweombe brook, leaving Leweanbe Village to 
the rights on over the grass to Briars Woods rgght through this beautiful covert and 
out into the open ¥ale country beyond, over the rich cow pastures nearly to lhelbury 
Osmond Village, where hounds swung right-handed and checled’ close to Melbury Park, 
Here they could not recover the line, and the Master, it being late, blew them off 
after a capital hunting run of one hour and 30 minutes. The pack worked extrene ly 
well all day under very catchy scenting conditions. 

"As I wended my way through Lovely welbury Park it looked and Sounded like 
the end of the hunting season; the cuckoo was calling, the Sycamores, horse chestnut, 
and beeches were just beginning to come out, and everything seemed bursting into 
fresh life. «A shade of the tenderest and most delicate green foliage clothed the 
woods and park timber; and though stags! (red deer) antlers were in the velvet as I 
walked my horse leisurely through a grand herd of these monarchs of venery = which 
seemed to make the numerous fallow deer and ocotch cattle scattered about look quite 
samll by comparison = had it: been the beginning of November instead of the end of 
April, 1 do not know whether I should have cared to have found myself so close to one 


or more of these brow, bray, tray, three on top, denizens of the forest with only a 


hunting whip in my hand, " 
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"On Wednesday, April <3rd, we met at the kennels, Sydling Court, where our 
popular Master welcomed all to breakfast. A very large Field mustered » men coming 
from the Blacknore Vale, South Yorset and Lord Portman's countries. ‘The lawn in front 
and the drive up to ~ydling Court were crowded with horsemen and carriages, Sorrell 9 
the Kennell Huntsman, sent out bie bitch pack today, and a smart » clever lot they are 


too, and in beautiful condition, with a complexion on them that might do credit to any | 


Huntsman in England; smart and level enough to the eye on the flags, and quick busy, 
airy workers in the field, very steady when pressed on by a crowd on the ride, which, 
I regret to say, is sometimes the case, especially in the chalk and flint hill and 
down part of the country, which of necessity brings hounds to their noses with close 
hunting. ‘he great feature of the Cattistock hounds at the present time is their 
swinging round smartly and making their own casts and hunting themselves without 
being continually blowm on to the line, or helped at every slight fault, which is too 
much the practice in quicx, fashionable, grass countires of the present day. But in 
this latter case, instant help at a fault cannot well be avaided in countries where 
large crowds of horsemen cane out; three-quarters of them only hunting to ride, and 


are on the growl at once if they cannot be eternally galloping and jumping, 


"The hounds moved off about 12.30 and the uaster threw them into a gorse 
covert on the farm of that good sportsman, lr, H. Bevis of “ydling, which gorse, for 
a wonder, did not hold a fo this day; but we found in an adjoining garse covert of 
ly. Sprake's, the hounds running their fax at racing pace over the Yowns to the 
borders of the South Vorset country, a twenty minutes! quick, pretty burst, all over 
the Downs; when scent failing, hounds could do no more with him, Went to a holloa - 
a travelling fox having been viewed = and ran up to the Jorchester=Sherborne rad 
which divides the Cattistock and South Vorset countries: but scent failed again and 
hounds could not do much with our second fa 3 SO, after a long check, the order was 
given for home, 
"The past season in this country has been a very good one, taking it all 


round, with only one week's hard frost. Of course, the Uattistock have not had the 


succession of brilliant sport of last season, 1888-89, but the season of 1889-9 may 


——— i 


be looked at generally as a good steady season, and the hounds have killed forty- 
five brace of faxes up to date, JORSETSHIRE," 

he annual races took place on Thursday afternoon, April loth, the Stewards 
‘being: Mr. R. Uhandos-Fole, M.F.He, Mr. Gundry, lr, B.Bryant, li. John Chick, Lir. 
“.i,Williams, Mr. Arthur liartin, (Hon. Sec); Mr. Thresher acted as Judge, and Wr, 
Gundry as Starter. The Course was in the Waddon Vale, 


So pleased were the members of the Cattistock Hunt with the Sport which the | 


Laster had shown during the past season that, at a Committee Meeting held on July lst. 


1890, an additional sum of 4100 was voted to Mr. Chandos-Pole in recognition of the 
great satisfaction which was felt by the members and subscribers, 

The Opening Meet of the season 1890-91 took place on wonday, November end, 
at Sydling Court, when the Master opened his hospitable house to all comers; ard 
entertained them at a splendid breakfast. All the elite of the Hunt were present, 
and tir. Chandos-Fole embraced the opportunity of expressing the pleasure it gave him 
to see so many present and intimated that it was his intention to commence and end 
each season at Sydling Court. The preservers of foxes in the district showed him so 
much kindness that he was only too pleased to see them on that occasion. te hoped 
they would have a good season and he believed there were plenty of faxes about. after 

breakfast, the party were soon horsed and the hounds — as fine a pack as one would 
wish to see — moved off towards Higher Lrook; but the heavy rain drove most of the 
Field home, and not many remained to hunt the few foxes which were found, Later in 
the dav, however, they found a good 'un, and after a smart gallop they put him to 
ground at linterne, 

There was a 'Lawn Meet! at the artillery barracks, Dorchester, on Irid ay 
January 30, 1991. It was a good hunting morning and the Master had the satisfation - 
of meeting a large Field, many of whom had attended the artillery Officers! Ball, 
given at the town Hall on the previous evening. Hounds drew in the direction of hog 
Hill, near aiden Castle, and a capital day's sport resulted, ‘rom Maiden Castle 
they proceeded to itidgeway Hill and wartinstowm, near which, in a kind of quarry, a 
brace of faxes which were not being hunted, Jumped up on the middleoof the pack and 


were immediately 'chopped', The tally for the day was three foxes killed and a brace 
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marked to ground! 

Hounds met again at Beaminster on Saturday, February l4th, 1891, ihe the 
pack arrived a goodly campany awaited them, and a large number of the townsfolk were 
attracted out to have a look at these famous hounds. After refreshing the inner man 
at the iihite Hart Hotel, a move was made to Lenham's Copse, which proved blank, 


Horn Park was next tried - and with success ~ for a fox was started which raced away 


over the hill, but was unfortunately lost at Dibberford. Hounds being taken back to 
the Old Park Copse, another fox was started, but due to bad scenting conditions, was 


Soon lost on Sea Mark. A third fox was found in White Sheet Copse, which ran down 


the hill to North Morset, but turned back and was killed by hounds just outside the 
original covert. A move was then made to ir. Russell Cox's Gorse, where a game pilot 
was started which went away towards Hook Park, but in the latter covert a fresh 

fox broke, which was pulled dam at Hidge Coppice after a very fast gallop. 

"On Friday, February 7th, 1891, the meet was at Langton Herring. The day 
was fine and a goodly number turned out -— also many others on wheels and on foot, 
Foxes were plentiful, and soon after hounds were put into the gorse, whimpers pro- 
claimed that 'pug' was at home. Ina few minutes, 'Hark Forrard! was the word, and 
a general move towards the 'holloa' was made. That one or more foxes had gone away 
from the covert was evident from the Shouts and yells of the noisy foot-people on 
the hills; but unfortunately that contingent - who think they can hunt a fox wit hout 
Master or hounds = had hopelessly destroyed the scent by riding over it. of course 
we may be old-fashioned, but we much prefer to Stay behind hounds. jie have neve r 
been an M.F.H., but we fancy it must be very trying to see a good hunt spoilt because 
people will not wait a little till hounds are well on the 1th of their fox, several 
futile casts were made but it was too late and scent could not be regained , SO = we 
moved off to the island in the Fleet backwater, where a fox was found and quickly 
chapped, ve next tried a small copse nearby, and after a little wait were rewarded 
by a 'gone away', which sounded very cheery, This time we did cet away, with ho unds 
running past Langton Cross, and down the valley into the Waddon Vale. Here he led 


us around a bit and there were a few checks; and then away he went, back in the 
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direction we had came. ‘There was a further check near the Cross, but he was viewed 
away up on the opposite hill, and appeared to be making for the Fleet, where, no 
doubt, he hoped to get to grounds; and he nearly did so; but when he reached the forse 
hounds forced him out quickly and ralled him over. amongst those we noticed going 
well to the fore and in at the death were:= besides the Master - ur, R.B.Sheridan, 
Major Cam Sykes, Mr, Thprnton, lir. Weston, the Misses cowden=Payne, Captain Barton, 
Mir. thresher, Colonel -wssell, Mr. J. Groves, Mr. A, Pope, lir. Devenish, lr. out ton, 
and many others whose names we did not catch, ive went home well contented with the 
good day's sport,!! 

After a fairly Satisfactory cubhunt ing time, the hunting season with the 
Uattistock Hounds opened on Tuesday, November 3rd, 1891, with a large and highly 
Successful meet at Sydling Court, the residence of the Master, ur. Chandos Pole, 
Tempted by the beautiful weather and by the fact that it was the first recular meet 
of the season, an unusually large field assembled and there could not have been less 
than 140 horsemen present, among those who met in front of the handsome mansiaa were 
lieut~General Henning, C -3., Major and Mrs. vykes, Miss Digby of Chalmington, Mr. A. 
and Miss Sheridan, of Frampton vourt, lr. Elliott Lees, ieP., lir., Gundry, and ne. ny 
others, Before Starting, the company accepted the hospitable finvitation of the 

Master to a sumptuous breakfast within the Court. Hounds had not to go far to 

find their quarry, for scarcely had they reached the brow of the hill overlooking 
Sydling Court than a fax was chopped after a short Scurry. « second fox was soon 
found and quickly put to ground; but the Hunt did not stay to dig it out, for no 
sooner had the terror of the poultry-yard taken refuge in hother earth than anot her 
was’ found in a pit hard by . Away went hounds in full cry after this latest quarry, 
whichcafforded an exhilarating hunt for the large tield, at a rattling pace, for 
about 40 minutes, This fox, in a desperate effort to save his brush, made for Up 
Sydling, but hounds overtook him and rolled him over in the meadows, Unfortunately, 
scent failed in the afternoon, and there was not much Sport to speak of for the rest 


of the day, One startling incident happened in the afternoon hunting. Mr, Chandos 


Pole's Stud Groom was riding a young horse which was a favourite with the Master , 


— 


- D> - - am - 
en ’ emi : 


: 
Th Bitton Ine +: 


an _ : ; 
. mre 

Zi bY onal oats Ht mE 
i - on A ye i 7 aa 


_ _ = 7 wT oY. = - 
ac) : etanccaneth ae 
7 ' aa 7 : = 


LL 


190+ 


as he had bred it, and in galloping across a field, this animal suddenly fell dead 
under its rider - who was fortunately unhurt himself, lhe death of the horse is 
Supposed to have been due to a weakness of the heart, for which the smart exertion 
ol following the hounds proved too much, Otherwise, the day's sport was highly: 


Successful and enjoyable to those who took pest dae gt. 


“Hounds met on Friday, December 4th, 1891, at Portisham, Mr. Manfield 


hospitably providing refreshment for all who cared to partake of it, Besides a large 
Field mounted, there were a number of people on foot and a good many carriages, 
Clover was the first draw, and hounds had only begun working when there was a holloa 
from the eastern end of the forses, and away they went down the Waddon Vale, then 
turning to the left up over the hill near Corton, and from there to Blackdown, Here 
there was a welcome check, but we were soon away again, with hounds running fast am 
musically; and it was evident that our fox was doomed, There was another check 
near the Dorchester road,but scent being good, we were soon off again, and in a short 
time came up with him just as he got to ground in a shallow rabbit-hole, from which 
he was evicted and killed. lime - about one hour from find to finish - the first 20 
minutes being very fast, Hounds were whipped off ~ as there was & second fox in 
the hole, and he was pulled out; given a few second's law, and then gave us a nice 
fast 15 minutes or S®, being killed in the Straw=yard of Mr, Symonds of Asht on,- 
where refreshmerts were again the order of the day. vertainly Dorset Sportsmen -< 
especially the farmers - are most hospitable, tou are always welcome, and they seen, 
and are, really glad to see you. ihe ground rode very heavy and promises to continue 
so for some time yet,! 

"The annual lawn meet of the Catt ist ock Huht at Wracklef ord House, the 
residence of lr. Alfred Pope, took place on wednesday, January 1, 1892. The weather 
was dull and later in the day, rainy, but there was still a good Field, Among t hose 
who assembled, besides the Master, were:= Lieut-General Henning, L.Be, Mr. H.BMiddle= 

ton, Colonel Mansel~Fleydell, Lolonel and lirs, Bald, Lieutenant Maxwell] Henning , of 
the Cameronians, Mr. A, Pople, iliss Pole, many Officers of the staffordshire Regi- 


ment from Dorchester Barracks, and a very Large gathering of farmers, The ¢ anpany 
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were entertained within the House at a sumptuous breakfast, and after tasting br, 
Pope's hospitality and regaining the saddle, the Hunt moved afield, and were lucky 
enough to find a fox in Wrackleford Copse, close at hand, neynard went away over 
Grimst one Down to the Asylum and then, entering the South Dorset country, ran through 
Fuddletown Gorse to Kinggrove, where he was rewarded for his plucky run by eluding 

his pursuers in a main earth, A fresh fox, found soon afterwards across the boundary 


line in Cattistock country, made up for the loss of the first quarry, by leading 


hounds a first-class hunt through Forston to Gerne, Here, owing to failing scent, 
this fox was lost. As rain was naw falling and the wind blowing roughly, the th ought 
of further hunting was given up for the day and hounds were ordered home, 

"Hounds met at Tatton Cross on March 25th, Rodden was the first draw, 
without success; but a big fox was turmed out of Huish Withy-beds, and after a short 
Scurry towards the Waddon Vale was lost, Another was started, but with no better 
luck, the ground being so hard and dry that the tenderest=nosed hound could hardly 
ovm a scent, We then went over the hill and back of the Motusbuby? alt as is usually 
the case, we found in the gorses. Scent was better here and hounds raced away at a 
tremendous pace, The steep hills which abound around Bridehead and Little Bredy 
made it hopeless for the horsemen, and when, after 15 minutes, our fox again faced 
the Lonument hill, the Field was scattered far and wide, no one having been really 
in it. Our fox went to cround in the gorses in a main earth and could not be dug 
outs; so we worked on to Jinterbourne, but nothing further was done," 

"On Wednesday, the 30th, Nether Cerne was the place of meeting. There 
appeared but little prospect of Sport, and many shook their knowing heads. We fowmd 
almost at once, however, and hounds went away fast for Kinggrove, where they checked; 
but a little patience on the part of our Huntsman was rewarded and we were off again 

towards alton, Reynard circled here and crossed the Sherborne road towards hinterne, 
e had another short check at the gorse, and it was apparent that our fox had turned 
and tried to make his starting point, where, no doubt, he hoped to get to ground, 


Hounds worked well and when we had crossed the plough, were running very fast again, 


This fox - a fine big dark-coloured one = was a real good sort and made a gallmt run 
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for his point; but it was no good, and hounds pulled him down two or three fields 
Short of it, after an hour and ten minutes from find to finish," 

"Nonday, May 2nd, 1892, being the last day of hunting this season, ir. 
Chandos Pole gave us a hearty welcame at his seat, ovdling Court, toa sumptuous 
breakfast, where we met a large party, mainly the backbone of hunting - preservers of 

| 
foses, sporting farmers, with a sprinkling of scarlet coats there to enliven the | 
meet, which is all mstered over a hundred, vonsidering the dry state of the ground , 
and the lateness of the season, this speaks well for the very great and high esteem 
in which the Master is held by all. I must not forget to mention that there were 
some people from the South Dorset and blacknore Vale Hunts, who occasionally have a 
look=in at the doings of this pack, Considering the inclement Season we have had, 
hounds have shown a fair share og sport, with plenty of foxes since Cnristmas, and 
have had sane very good runs indeed, 

‘After breakfast, Mr. John Chick of “ast Compton, a leading farmer aml fax 
preserver, proposed the Master's health in a very hearty way, which brought forth 
Some real good cheers, such as only foxhunters can give, lr. Chandos Pole, after 
thanking all for the hearty way the toast was drunk, said he hoped to meet them there 
for many years to cane, ie was very pleased with everything done for him; there were _ 
plenty of foxes and a right good welcome in every part of the County. He was also | 
pleased to say that they were not now troubled with very much barbed wire = as gome 
packs were, Ly the bye, the Godmanstone country, where we hunted this morning, and 
the u.artinstown district, are about the only ones to comphin of, and strange to say, 
our first fox today took us across some of it. A pair of hippers, however, soon 
opened up some gaps; thev are very easy to carry and can be got at all our iron 
mongers with a good thick leather case for the saddle, low for the day's sport, 
Our Waster appeared with his dappled beauties and trotten down to agest on Gorse , 
and no sooner were the hounds in, than away went a noble animal, uvervone was 
pretty well primed with 'jumping powder! and Cager for a spins but pug didn't care 
to leave home, and after two or three rings round these dry dusty hills, was given 


up ~ no doubt it was a little 'vickey', with maybe her cubs close bye 1 left them 


- 


eS 72 
e ern seas Lic 


; 


7. ’ q 7 ae 
oat t9899) 
f An Z ; 7 


SSE 
193. 


here, going home by way of Grimstone Down, and have not heard whether our worthy 
Master did killhis 'May fox', but trust that he did, as a good wind-up for the season, ! 
It would seem that the Closing days of the seas 1891-92 were particularly 
Satisfactory, judging from llr. Rodd's diaries for, in speaking of them, he writes:= 
"The gound being very hard and everything so backward, with faxes very 
plentiful, the Master determined to hunt late, and I had what was said to be the best 
week's sport of the season. On Saturday, April 30th, 1892, 1 hunted with the Catti- 
stock Hounds which met at vynyard's Gap. We found at once in the Holts and ran by 
Cheddington Court over Axeknoller Narm, swinging back in a ring to mark our fox to | 
ground where we had found him. From here we trotted on to Bracket's, found at once 


and ran well to Melbury Park where we lost him. I went on to stay at Cattistock 


with lir. Michell who has taken Mr. Farquharson's old Hunting Box there. The rext 
day I walked to “ydling Court to lunch with the uaster and get a look at the Cattistock 
stables and kennels, It rained in the night which improved scenting conditions and 
on the londay (May 2nd) we had a capital day, hounds meeting at ~ydling Court, 

"Ye found our first fox at lageston (Mr. Roper's farm) and he went awa y 
to the Godmanstone Hilis, round to the Vine, back through Huish and Mageston across 
the water-meadows and so on to lir. Bevis's to Half Moon Copse, Then again Sinking 
the hill he ran back through the water=meadows and over the hill to Bush's Bottom 
where he was Lost after a very hard run. another fox was found on Gr imst one Vowns, 
and hounds getting away on his back he was soon rolled over and killed, A third fox 
was found on Stratton Down, but scent being bad, hounds hunted it slowly over Grimst 
Down, Bush's Bottom and then on by liageston, Huish, the Vine and so to fern Hill 
where they gave it up. | 

"On Tuesday, we met at vattistock, lr. Michell kindly entertaining the 
Hunt to luncheon, «= fax was found on the Park farm, and hounds getting away on 
capital terms with it, simply raced him for about twenty minutds, killing at the 
bottom of Lewcambe iiood. Going back to Lampisham they soon had another pilot on foot 
but after running it for some time it was soon to be a vixen and hounds were called 


off. Ridge Copse was the next draw, but proved bhank, In Kingcambe, however, a brac 
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of foxes was soon on foot, buty they steadfastly refused to leave the covert ard 
hounds couldn't do mich with them, Making our way, as we thought, for home, the 
Master determined to draw a small covert or two below Lhalmington, and as we were 
jogging on, a fine old dog fox came past me with hounds close at his brush, Je ran 

on toward Stages Follv, but hounds pressing him closely he turned back left over 
Chalmington Hill, through Frome Poor lots and on to Frome Park and through that on to 
the Evershot road, where hounds were at fauit for about half a minute - just enough 
to let our horses get a breather, however, we had hardly time to catch our breath 


when they hit it off again runnine along the meadows under Frome Dts “WUintin, the fox 


getting to ground in a small place near the road whence it was soon evicted and 

killed. As sharp a twenty minutes as anyone could wish rons 

"Wednesday was an off day for the Cattistock, but I drove to a meet of the 
B.V. at Middlemarsh Inn, I watched them draw the Grange Woods where they found at 
once running their fox a few fields to ground where they dug him out and killed, jf 
heard the Nightingale Singing for the first time this year as we drove home. On 
Thursday it was fine and I went out again with the Cattistock and rode a pulling 
chestnut mare that the Master lent me, .let at Cerne Park where a brace was soon 
afoot - a dog and a vixen, Hounds getting away close behind the former, we ran hard 
to Upcerne Wood, crossed to Hast Hill and then back over Uank, where we crossed the 
bottom past little Minterne and ran on to Giant's Head, and the pace being very fast, 
our pilot turned back along the —e and was finally killed between Upeerne ard 
interne after a two hours! run, the latter part of it very fast, Hiding back over 
the hill with the Master I told him there was almost sure to be a fox in Hog Hill 
Gorse, but it was almost certain to run away from us, and so it proved, for though 
hounds got away on capital terms with him, he beat us on Huish Farm after a good hunt 
of forty minutes, 

‘On Friday we met at Bay Lodge, iielbury, <A fax of the right sort was 
found at once, going away through the Park close by Lord neaenan it house, on to 
svershot station and over the hill toward avershot. Bearing to the left our pilot 


ran past Hampisham through Lewcambe Wood and so on as if for Chelborough, but 
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changing his mind he set his mask for halstock. Turning back near lr, Crewe's, he 
ran the bottom again to Lewcombe where he saved his brush by getting in to a main eart 
after a run which had lasted two hours and a half, Though the pace on the whole was 
not fast there were times - when they were in the open ~ when hounds fairly raced, 
from here we went on to Burl where a brace was uneknnelled. being on the wrong side 
of the covert, I got a bad start, and could never catch them, seeing them as I thought 
turn on the hill towards livershot. Fran what I heard later, they swung to the left 
on Inpark arm, so that by riding very hard when I came back on the hili, I could see 
them crossing the bottom to the right of Frome St. wuinton. When I got to Chantmarle 
It could see them on Chalmington Hill, and when I got there, they were the other side 
of Frame Fowlet, and when I had made that point I saw them driving on towards otage's 
Folly. «shen I got there, they were at the base of the hill by vattistock village, 
and there they lost it. The pace must have been very fast for I know that my horse 
was exhausted trving to catch them up. 

“On Saturday morning the Master determined to have another try for his 
thursday fox from Hog Hill, which had teaten him several times, ‘Turning out about 
eight o'clock, this game old fax was found quickly, just about where he had been 
found on Thursday, but after forty minutes very hard running it was again lost, 
another was started at, -agiston, and after a sharp forty minute run had to be left 
at Kinggrove, the aster being forced to leave for Verby to meet his troop of 
Yeomanry on lionday. This was the hardest week's Sport that i ever recollect in 


about thirty-six years' hunting. But what a grand ending to the season!" 
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CHAPTER THij 


Yport during the early part of the season of 1692-93 was apparently very 
good, but I fail to find any account of outstanding hunts before the end of liovember, 
when hounds met at Travellerts Rest, near Askerswell, There was a good Field out - 
among them Jack Hansford of Sridport - I wonder if he remembers the day? "Hounds 
were taken to Shipton Hill, where a fox was cuickly afoot, and he took the Field 
across Imnsacre Farm and back acaing but being hard-pressed, he took refuge ina 
drain close to the liew Road Dairy. A terrier, however, soon ousted him from there, 
and he ran across Boarsbarrow to the New Road Farmhouse, where he succeeded in escap- 


ing from his pursuers by foildng his line among the cattle in the pasture nearby, 


hamilton Copse was next drawn, and although a fax was soon Started, he was lost again, 
and bredy Copse was next tried, Another fox was soon afoot here and he broke covert 
and gave the Field a good gallop across the open; but, to our great d Sappointuent, 
the slip on the hills. dn unfortunate accident happened to lir. cymes during the day. 
His horse in taking a brook, landed a bit short and fell back into the water. 

Fortunately, Mir. Symes escaped with a ducking, but it was nearly an hour before the 
horse was drawn out - which was eventually done by means of a Waggon rope. 

tuesday, the 29th of Novenber 1892, was the fete day of Miss Dor obhy Chandos 
Pole, the sweet little daughter of our saster, and all who know the high esteem in 
which lr. Chandos Pole is held and the universal appreciation of his wonderfully 
successful hunting of the Cattistock country, will understand me when 1 say that, 
notwithstanding the foggy and humid nature of the atmosphere, a spirit of ent hus iasm 
pervaded the Field. The meet was at hingst on ‘ussell, and the Master on a Sspleidid 
grey, soon faund sane work for us to do, though it was not so cod or so long a vel 
as some of the fiery ones would have liked, Still - 25 minutes! Sharp gallop and a 
kill at the and is not bad on such a day. In celebration of Miss Dorothy's birthday, 
the brush was given to Vye, and the face of the genial Stud Groom, who was mounted on 
a wonderful ghestnut, was wreathed in smiles as he accented the pleasing memento, 


Né should all have liked same stiffer work on this auspicious day, and though it was 
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not provided us then, the following Friday made amends," 

It is difficult to realise that the ten-year old "Miss Dorothy" referred to 
above is still interested in hunting today, having lived through the years that heve 
brought so many changes in the land in which her Father once lived and showed sport 
to the dwellers on that coast from which the great invasion of Germany sailed mp re 
than fiftv years later, 

4arly in March, the Master took a "busman's holiday" and had a week's sport 
with his friend, Mr, Coryton, llaster of the Uartmoor, 

‘After a good week's Sport on Dartmoor, Mr. Chandos Pole returned on Sate 
urday, brealcing his journey at Crewkerne, At listerton, the gallant pack gave him a 
welcome, and there was a large Field present to greet him and to accept the cenerous 
hospitality of lr, Henry Parsons, Among those present I noticed Colonel Fapillon, 
ir, Hargreaves, Dr and Urs. Spicer, Admiral Cosiber, and a number of farmers and 
landowners, with a Sprinkling of hunting people from the Blackmore Vale. There was 
also a select carriage attendance, fhe morning was brignt and sunny and scent was 
only moderate, -The Master first tried Peckmore, and both the large and small coverts 
failed to produce the "Leading article", We then crossed the oeaborough road md 
drew a small covert belonging to Mr. Tolley, where fortune favoured us; for Reynard 
was at home at the top of the covert. Being loathe to leave it, he ran the phole 
length of the covert and decided to escape at the lower end, but thinking better of it. 
turned over Seaborough Hill, He evidently knew Peckmore and tried to get theres but 
leaving Rocks Batch on his left, he turned to the right and dashed through a small 
covert belonging to lir. Reader of Hewish, He then tried Henley Gopse, but being 
pressed, he ran through it in haste, and skirted enLey bottom, making for Badger's 
Glory. Being headed here, he turned right-handed and made for his home covert, But 
finding no refuge there, he turned for Pecknore again, and then made for Seaboro ugh 

once more, cressing the vives by the sheepwash and thence into the wat er=meadars, 
ie tried to save his brush by taking refuge in a drain, but hounds drove hin out 


from there quickly and he made for another drain, which ure Cross had provided for hj 


His second attempt was more successful than his first; for with sturdy men with picks 
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and shovels and with the aid of a smart terrier, it took an hour and thirty minutes 
to dislodge the varmint, 'Therets no place like home', sings he, and off he scuttles 
towards that place fran whence he had been so rudely torn earlier in the day. He 
reached it; but the savage hounds wouldn't Let him stay there, and after a farewell 
run through the covert, he was driven over the hill towards Mosterton Down, The pace 
was too hot for him: his brush was in serious dangers; and he gamely turned and faced 
his foes. He gave one hound a taste of his teeth ~ and then — he threw up the s pone 
in sight of the whole field, and within a few yards of his original starting paint, 
ve next visited fittle Windsor, and were not allowed to leave until we had sam ed 
the hospitality of the open—handed lir. Tom Stevens, before drawing his covert, and 
then Potwell, Horn Park, and the coverts between Beaminster Tunnell and Meerhay, all 
of which proved to be blanks and hounds were then ordered nome, Hounds worked 
remarkably well all day, for scent was anything but good, and it was difficult to 
carry a line at any pace," 

"In bright sunshine, and weather in which, to the ordinary observer, it 
would have anpeared to warm to hunt, the Cattistock Hounds met at the artillery 
Barracks on Thursday morning, liarch 3ist. This meet is usually one of the anmal 
fixtures of the Hunt, but has this year, through certain circumstances, been post- 
poned until this rather late date in the season. There was a large number on hase- 
back, as well as on foot and in vehicles, The hounds looked to be in excellert trin, 
and there was the popular liaster, looking as hale and hearty as ever, at the head 
of his Hunt staff,- Joe Morrell, Kennel Huntsman, Jim sorrell, 1st dhipper=in, 

George Alectk, 2nd iihipper=-in, Levi Shepherd and Lewis Straw - Second Horsemen, 
There, too, was the Master's youthful daughter, iiss Dorothy Pole, under the faithful 
escort of lir. Vye, the Stud Groom, The Royal artillery Officers < many in scarlet < 
who before starting, entertained the unt at breakfast in the Officers! Mess, were 
Major Flint, Captain Jarde, and Lieutenants Peake, Rouse, and Morris, Amongst the 
rest of the canpany, mounted, were lir. H.Chandos Pole Gell,(down from his seat in 
Derbyshire), Major Kentish, Mr. A. Pope and Mir, Pope, Jr., of iirackleford House, 


Captain Hughes Onslow of Colliton liouse, Captain L, Parry, Captain Barton and Captain 
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Lynes, of Veymouth, Mr. loster Svmes of Nether Cerne, lr. George Symonds of oydiling, 
Mr. J. Hull of Stinsford, and Mr. A. Lane of Troyton, and many others, There was 
also a fair sprinicting of ladies, including those devoted 'aughters of Diana', the 


Misses Paine, Miss Samson of Kingston Russell and Miss Pritchard of Ssydling Court, 


The lovely weather had tempted a large number of foot people and sight- 

seers out ot witness the sport, After the breakfast, hounds were taken to their first 
draw on the bridport road, and from then till late in the afternoon, they had many 
bustling hours over the hills and downs between liaiden Gastle and the Hardy Miorument ; 
but although faxes were started there was no great run, nor were any foxes killed 
during the dav, # 

After a successful cubhunt ing season, during wich the foundation of a 200d 
tallv was begun, the first regular meet was held on thursday, November end, at 
Wynyard's Gap, ina disagreeable drizzle, Scent was not good; hounds had a dis 
appointing day and were  aken home early. ithere were many changes in the Hunt Staff 
this season —- Joe Sorrell, who had been with the Cattistock as Kennel Huntsman for 
many years, having died, the Master had engaged James Tasker, late First Vhipper=in 
to the Meynell, to fill the vacancy; George Alcock having been promoted to the 
position of first Whipper-in, and Will Weston taken on as Second, 

‘Hounds were at Stratton on Wednesday, the 15th, where a good-sized Field 
met them. “port was most promising and some rain the day before improved scerbiring 
conditions immensely, far hounds have been handicapped by very dry ground and biting 
winds of late, They were no sooner put into covert than a fox was af oot and moving, 
and hounds speaking to his line checrily, he was soon forcéd to break covert am was 
holloaed away in the direction of Naiden Newton village, We had some smart galloping 
for 30 minutes, with hardly any checks, when he foiled his line in smme sheep and 
we lost him, Finding again at verne, hounds had several nice gallops, but did not 
kill, On Tuesday, the 21st, they met at Jinterbourne, ie had not long to wait 
before finding our first fox, who made towards Bridport, but swing round in a wide 
circle back to the same covert; but being compelled to leave it in a hurry by hounds 


pressing him close, he made for the hardy lionument, passing to the left of it and 
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down over the hill, where he was run into after a fast 30 minutes," 

"Mr. Chandos Pole and his hounds met at Gorwell on December ist, 1893, all 
looking very fit. ‘There waS a bitter nor! easter blowing, with a few flakes of snow 
at times, and sport seemed anything but promising. lir. Jorrocks would have remarked := 
'Take not out your 'ounds on a werry windy day'., Events proved that he was not always 

right,however, for we had a capital day's sport, and the wind dropped later on, 
Rounds were no sooner in the first covert than a musical chorus proclaimed that 
heynard was at home, they rattled him about for ten minutes and then he broke and 
went away upwind at a slapping peces but he changed his tactics and ran a big ring, 
taking us over some stiffish fences - and of grief there was enough = two or three 
coming down over barbed wire, which damaged one gentleman's horse badly and hung 
another up until released by wire-cutters, with sane bad cuts and scratches, (Oh! 
you farmers who call yourselves sportsmen, why will you take such care to hide the 
wire? Surely, if you must use it, and do not forbid the Hunt to ride over your lan, 
in canmon humanity the least you can do is to put up a red board or same such warning 
in your hedges, I see, with regret, that it still increases; well - the rich man 
Will lose same pleasure if hunting is given up, but the farmer will suffer more, and 
five and a half millions will probably be spent out of the country. 

‘To resume our hunt = this game fox kept us galloping on, with but fer 
checks, and tried to regain his home covert, but was run into in the open, after having 

stood up before hounds for an hour and five minutes. ije found again and the pilot 
took us a half-hour's fast run; but ‘he escaped hounds by getting to ground in a deep 
main earth, where we had run another fax to ground two years aso, SO the raster left 
hin for another day, and came home," 

‘Last week was one of varieties of weather and sport. vaturday, the 25th, 
however, was reserved for by far the best day of many weeks, and I have reason to 
believe that it was a great scenting day in /Jevonshire, as well as Jorsetshire, This 
day the Cattistock met at Beaminster Yow, when a good Field met the aster, Jem 
Tasker brought along the Saturday pack, looking just about as fit as game=cocks, and 


Oh} with such necks and shoulders, clean and straight, and like wire, are the Cattistak 
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